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King chairs meeting at RJ 

AMMAN (Petra.) — His Majesty King Hussein Sat- 
urday chaired a meeting at Royal Jordanian’s head 
office (RJ ) to review its achievements in the first quar- 
ter of 1997. The meeting was attended by His Royal 
Highness Prince Faisal Ben A1 Hussein, Prime Min- 
ister Abdul Salam Majali. Chief of the Royal Court 
Awn Khasawneh, Deputy Prime Minister for Devel- 
opment Affairs and Minister of Stale for Prime Min, 
istry Affairs Jawad Anani, Minister of Tr ans port and 
Telecommunications Bassam Saket, Minis ter of 
Finance Suleiman Hafez, head of RJ’s Board of 
Directors and General Manager Nader Thahabi. 



Missing Egyptian ship remains mystery 

CAIRO (AP) — Libya has denied that a cargo ship 
missing for nearly three months ever entered its 
waters, adding to die mystery of the fate of the ship 
and its 12-man crew. The Samir, which was earning 
salt, left Egypt's coastal city of Alexandria March 7 
and was to arrive at Trapani, a Sicilian port, March 1 1 . 
But nothing has been heard from the ship since it con- 
tacted another vessel March 9, reporting nothing 
unusual. Egypt asked Libya in March to search its 
waters in the Mediterranean Sea since the ship could 
have drifted off course. But Saturday. Jumaa Fazzani. 
the Libyan minister of Arab unity, was quoted as say- 
ing the ship never ventured into Libyan waters. 
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King pays 
condolences 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein Sat- 
urday called on the late 
retired Major General 
Fawaz Maher Bennamt’s 
residence and extended 
condolences to his family. 
Bermamt's family thanked 
His Majesty for his noble 
gesture and wished him a 
happy and healthy life. The 
King was accompanied by 
His Royal Highness Prince 
Ali. 
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Saudi FM 
postpones 
visit to Jordan 

RIYADH (AFP) — Saudi 
^5 Foreign Minister Prince 
” Saud A1 Faisal said Satur- 
day he had postponed a visit 
to Jordan scheduled for 
Sunday because of other 
commitments. Prince Saud 
told AFP his visit had been 
put back to June 7 or 8 
because he had to attend a 
two-day meeting of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
that opened in Riyadh On 
Saturday. Jordan announced 
the Saudi minister’s visit on 
May 13 saying he would 
discuss “developments in 
the Middle East and bilater- 
al relations." 

Israeli officer killed 
in Hizbollah attack 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — An 
Israeli officer was killed in a 
mortar attack by Hizbollah 
guerrillas in southern 
Lebanon, an army 
^ spokesman said Saturday. 

■ The soldier, who was not 
named, died of wounds sus- 
tained in Friday night’s 
attack when eight mortar 
shells were fired at his 
patrol in the so-called 
“security zone" occupied by 
Israel in south Lebanon. 
Lebanese security sources 
said Friday that the soldier 
was seriously wounded near 
Maricaba around the central 
sector of the occupied zone, 
sparking Israeli bombard- 
ment of nearby villages in 
re talia tion. Ten Israeli sol- 
diers have been killed and 
45 wounded in southern 
Lebanon so far this year. 

Iran, Iraq to swap 
bodies of soldiers 

DUBAI (R) — Iran and Iraq 
'“^wili Sunday exchange the 
bodies of 87 soldiers killed 
during their 1980-88 war, 
the official Iranian news 
agency IRNA said Satur- 
day. It quoted General Mir 
Faisal Baqerzadeb, head of 
Iran’s Committee for the 
Missing in Action, as saying 
the remains of 20 Iranians 
would be exchanged for 
those of 67 Iraqi soldiers. 
But the missing in action 
and the PoWs are still 
among the thorniest issues 
hindering efforts to improve 
ties between the former 
foes. Iran has said 5,000 to 
10,000 prisoners are held by 
Iraq. Baghdad denies hold- 
ing any Iranians and says 
more than 20,000 Iraqis are 
held by Tehran. 

Jran wants to 
5* "develop ties with 
Bahrain 

Manama (AFP) — The 

new a dminis tration in Iran 
wants to develop its ties 
with Bahrain, which has 
had a troubled relationship 
with die Islamic Republic, 
*e Gulf News Agency 
IGNA) reported Saturday- 
“The new Iranian leadership 
expresses its desire to devel- 
op bilateral links between 
the two neighbours," Iran- 
ian Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati wrote in a 
message to Bahraini coun- 
terpart Mohammad Ben 
Mubarak A1 Khalifa, GNA 
'iaid. Bahrain’s Sunni Mus- 
government accused 
Iran list year of trying to 
overthrow it. 


Jordanian-U.S. war games start; 
2,500 soldiers in gear tame desert 


Israel says 3rd Palestinian 
land dealer found shot dead 



Jordanian and American soldiers exercise together 80 kilometres south of 
Amman, Saturday. Codenamed Infinite Moonlight 97', the joint exercises will 
continue for 24 days (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Times 

QATRANEH — Jordanian 
and U.S. troops Saturday 
battled against a “mock 
enemy” as part of their first 
joint exercises this year 
with the participation of 
2.5 00 soldiers, helicopters, 
jet fighters as well as heavy 
and light weapons. 

The war games, code- 
named “Infinite Moonlight 
97," is “an attempt to 
improve the training ability 
of the Jordanian troops," 
said Colonel Yahya Malka- 
wi from the Training Direc- 
torate at the Army General 
Headquarters. 

“The training is to enable 
us perform assigned mis- 
sions on the international 
and national levels. There- 
fore, we conducted a num- 
ber of joint exercises with 
brotherly and friendly 
armies. This exercise is part 
of these efforts" Col. 
Malkawi told reporters. 

He said two meetings 
were conducted with U.S. 
army officials to prepare for 
the 24-day-long exercise in 
the desert, 80 kilometres 
south of Amman. 


Lieutenant Colonel Taha 
Ghazow said a Jordanian 
infantry battalion of 500 
soldiers, tanks, armoured 
vehicles, three Cobra heli- 
copters and jet fighters took 
part in the manoeuvres. 

Lieutenant Colonel Jon 
Inghram, commanding offi- ' 


cer of the Battalion Land- 
ing Team 2/1 said that 
1,500 marines with heavy 
and light weapons, light 
armoured vehicles, assault 
vehicles, 1 15mm How- 
itzers, heavy and light 
machine guns are taking 
pan in the manoeuvres, 
with a squadron of several 
helicopters and fixed-wing 
aircraft and around 500 
additional marines conduct- 
ing their training at the 
King Faisal air base. 

Colonel Inghram added 
that the U.S. troops, which 
arrived in Aqaba May 9 
aboard three U.S. navy 
ships, also include “a 
marines new service sup- 
port group which provides 
all our maintenance, trans- 
portation and supply sup- 
port" 

“We focused primarily on 
small unit training, and now 
as we progress into more 
complex training, at a com- 
pany, battalion and brigade 
level we will be using our 
mechanised vehicles and 
our helicopters in conjunc- 
tion with our Jordanian 
array counterparts” the 
U.S. official S3id during a 
briefing to reporters. 

“We will complete a com- 
bined armed exercise, using 
all our weapons with our 
Jordanian array counter- 
parts in demonstrating and 
sharpening our skills and 
our ability to cooperate mil- 
itarily,” he said. 

Col. Malkawi said that 
the U.S. troops’ redeploy- 


ment will start June 12 and 
be completed by June 19. 

During Saturday’s exer- 
cises, tens of Jordanian and 
American soldiers took part 
in a joint offensive with 
their light fighting vehicles, 
armed with small SMAW 
AT-4 rockets, while the Jor- 
danian side used four 
Khalid tanks, and several 
armoured vehicles. 

U.S* tanks launched the 
attack, firing heavily at 
their targets, to pave the 
way for Jordanian tanks to 
advance and hit the targets. 

The manoeuvres are part 
of the military coordination 
between the two countries 
which was crowned last 
year by President Bill Clin- 
ton’s decision to gram Jor- 
dan the title of non-North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion (NATO) ally which 
made the Kingdom legible 
for military assistance. 

Last December, Jordan 
received a $100 million in 
military aid from the U.S., 
as part of a total $300 mil- 
lion assistance pledged by 
the Clinton administration, 
which includes 18 UH-1H 
helicopters, 50 M60A3 

tanks, 250 Ml 008 and 
Ml 009 trucks, two MK-4 
personal boats, an air-sea 
rescue vessel as well as 
machine-guns and 1 ,000 
night vision goggles. 

The remaining $200 mil- 
lion will be spent on sixteen 
F- 16 jet fighters which the 
U.S. is expected to deliver 
by the end of 1997. 



U-S. troops pose with the flag of the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan during joint exercises with the 
Jordanian Aimed Forces, Saturday (Photo by Yousef 
'Allan) 


Arab states at U.N. condemn 
Turkey’s incursion in Iraq 


Palestinian Airlines 
fails to launch flights 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — The 
first ever commercial flight 
by Palestinian Airlines 
which was to link A1 Arish 
in Egypt to Jordan Sunday 
has been cancelled, Pales- 
tinian officials said Satur- 
day. 

“The indefinite postpone- 
ment of the inaugural flight 
is due to reasons beyond 
our control," the director of 
the Palestinian Civil Avia- 
tion Authority Fayez 
Zairian said without further 
explanation. 

Mr. Zaidan told AFP. that 
all flights between Ai Arish 
and Saudi Arabia, Egypt, 
Cyprus and Turkey, due to 
begin next month, had also 
been put back. 

“We don’t know when the 
problems preventing us 
from launching these routes 
will be resolved." he said. 

The Palestinians decided 
to launch the routes from Al 
Arish, near Egypt’s border 
with die Gaza Strip, after 
Israel refused to let them 
open a new airport in Rafah 
in the southern tip of the 
strip- 

The right-wing Israeli 


government insists on hav- 
ing full control over securi- 
ty and checks on passen- 
gers and cargo at the new 
airport, something the 
Palestinians refuse. 

The dispute, which stems 
from Israeli claims of con- 
cern over the possible 

smuggling of weapons and 
unauthorised people into 
the Palestinian-ruled areas, 
have held up approval for 
the airport and also con- 
struction of a port in Gaza 
City for months. 

Palestinian Airlines has 
two Fokker 50 planes 
donated by the Nether- 
lands. The planes took 
Palestinian Muslims to the 
annual pilgrimage in 
Mecca. Saudi Arabia, from 
Al Arish this year. 

The Rafah airport was 
authorised under a 1995 
autonomy accord, and its 
opening is seen as a symbol 
of Palestinian ambitions to 
sovereignty and a much- 
needed boost for the eco- 
nomic autonomy of the ter- 
ritories. which now must 
export most of their goods 
via IsraeL 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Arab countries at the United 
Nations Friday condemned 
Turkey’s incursion into northern 
Iraq, saying Ankara needed to 
withdraw its troops immediate- 
ly and unconditionally. 

Lebanon's Ambassador 
Samir Moubarak. head of the 
Arab group, told a news confer- 
ence. "We cannot accept this 
aggression taking place by 
Turkey and it is high time to see 
the Turkish troops withdraw 
immediately.” 

He said the countries had 
drawn up a statement condemn- 
ing Turkey's action, saying it 
was in "flagrant violation" of 
international law and a 1926 
treaty setting the borders 
between the two countries. 

Thousands of Turkish troops, 
backed by air power, poured 
into northern Iraq on May 14 in 
pursuit of separatist Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK) rebels who 
they say use the region as a base 
to bunch raids into southeast 
Turkey. 

The troops are in the Iraqi 
Kurdish enclave that was once 
set up as a “safe haven” by 
Western allies after the Gulf war 
when rebellious Kurds were 
pursued by Baghdad’s troops. 

Mr. Moubarak said the Arab 


group statement drew the Secu- 
rity Council’s attention to their 
"obligations under the UN. 
chaner.” But he said the group 
had not demanded an urgent 
council meeting and he did not 
know if they would do so. 

He said toe Arab group also 
“opposes the establishment of 
any security arrangements 
under any pretext which would 
violate the sovereignly of Iraq 
or the unity of its territory." 

Iraq said Saturday Turkish 
warplanes bombed villages in 
northern Iraq, killing or wound- 
ing 20 civilian Kurds, and urged 
non-aligned and Islamic coun- 
tries to stop the Turkish foray. 

"Six Turkish planes bombed 
villages in the sector of Rawan- 
duz hitting them with rockets 
and bombs. The bombaitiment 
led to the killing and injuring of 
20 Iraqi Kurdish Chilians,” the 
papers said. 

The official Iraqi News 
Agency (INA) said Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Saeed 
Sahaf wrote to the Non-Aligned 
Movement and the Organisa- 
tion of Islamic Countries 
demanding action against the 
Turkish forces. He said Iraq's 
pleas to the United Nations and 
the Security Council had gone 
unanswered. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Israeli officials said 
on Saturday a Palestinian 
known to have sold land to 
Jews was found shot dead 
near the West Bank city of 
RamaUah. Ali Mohammed 
J unihour. 54, was the third 
land dealer found dead in 
the West Bank since Pales- 
tinian Justice Minister 
Freih Abu Medeen was 
quoted in a published 
report on May 4 as saying 
that Palestinians who sold 
land to Jews faced execu- 
tion. "The body of a land 
dealer was found near 
Ramallah. He was most 
probably killed for having 
been a land dealer. He was 
shot in the head,” said 
police spokeswoman Linda 
Menuhin, adding the man 
was an Israeli citizen. 

Palestinian police have 
refused to comment. 

“Preliminary investiga- 
tions indicate he was inves- 
tigated by Palestinian 
police at the start of last 
week. They explained to 
him that his fate would be 
similar to that of land deal- 
er Farid Bashiti." Ms. 
Menuhin said. 

Bashiti, 70, of Jerusalem, 
was found dead in Palestin- 
ian National Authority 


(PNA) ruled Ramallah ear- 
lier in May. His funeral was 
repeatedly delayed and the 
burial site changed out of 
fear of violence. 

Another dealer, Harbi 
Abu Sarah, in his 60s, was 
found shot dead near 
Ramallah and buried in his 
home village of Ain Yabrud 
nearby. 

“He was a known land 
dealer who had sold to 
Israelis. He comes from the 
area of East Jerusalem." an 
Israeli official who did not 
want to be identified said 
concerning Jumhour. 

Abu Medeen said at a 
news conference in Ramal- 
lah last Tuesday the PNA 
was interrogating “seven to 
12” Palestinians on suspi- 
cion of selling land to 
Israelis. 

Abu Medeen warned 
Arabs with Israeli citizen- 
ship that they too could 
face the death penalty if 
caught selling land to Jews. 

“I warn and advise those 
Palestinians who have 
become Israeli citizens that 
this will not protect them. 
They will be tried in one 
way or another,” he told 
reporters. 

Washington and an inter- 
national human rights 


group have urged Palestin- 
ian President Yasser Arafat 
to forbid retribution against 
land dealers. 

The PNA has said the ban 
on selling land to Jews was 
necessary to halt the expan- 
sion of Jewish settle men is 
in the West Bank. Gaza 
Strip and Arab East 
Jerusalem, occupied by 
Israel since the 1967 Mid- 
dle East war. 

Palestinians see settle- 
ments as an Israeli attempt 
to thwart (heir goal of 
founding an independent 
state in those arcus. 

The PNA controls parts 
of ihe West Bank and Gaza 
Strip under a 1995 self-rule 
with Israel. Palestinian 
police arc limited to operat- 
ing in areas under their 
rule. 

Israel has called the ban 
"racist" and linked it with 
the deaths of Bashiti and 
Abu Sarah. The PNA 
denies the charges. 

An Israeli court has 
ordered the detention of a 
Palestinian man and a 
woman on suspicion of 
involvement in the murder 
of Bashiti, who held Israeli 
citizenship. 

(See picture on page 12) 


Arafat sends top two peace 
process negotiators to Egypt 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat has sent his top two 
negotiators with Israel to 
Cairo for talks on Egypt's 
mediation effort to rescue 
the stalled peace process, 
the Palestinian agency 
WAFA said Saturday. 

Saeb Erakai and Hassan 
Asfur have been tasked by 
the Palestinian cabinet to 
pursue contacts with Egypt- 
ian officials, the agency 
added. 

The cabinet also 
denounced the “Israeli bull- 
dozers which are destroy- 
ing the peace process" and 
once again demanded a halt 
to construction work on a 
Jewish settlement in Arab 
east Jerusalem and to Jew- 
ish settlements in the West 
Bank, it said. 

Mr. Arafat, who leaves 
Sunday for an Organisation 
of African Unity (OAU) 
summit opening in Harare, 
Wednesday, also appealed 
to African countries to 
actively support the Pales- 


tinian cause, WAFA said. 

“African countries must 
strengthen their support for 
the rights of the Palestinian 
people to have an indepen- 
dent state with Jerusalem as 
the capital," WAFA quoted 
Mr. Arafat as saying. 

Egypt’s mediation bid is 
led ”bv Ossama Baz. top 
advisor to Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak, who 
met Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu late 
Thursday after talks with 
Mr. Arafat the previous day. 

Mr. Baz hailed the “posi- 
tive atmosphere” of his 
talks with the hardline 
Israeli premier but could 
not report any progress in 
bringing the two sides back 
to the negotiating table. 

However, he will return to 
Israel next week to meet 
Mr. Netanyahu again, the 
prime minister's office said. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s office 
said Friday that Egypt was 
“seriously” considering 
Israeli proposals to gel 
peace talks with the Pales- 


tinians moving again after a 
10-week crisis. 

Israel’s suggestions to 
end the crisis — already 
rejected by the Palestinians 
— mainly consist of build- 
ing new homes for Pales- 
tinians to offset their anger 
at the Jewish settlement. 

It has also offered to 
speed up talks on a final 
peace deal between the two 
sides and to freeze the 
demolition of Palestinian 
homes built without Israeli 
permits. 

Mr. Arafat insists that 
peace talks cannot resume 
until Israel calls a halt to all 
its settlement building. The 
Palestinians also argue that 
Israel’s ideas on a final 
peace settlement are so far 
removed from their bottom- 
line demands that accelerat- 
ed negotiations would be 
pointless. 

“These proposals are not 
only insulting, they are the 
best way of perpetuating 
the Israel i-Palestiniun con- 
flict.” Mr. Erakat told AFP. 


Father sets his own child on fire; 


Nidal may not make it - doctors 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Police Satur- 
day apprehended a 31- 
year-old man who alleged- 
ly set his II -year-old son 
on fire in the Nadif suburb 
of Amman, official sources 
said. 

Atef Ghandour was 
arrested one day after 
locking his child Nidal in a 
bathroom, pouring 

kerosene over him. then 
setting him on fire, one 
official source said. 

According to the source, 
Nidal and two of his broth- 
ers were studying in the 
front yard of their house 
on Zeid Ben Kharab 
Street, while their father 
slept 

The children started 
screaming, die source said, 
and the noise awakened 
their father who became 
upset, went outside and 
told them to tear up their 
books. 

“Nidal refused to tear up 


his book, so his father took 
him to the bathroom, 
poured kerosene on him 
and asked his wife to set 
their child on fire.” the 
source said. 

“The mother refused, so 
the father, using his ciga- 
rette lighter tit the 
kerosene, then minutes 
later he put out the flames 
and rushed his son to the 
nearest hospital." the 
source added. 

One neighbour. in 
describing the incident, 
said she heard her neigh- 
bour screaming and when 
she went to check the mat- 
ter she saw the mother of 
the child outside her house 
shouting for help. 

“When we went to check 
the matter, Atef (Ghan- 
dour) prevented us from 
entering the house, and all 
we could see was smoke 
and flames coming from 
his house,” the neighbour 
said. 

One of Mr. Ghandour’s 
four children described his 


father as an abusive man. 
stating: “My father used to 
beat us and beat our moth- 
er regularly,” the 15-year- 
old child told the Jordan 
Times. 

The neighbours 

informed the Jordan Times 
that Mr. Ghandour was 
released from detention 
last week after spending 
one year in prison on car 
theft charges. 

The neighbours added 
that the mother of the vic- 
tim was also admitted to 
the same hospital suffering 
from a shock. 

The attending doctor at 
the Intensive 'Care Unit 
(ICU) at Al Bashir Hospi- 
tal where the child was 
admitted Saturday told the 
Jordan Times that the 
child’s chances of survival 
are slim. 

“Eighty per cent of the 
boy’s body is burnt, and it 
is more likely that he will 
not survive,” the doctor 
said. 
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Turkish army presses government 
on anti-fundamentalist measures 


ANKARA (AFP) — Top 
military commanders were 
expected to urge Islamic 
Prime Minister Necmettin 
Ei-bakan to implement an 
army-backed measures 
package to curb Islamist 
radicals at a meeting of 
Turkey’s highest advisory 
body Saturday. 

“Turkey is fully commit- 
ted to the secular principles 
of the state founded by our 
great leader Mustafa Kemal 
Ataturk (in 1923 ).” General 
Ilhan Kilic, secretary-gener- 
al of the National Security 
Council (MGK). said at a 
ceremony before the meet- 
ing opened. 

The MGK groups the 
president, the prime minis- 


ter, foreign and interior min- 
isters and top military com- 
manders, and is widely seen 
as an instrument for army 
influence on Turkey’s key 
security and foreign poli- 
cies. 

The MGK strongly urged 
the government in February 
and April to implement a 
package = of. measures 
against rising Islamist 
extremism. 

The proposed measures 
included the closure of pri- 
vately-run Koranic courses 
and the state-run secondary 
schools with Islamic educa- 
tion, the sacking of religious 
extremists from state jobs 
and a ban on fundamentalist 
propaganda. 


Bur Welfare's reluctance 
to put some these into effect 
has escalated tension in 
recent weeks. 

In April and May, Turkish 
governors closed down 
scores of illegally-operated 
Koranic courses throughout 
the country and security 
forces rounded up several 
people in Islamic dress. 

Under a law adopted by 
Ataturk’s administration in 
the 1920s, Islamic dress is 
prohibited, but the ban is 
widely violated. 

Welfare’s resistance to the 
army-backed crackdown 
plan has mainly concentrat- 
ed on the state-run sec- 
ondary schools with Islamic 
education. Mr. Erbakan said 


in early May that the closure 
of those schools was 
“against human rights" and 
that “people have the right 
to teach their religion to 
their children.” 

In widely condemned 
remarks. Welfare deputy 
Halil Ibrahim Celik warned 
the closure of such schools 
"could lead to bloodshed” 
and that ‘Turkey could turn 
into a second Algeria.” 

“At today’s meeting, the 
military commanders will 
emphasise their determina- 
tion for the implementation 
of the crackdown the pri- 
vate television channel 
NTV said. 

In theory, the MGK is a 
consultative body, but its 


resolutions are traditionally 
implemented to the letter by 
the government. 

Saturday’s MGK meeting 
came amid plans by Welfare 
and its coalition partners, 
the conservative True Path 
Parry of Foreign Minister 
Tansu Ciller, to call for 
early general elections in 
October or November. 

“A possible election does 
not affect the military’s 
position. The army wants 
the crackdown plan to be 
implemented,” NTV said. 

The MGK was also 
expected to discuss an 
ongoing Turkish army 
incursion into northern Iraq 
to hunt down separatist 
Turkish Kurds in the area. 


Gulf Baghdad calls for three-way 


states 

condemn 

Turkey, 

Israel 


alliance with Iran and Syria 


RIYADH (AFP) — Gulf 
Arab foreign ministers 
strongly condemned Turkey 
for its military incursion in 
northern Iraq and Israel for 
its hardline stance on the 
peace process as they 
opened a two-day meeting 
here Saturday. 

The Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) minis ters 
also said they hoped the 
election of moderate cleric 
Mohammad Khatami , as 
: Iranian president .would > her- 
ajd‘ better ’l&tweejTthe 
■ [ Islamic repuBlib’ and the 
Gtilf. 

Qatar's Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Jassem 
AJ Thani told the GCC meet- 
ing: “We strongly condemn 
the Turkish incursion in 
northern Iraq, which is a vio- 
lation of Iraq's sovereignty 
and territorial integrity.” 

He called on Turkey, 
which has 30,000 troops in 
northern Iraq hunting down 
Turkish Kurd rebels, to “pull 
its troops out from within 
Iraq’s borders.” 

Sheikh Hamad also lashed 
out at Israel’s right-wing 
government which he said 
was responsible for the 
deadlock in the peace 
process and called on the 
Jewish state to respect its 
agreements with the Pales- 


B AG HD AD (AFP) — Iraq 
Saturday called for the cre- 
ation of a three-way 
alliance with Iran and Syria 
even though it has yet to 
resume full ties with its two 
neighbours. 

“A normalisation between 
Iraq. Iran and Syria and the 
establishment of coopera- 
tion between these three 
countries is capable of 
changing the balance of 
power in favour of Arabs 
and Iranians and bringing 
peace and security to the 
region,” wrote the Babel 
newspaper, run by Iraqi 
President Saddam Hus- 
sein's eldest son Uday. 


“Iraq, Syria and Iran are 
called upon to create a force 
to oppose rhe Imperialist- 
Zionist front and to enter 
the 2 1st century with broth- 
erly and cordial relations 
based on cooperation and 
mutual respect,” Babel 
added. 

Syria and Iraq, ruled by 
rival branches of the Baath 
Party, have had troubled 
relations since President 
Saddam became Iraqi pres- 
ident in 1979. 

Iraq broke off diplomatic 
ties with its neighbour in 
1980 to protect Syrian arms 
supplies to Iran at the start 
of the 1980-SS Iran-Iraq 


war. 

In 1982 Syria closed its 
border with Iraq along with 
the Kirkuk-Banias oil 
pipeline, depriving Bagh- 
dad of its only Mediter- 
ranean outlet. 

However, an Iraqi official 
said Syria could deride 
soon to reopen the border 
after a Syrian business del- 
egation visited Baghdad 
last week. 

“The sending of a Syrian 
economic delegation to 
Baghdad and the success of 
its mission shows that there 
are good chances of nor- 
malisation between Bagh- 
dad and Damascus,” Babel 


said. 

Iran and Iraq have still not 
normalised their relations 
nine years after the end of 
their war, with the issue of 
prisoners and missing the 
main obstacle to a rap- 
prochement. 

But Babel said: “The 
change sought after by Ira- 
nians (after the victory of 
moderate candidate 

Mohammad Khatami in the 
presidential election eight 
days ago) is not only on the 
domestic front.” 

Mr. Khatami’s declara- 
tions “show a desire for 
new ties with the Arabs,” it 
said. 



HAMAS PROTEST: Young Palestinian scouts march in front of a Hamas poster on 
Saturday in Hebron as around one thousand people marched through the Islamic 
university here to demand the release of Palestinians held in Israeli jail. Some 3.000 
Palestinians ace detained in Israeli prisons but Palestinian National Authority 
demands for their release have been rejected by the right-wing government of 
Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu (AFP photo) 


.Egyptian envoy dde in fganaeKi Arab to 


Lebanon charges leftist labour leader 


a jt 


CAIRO (AFP) — - Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak said Saturday his top advisor will 
return to Israel on Sunday to obtain the Israel's 
response to Palestinian demands aimed at end- 
ing the deadlock in the peace process. Israeli 
officials had asked Mr. Mubarak's envoy 
Ossama Al Baz for more time to examine 
Palestinian proposals made last week after a 
summit between the Egyptian president and 
Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu, 
he said. “Mr. Baz will leave Sunday to obtain 
the Israeli reaction and will then communicate 
that to the Palestinians.” Mr. Mubarak said dur- 
ing a meeting with Egyptian intellectuals and 
journalists. Mr. Baz shuttled between meetings 
with Mr. Netanyahu and Mr. Arafat last week 
following the summit between Mr. Mubarak 
and the Israeli premier in the Egyptian Red Sea 
resort of Sharm Al Sheikh. 


CAIRO (AFP) — A delegation of 60 Arab 
League observers left Cairo for Algiers on Sat- 
urday to take pan in supervision of die Alger- 
ian legislative elections next week, a league 
official said. Algeria’s 16.8 million registered 
voters go to the polls on Thursday but the cam- 
paign has been maned by the deaths of more 
than 120 people in massacres and three bloody 
car bomb attacks since it opened on May 15. 
The Arab League delegation leader Said Kama! 
said recently that the observers would be work- 
ing in 48 constituencies alongside the Organi- 
sation of African Unity (OAU) and U.N. 
observers. The 22-member Arab League sent 
43 observers to monitor the presidential elec- i 
cions in Algeria, a member state, in 1 995. 


Egypt offering officers bonuses 


Libya calls for Arab summit 


unions. 

Of the Iranian president- 
elect, the Qatari minister said 
he hoped he could bring “the 
development of relations 
between Iran and the GCC.” 
which have been dogged by 
a territorial dispute between 
the Islamic republic and 
GCC member tire United 
Arab Emirates (UAE). 

The GCC groups the UAE 
with Saudi Arabia, Kuwait. 
Oman. Qatar and Bahrain. 


MUSCAT (AFP) — Libya wants to organise a 
summit of Arab leaders in July to coincide with 
the anniversary of the birth of the Prophet 
Mohammad, a Libyan envoy visiting Oman 
said Saturday. “Libya wants an Arab summit in 
July to study the fiiture of the Arab World and 
draw up a joint Arab project for the 2 1st centu- 
ry." General Mustafa Kharoubi said during a 
Gulf tour to hand out messages from Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadhafi. He said Libya 
wants the summit to be held around July I S. the 
anniversary of the birth of the Prophet Moham- 
mad. in the Saudi Holy City of Mecca, Libya 
or Egypt 


ASSIUT (AP) — The interior ministry is 
offering bonuses including an extra $150 a 
month to police officers willing to serve in 
southern Egypt, where Islamists have been 
waging a violent campaign against the govern- 
ment. Security officials said a handbook dis- 
tributed by the ministry promises police offi- 
cers $ 1 50 a month in addition to their salaries. 
The average salary of a police officer is about 
5205 a month. The officers will also get 10 
days off each month, instead of the regular 
eight days, said the officials, who sprite on cus- 
tomary condition on anonymity. The move is 
to encourage qualified officers to serve in dan- 
gerous areas of southern Egypt, where 37 offi- 
cers have been killed in fighting with militants 
in the past five years. 
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BEIRUT (R) — A Beirut 
investigating magistrate 
Saturday charged leftist 
Labour leader Elias Abu 
Rizk with impersonating 
the head of the General 
Labour Confederation 
(CGTL) and usurping 
office by force, judicial 
sources said. 

Magistrate Saeed Mirza 
issued an arrest warrant 
against Mr. Abu Rizk 
after charging him with 
the offences canying at 
least seven years impris- 
onment, they added. 

Mr. Abu Rizk had spent 
Friday night in detention 
at the courts of justice 
after a Beirut prosecutor 
interrogated him initially 
in connection with the 
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charges/ ‘brought against 
him by rival labour leader 
Ghneira Zoghbi. 

The detention of Mr. 
Abu Rizk was protested 
against by opposition 
members of parliament. 
Deputy Boutros Haiti said 
if the government did not 
deal with union issues on 
a sound basis “citizens 
will begin to fear defend- 
ing their rights via the 
judicial system.” 

Mr. Zoghbi and Mr. Abu 
Rizk have swapped accu- 
sations since controversial 
CGTL elections last 
month which split the 
confederation and result- 
ed in the election of sepa- 
rate leaderships headed by 
each of them. 


’Mr. Abu Rizk's support- 
ers elected him in the 
morning and Mr. 
Ghneim's supporters 
elected him in the after- 
noon. Each says the elec- 
tion of the other was 
invalid. 

The International 
Labour Organisation 
(ILO) and the pan-Arab 
Workers Federation have 
recognised Mr. Abu 
Rizk's reelection and the 
International Confedera- 
tion of Arab Trade Unions 
has refused to accept a 
member of the pro-Zogh- 
bi leadership as 
Lebanon's representative. 

Mr. Zoghbi is due to 
leave Beirut later Satur- 
day for Geneva to attend a 


conference of the ILO. 
Mr. Abu Rizk was 
detained Friday as he pre- 
pared to leave for an 
international labour sum- 
mit in Copenhagen. 

The Lebanese govern- 
ment recognised Mr. 
Zoghbi 's leadership. Mr. 
Abu Rizk. who was seek- 
ing reelection after head- 
ing the CGTL for the past 
four years, has been a 
thorn in the side of bil- 
lionaire Prime Minister 
Rafik AJ Hariri. 

As leader he repeatedly 
called for pay rises, 
strikes and demonstra- 
tions and accused the gov- 
ernment of ignoring the 
plight of the poor. 


Yemeni beheaded in S. Arabia for burning death 


P 
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RIYADH t AP) — A Yemeni convict- 
ed of murdering a man by setting him 
on fire was beheaded Saturday in the 
southern city of Hael, the Interior 
Ministry said. 

Ahmad Yahya Muzari’aa was sen- 
tenced to death after a court found him 
guilty of throwing gasoline on Mous- 


sa Ali Asiri. a Saudi national, and then 
setting him ablaze, the ministry said. 

It did not say when the crime took 
place. 

The execution raised to 44 the num- 
ber of people beheaded this year in 
Saudi Arabia. Twenty-three were exe- 
cuted in May alone. Last year. 71 peo- 


ple were executed. 

Courts in this oil-rich kingdom 
impose the death penalty for crimes 
such as rape, murder and drug traf- 
ficking. 

Human rights groups have criticised 
the executions and have said defen- 
dants are often denied fair trials. 
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PROGRAMME TWO 

15x35 French Programmes 

j 16:05 Global Family 

1 16:30 Energy Express 

I 16:50 Doc. — Our World 

j 17:15 American Chan Show 

18:10 French Programmes 

[ 19:00 News in French 

: 19^0 ..., Headline News 

J 1935 Fresh Prince of Bel-Air 

! 20:00 ..Cinema. Cinema. Cinema 

1 20 JO .The Churchllis 

21:10 Renegade 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 One West Waikiki 

23:15 Sisters 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


103:53 JW 

i 05:26 .(Sunrise) Duha 

j 12:33...- — .Dhuhr 

] 16:14... ‘Asr 

19:40 Maghreb 

21:13 tIsha 


Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church TeL 661757. 
Terra Sanaa Church TeL 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652S26. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 773261. 

St Ephraim Church TeL 77 1 75 1 . 
Amman International Church 

TeL 827126 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
TeL 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL S45457 
The Latter-Day Saints TeL 
654931 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Ammon TeL 81 1295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


winds will be northerly moderate Nojib pharmacy 847632 


and seas calm. 


MinJMax. temp. 

Amman .. 15/27 

Aqaba. 21/35 

Deserts 12/31 

Jordan Valley... >22/34 


IRJBED: 

Dr. Ghazi Ta’amneh 250080 

AJ Quds pharmacy ( — j 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Salah Safarini 987565 

KhaliFeh pharmacy 985417 


Radio Jordan .7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

J. Electricity Authority .....815615 

Electric Rower Co 63638 1 

RJ Flight Information ..08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


Ibn Sina Hospital.— (09)986732 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 26. Aqaba 30 Humidity 
readings: Amman 35 per cent. 
Aqaba 25 percent 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


St Mary Of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh. Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church TeL 

632785. _ 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunication 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 

menl of Meteorology 
Fine weather conditions will pre- 
vail during die day becoming cool 
at night with winds northwesterly 
moderate to active. In Aqaba, 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Mukhies Mazahrah 820425 

De Wissam Hzayyin 748563 

Dr. Munther Al Qraini —779959 
Dr. Abdul Hadi Tayyim 6201 15 

Firas pharmacy -661912 

Endows pharmacy 778336 

AJ Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy ——.636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 


Food Control Centre 637 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 66I1II 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

-.63034! 

Civil Defence Emergency. — 199 
Rescue Police-. 192, 6211 11. 637777 

Fire Brigade 617 10J 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Highway Police. S434Q2 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Dept. 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Seumge Comptsns —897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

1 787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 0 1 0230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs ,623101 

Abdali TeL Repairs 661 10 1 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Cfentre —813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. 64428176 

Akileh Maternity 642441/2 

JabaJ Amman Maternity -.642362 

Malhas, J. Amman -.636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital - _845S45 

Al-Muasher Hospital -.667227/9 
The Islamic. Abdali —666126/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, AJ-Muhajreen 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. 775111/26 

Army, Marks 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ...602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery .865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

- - — (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

— —..(09)900560 


IRBID: 

Princess Bosnia Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

- —(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Hava Hospital 

(03)314111 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian. (RJ) information 
depanmem at die Queen Alia 
Imemational Airport TeL 
(08)53200-5. where it should 
always be verified. Information on 
oilier flights can be supplied on 
phone 08 (52700) 


10:05 — Dhahran, Riyadh (RJ) 

10--20 - — Aqaba (RJ) 

10 JO Dubai, Abu Dhabi f RJ) 

10:25 -.Beirut i RJ i 

10:45 Doha, Bahrain (RJi 

J 7:40 New York. Amsterdam iRJ j 

18:05 — Paris iRJ) 

18:50 — London (RJ) 

19:10 — -Athens (RJ) 

I9r20 .....Madrid, Geneva (Rj) 

20:10 Chicago. Detroit, Amster- 
dam (RJ) 

20:20 Tunis (RJ) 

20:40 Vienna (RJj 

^k 40 — ....... Rome(Rj) 

23:15 -.Frankfurt, Brussels. (RJj 

00:43 -...-Beirut (add) (RJ) 

01:03 Cairo (add) (RJi 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

09:30 - Jeddah (RJ) 

10:00 Bombay (RJ) 


Other Flights 

12:00 . — — _... Sanaa \IY) 

12:00 - Jeddah iSV) 

13:33 - Bahrain (GF) 

15:20 Moscow (SU) 

21:10 — -Beirut i ME) 

SS! .Cairo (MS) 

M -Istanbul fTKj 

- - London [ BA) 

JJ?* 0 London (BAt 

07:-0 ......Tel Aviv iLY) 


Royal , 
06:45 
07:45 
11:30.. 
12:00 
12:15 
12:30. 
12:40 
(RJ) 
13:20 
13:25 
21:00 
21:10 
21:20 . 
21:25 
21:55 
22:00 
22:25 . 
22:40 . 
23:45 . 


DEPARTURES 

Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

— Beirut (RJ) 

Aqaba (RJ) 

Frankfurt. Brussels (RJ) 

.Tunis (RJ) 

- Vienna (RJ) 

Rome (RJ) 

Amsterdam, New York 


Athens (RJ) 


London (RJ£ 

New Delhi (RJV 


Cairo (RJ) 

Beirut (RJ) 

- Jeddah (RJ) 

Damascus (RJ) 

.Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 
•Singapore. Jakarta (RJ) 

Bangkok (RJ) 

Sanaa (RJ) 


Other Flights 
13:30 ....... 


Jeddah SV) 

Sanaa (TV) 

Doha (GF) 

_ Moscow (SU) 

~* :25 —..Cairo (MS.) 

00:45 .Amsrertiam (KL) 

°“ :0 ° —.Cairo (MS) 

°Z :ft0 Beirut (ME) 


-London (BA^J 
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President of the Jordanian Arab 
Ba’afo'Socaalist Party Khalil Had- 
' dadmalso confirmed his intention 
r-to iun for reelection in Amman k 
Third District 

• Including the Sports City, Jabal 
Amman, - : and Abdalr^ areas, 

Amman's Third District is considk 
c ^d fo reflect the elite’s political 
pattern and it elects one Grc&ssum, 
one Christian and three Muslim 


fioHSvfjf ^c^n^^iai^ figtiies fQf 
At^nw^/lii^^urd district. .’ ; ’* " 
T% “.ass^bly "of dte;- 

in . an emer- 
gency meetin^pld late last we^ 
nommate^^ General 

Ishaq Farhari;^2di legislature 
Deputy H?rahTyv i: 7^td Kflani t and. 
Circassian Wahd;;Sifcikri Shabso to 
ran in the . t^Omhg elections. 

ln ; iihe mean^diile, in V recent 
interview^ Wifo= fli^Jprdan Times, 


jhl the 1993 par liamentar y elec- 
tions, Dr. Ifceilani won fob first 
Muslim seat, with 9,134, voces, fol- 
lowed by former Prime Minister 
~Ttds=r Masri (3,789 votes) 1 and for- 
mer Minister of Industry and Trade 
Ali Abtil Ragheb (8,162 votes). 

The Third District also elected the 
catty woman in the 12th Parliament, 
Toujan Feisal, who won the seat 
allocated for. the Circassian imnori- 

; The Christian seat was won by 
Mr.Haddadin 

“The party has not yet finalised a 


elections 


candi d a te s Hst, apart from my nom- 
ination in Amman's Third District, 
for the Christian seat," Mr. Had- 
rfadtn said. 

His party, which announced its 
consolidation with A1 Haq, headed 
by Mohammed Zbbi, and the Arab 
Land Party, headed by Mohammad 
Ouran, into the Jordanian. National- 
ist Democratic' Front (JNDF) late 
February, is seeking to field candi- 
dates under a single ticket with all 
opposition parties, including the 
Islamists, Me Haddadm added. 

“Weare keen on working togeth- 
er with the other opposition parties, 
but if we do not reach an agree- 
ment, we wQ] field our candidates 
on our own,” he asserted. 

Though “it is still too early to list 
the major points die election cam- 
paign will focus on,” Mr. Haddadin 
said, a special committee is study- 
ing the next election campaign’s 
strategy. 

Together with die Islamists and 
the leftists, a third major party, the 


centrists of the newly formed 
National Constitutional Party 
(NCP) are also getting ready for the 
upcoming elections. 

NCP Deputy Secretary General 
for Economic and Financial Affairs 
Anis Muasher told the Jordan 
Times “a special committee is 
working on the election campaign, 
and the study should be completed 
soon.** 

Though Mr. Muasher judged “not 
wise” to hazard a forecast on how 
many candidates the NCP will field 
and how many seats it will win, his 
colleague Hakim Kheir. NCP 
deputy secretary general for infor- 
mation affairs said in an interview 
earlier with the Jordan Times that 
he counts on winning “20 to 30 
seats” in the 80- member Lower 
House of Parliament. 

For his part. Dr. Farhan bad told 
die Jordan Times he expected the 
IAF to win “around 20 seats” in the 
1997 elections for the Kingdom’s 
13th legislature. 
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JLeacieiismp academy meeting 
to draw 160 attendees 
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poffica^ -aytiaf: arid- ©cp^ 


^- JPrime 
Wfimster . Abdn} Sajam 
Majali Saturday -^met with 
Adbl $^ti| dir&tcRr bf the 
ymt^-Katioi^>Uri^ei^ 
^|totemau6n^ : - Ltoder- . 
smp - . ; I Academy 

rtb diseti^s the 
agenda of die die acadet 
nay’s . scheduled. . meeting 
today inwhicjiJ60partic- 
^apts : firim : 63 nations 
will participate. ^ - 
Tortlan'wti][;beriepresent ? . 


ed at die meeting by Dr._ 
M^^i, hfinister of For- 
eign Af&irs Fayez 
. Tiatvneli, Deputy Prime 
Minister Jawaa Anani and 
. Senator Zead Rifu^ 

Dr. Safti later told the 
Jordan . News Agency, 
Petra, that the academy’s 
choice of Amman as a; 
venue tp host die month- 
long meeting has political 
anotmltural dimensions. 

, He said is die TJNU/ILA 


is considered the first 
U.N. institution whose 
mission is to promote the 
making of young leaders. 

Referring to the acade- 
my’s programme, he said 
that 650 individuals from 
80 nations have applied to 
the programme. 

The meeting will be held 
under the patronage of 
Her Majesty Queen Noor. 


Police search for clues 
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^VIMAN; .'*T* Officials are : 
- investigating the death a 

70^yeaf^^> Woman . jrtio . 
was .found'bomt beyond 
recogmtiqn^aturday in her 
house jm Ashrafieh Subcnb. 

.The body pf Mjmeh 
Youseh TaWil "was found in 
Tkx bedroom by. Civil 
Defence ; r. 

* (CDD> 6ro : flghters ; ymol 
werecaQedhy ;&ehei^- 
bours to.pm out a fire. in the 
wcanan’s house; 

. “UntS now^ ij: is not clear 
if it was. an acf ^ariioni die 
baiiSe 6_f l ^e' -fir6 " is ' still 
■ befog igft^gated^ an offi- 
cial source; i£Jd $h£ Jordan 
; Tim® 8 Safnida^ ' : • ■ ' 

V The sQB^ added that the 
;fire. Winch bftfloe out at 
ijonndi.72^0' • jpmu . r only 
engulfed the woman’s bed- : 
- • t’V "* - ’j 

- . In . oftfe nKadefots “in die 


; ■ ♦W'.-jj'-* ~ r -\ .■■■■.... 

- Kfogdpm, : six people, 
including " three children, 
were krDed in various acci- 
dents, police and CDD 
reports said. 

hi Sahab area, CDD frog- 
men Saturday retrieved die 
body of a 25-year-old man 
from a water well in AI 
Iskan neighbourhood, the 
reports said. 

- Ohe official told the Jor- 
dan. .Tones that Mahmoud 
SalehT^gfithave commit- 
ted sukidfe by jumping in 

" thethr^-Tnetxe deep welL” 

The official, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, 
stated that die man was 
mentally in ’ 

Also killed in a drowning 
incident was Musa Abdul 
Kader, 20, who was swim- 
ming-in Ghadeer Shamieh 
■ area, the repots said. 

In the .Jizah area, a 58- 
year-old jockey was lolled 
after falling from his horse 
-during a horse endurance 


in burning 
twwoiriail^ 


competition, the reports 

said. 

Abdel Ra’ouf Moham- 
mad was killed when he fell 
from his horse minutes 
before reaching the finish 
line, the reports said. 

He was rushed to King 
Hussein Medical Centre but 
was declared dead on 
arrival. 

Road accidents claimed 
the lives of three children 
during the weekend, the 
repots said. 

The report identified the 
deceased as Rami Fawzi, 
one, who was struck by a 
vehicle driven by a 42-year- 
old man in Ashrafieh; Ziad 
Mustafa, one, who was 
accidentally run over by his 
father’s trailer in Jerash, 
and Safa Fathi, six, who 
was killed by a vehicle 
which rolled down a hill in 
South Marka. 




Jordm^ftt 


icr^^^ll'Jeetiire .Jktjbn 
; ^ adapts 

dafoied «aC25 pesr.btint.rif 

wopren .who have , reached 
the agd ofmenojonre^e of 
dste6p^SoSis7: ( : 

, Acccn^ng to e^diodmidi- 


bSteopOTO^ is a cEs 
: ^an^s boite frac 


, mdring a . pptieqt sus^pti- 

.’ble.to fiactiires’hai'b^k- 

T& :ffisease 
deci$QS& ja bone mass 
wdiicK^ead to foe t^fSoc- v 
tioh ^ffoe bon^Mid:Dr. 

/ . Wjjpiuf, 
orthw&dist aM dja^oan 
oftiie^Le^fo^C^iiun&e 
ofOsterijicirosk Treatnient 


>■ -ry- "*!; • ■ v j’T" • 

age^ >afid ^coitmuois Tx®® 
■fiacres' rifo ^^foseriotis 
jama^fotte ftaa^-|aid 


ni'irc , sminferng and afcpfiolV 


loss; of oestiogeai in foe 
Vltody which consequently 
Vl^ads.to a decrease of cald- 
i fon; thus creating strong 
i possibilities fqr.risteoporo- 
sisj Dr. Maalouf said. 

. Osteoporosis, however, is 
: . treatabte disease, 
explained : ? Hr.-. - .. Nabil 

Amman, - orthopaedist, 

■ exercise; foe pseven- 
tson 4>f long sitting, hours, 
consuming healthy foods 
. rich fo vitamins and miner- 
als and deceasing r foe 
intake of high fat foods and 
presemtives are simple 
ways df protecting ihebody 
ifiom the dis^seT he 
explained, 

----- At Ibn Al-Haytiiim Hos- 
^pttal, which tests patients 
:for osteopcuosis; has been 
" Quipped with a Lunar bone 
^densitometer machine, 

. tifoich can nteasme bone 
v andcalcinm densities in the 
5 bones fo a few minutes, 
d uring unharmftil rays,” Dr 
; Nour said. 

■: ‘IRecent .studies ... have 
i sfiown that 25 per cent of 
? W£p>o) who have reached 
menopause die of the dis- 
ease while only force per 


cent of women fo the same 
group die of breast can- 
cel; which is known to be 
the most dangerous disease 
affecting women. 

' Dr. Mhaloof explained the 
importance of continuous 
molical- check-ups and the 
use of-foe lunar bone den- 
sitometer, especially after 
foe age of 35 when a person 
begings to lose one per cent 
of Inne (tensity annually. 

“Clinical * examinations 
cannot detect the disease in . 
its primacy stages which 
may lead to foe loss of 30 
percentofthebone density^ 
until the person reaches foe 
progressive stages of the 
disease,” Dn Maalouf said. 

Several signs can indicate 
the presence of foe disease: 
continuous back and bone 
ache, consequent bone frac- 
tures and visible shortage in 
length along with difficul- 
ties in breathing that occur 
because of damage to foe 
spinal cord. Dr. Maalouf 
concluded^. 

The lecture was. held to 
draw attention to the dis- 
ease and foat it can affect 
both men and women. 
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Doctors to plan strategy 
to ensure increase in 
overtime allowances 


By Lola Kellani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Govern- 
ment physicians will bold 
a meeting today to dis- 
cuss a cabinet decision, 
last Tuesday which grant- 
ed public health doctors 
overtime allowances as of 
June -rather than retroac- 
tively to January 1997, 
said Bassem Kiswani, 
member of the Jordan 
Medical Association 
(JMA) board. 

^“SlfiegfMiAU^ts: foie, 
government decision, < 
especially that the 
increase was included in 
the 1997 budget, endorsed 
by a Royal Decree and 
recommended by both 
ministers of health (in the 
previous and current gov- 
ernments) Aref Batayneh 
and Ashraf Kurth” said 
Ja’fiar Huneti, former 
member of the JMA 
board. 

“The recommendations 
and agreement were not 
taken into consideration 
during the Cabinet meet- 
ing,” he said. 

The Cabinet decided, 
last week, to introduce 
overtime allowances to 
public health employees 
as of June 1997, while the 
memorandum of under- 
standing, signed between 
foe JMA and the govem- 
met in October last year, 
stated that the allowances 
should be granted in Jan- 
uary. 

The meeting, which 
will bring together 60 
pnblic health doctors, 
should present recom- 
mendations to foe JMA 
board on measures to be 
taken fo light of foe gov- 
ernment’s breach of foe 
memorandum of under- 
standing, said Dr. 
Kiswani. 

President of the JMA 
Bassem Dajani also 
asked for an urgent meet- 
ing to be held on Thurs- 
day with the prime minis- 
ter, said Dn Kiswani. He 
added that the meeting, 
which has not yet been 
fixed, will target foe cur- 
rent government deci- 
sion. 

For tire past two years 
the JMA and other pro- 
fessional associations 


have been pressing foe 
government to “correct 
the injustices” of a Uni- 
fied Allowances Law 
passed in 1988. That law 
actually withdrew bene- 
fits and reduced the 
income of doctors and 
other professionals, said 
Dr. Dajani, in an earlier 
interview. 

“The overtime spent by 
a doctor at foe Ministry 
of Health hospitals ,is 
eqn!il 1 'W^he^foini. 1 ? iof 
his/her ^ regular hours^but 
his/her overtone 

allowances are less than 
what he/she would 
receive during regular 
hours,” said Dr. Kiswani. 

He added that a newly 
employed doctor’s over- 
time is 500 fils per each 
overtime hour 
A second demand will 
be to increase foe basic 
salaries of public health 
doctors in order to raise 
the retirement wages 
which are calculated on 
the basic salary. 

“The major bulk of 
public health doctors’ 
salaries are allowances, 
while retirement pensions 
are based on the basic 
salary,” said Dr. Kiswani. 

The Cabinet decision, 
which was rejected by 
professional associations, 
also igaored foe demands 
of other public sector 
employees, such as agri- 
cultural engineers, jour- 
nalists and geologists. 

A statement issued by 
foe association Thursday 
called for a general 
assembly meeting, Fri- 
day, for all public 
employees who are mem- 
bers of the association to 
discuss foe Cabinet deci- 
sion. 

“Next Friday’s meeting, 
which will bring together 
more than 1,000 public 
health doctors and other 
government employees, 
should come up with 
good recommendations,” 
said Dr. Kiswani. 


A leading Jordanian commercial company 
requires a full-time Executive Secretary with a 
good command of the English language and 
another language, preferably French. 

The candidates must have good commercial 
communication skills. 

A good salary with substantial additional benefits 
will be offered to the selected candidate. I 

A recent passport size photo to be accompanied 
with each application which will be treated In strict 
confidence. 

CVs to be forwarded to the following mailing 
address, Attn. General Manager: - 

P.O. Box lit, Tarlk City, 11947 
Amman - Jordan 
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Afghan Taleban report pushing 


back opposition attack in north 


PUL-I-KHUMRI. Afgha- 
nistan (R). — The Taleban 
Islamic militia repulsed an 
attack on their positions 
south of the town of Aibak 
Saturday, a senior Taleban 
official said 

“The opposition launched 
an offensive at 7.00 a.m. 
(0230 GMT). They were 
beaten back and their dead 
bodies and burnt vehicles 
are still on the front line. 
One Taleban fighter counted 
more than 50 bodies,” Tale- 
ban Information Minister 
Amir Khan Mutaqi told 
reporters in Pul-i-Khumri. 

He said the front line was 
some 50 kilometres north of 
the town of Pul-i-Khumri, 
just south of Aibak, capital 
of Samangan province. 

Opposition forces were 
shelling Taleban positions 
behind~the front line when 
journalists visited the area 
on Saturday morning. It was 
not possible to reach the 
front line. 

Mr. Mutaqi said die 
Taleban had formed a new 
front line on the borders of 
the northwestern provinces 
of Badghis and Faryab. 


“The front line is on the 
border of Badgis and Far- 
yab provinces. Badghis is 
entirely in our hands,” he 
said. 

The Taleban took four 
nothera provinces last week 
when one opposition Uzbek 
commander. General Abdul 
Malik, apparently defected 
to them. They were forced 
to relinquish their gains 
when their erstwhile ally 
turned on them. 

They were driven out of 
the city of Mazar-i-Sharif, 
the opposition capital and 
the most important town in 

northern Afghanistan, after 

fierce street battles Wed- 
nesday. 

The International Com- 
mittee of the Red Cross said 
they had picked up over 100 
bodies from the streets of 
Mazar-i-Sharif. 

Mr. Mutaqi said he had no 
information about the Tale- 
ban forces who had been 
driven out of Mazar-i- 
Sharif. 

Mr. Mutaqi said the strate- 
gically vital road from Ka- 
bul to northern Afghanistan 
was open again Saturday 


morning after heavy fight- 
ing Friday when the opposi- 
tion took the town of Jabal- 
Os-Seraj. 

The town lies astride the 
road as it enters the Hindu 
Kush Mountain range, some 
70 kilometres north of 
Kabul. 

“The road is in full control 
of the Taleban forces. 
Yesterday the opposition 
launched a heavy offesnive 
against us in Jabal-Os-Seraj 
and took the town. When 
we counter-attacked we 
retook it and killed many of 
their fighters," he said. 

Mr. Mutaqi said the road 
was open for traffic Satur- 
day, but although there was 
traffic moving south of Ja- 
bal-Os-Seraj, there was no 
sign of traffic coming north 
from Kabul. 

Frontline Taleban soldiers 
said Saturday Afghan oppo- 
sition forces continue to 
hold the key town of Jabal- 
Os-Seraj, contradicting ear- 
lier reports it had fallen to 
the Islamic militia. 

A Taleban frontline com- 
mander, Mulla Yar Moham- 
mad, told AFP at Jungle 


Bagh, only eight kilometres 
from Jabul Siraj, the Taleban 
had not retaken the town. 

Other Taleban soldiers 
also said the highway town 
was still under the control 
of forces of Commander 
Masood 

Meanwhile, At least 12 
Shiite Muslims have been 
killed and mutilated in a 
southeastern district of the 
Afghan capital Kabul. U.N. 
sources said Saturday. 

They said a crowd gath- 
ered Saturday to protest at 
the killing s, which took 
place Friday afternoon. 
Shots were fired as Taleban 
militiamen tried to disperse 
the protesters, two of whom 
were reported killed, the 
sources added. 

The sources said the bod- 
ies of the murdered ethnic 
Hazara Shiites had been 
mutilated, but there was no 
immediate word on who 
had killed diem or what the 
motive was. 

The Hazara minority in 
Kabul is concentrated in 
two areas, die southwestern 
district of Karte Seh and 
Taimani in the north. 


Final Canada polls show shaky Liberal support 


OTTAWA (R) — Prime 
Minister Jean Chretien, who 
called an early election last 
month after riding high in 
the polls during most of his 
3-1/2 years in office, may 
be having second thoughts 
as his popularity slides 
ahead of Monday's vote. 

The final polls of the cam- 
paign suggested Mr. 
Chretien's Liberals might 
slip below their level of 
support in 1993, and again 
raised the prospect of a 
minority government 

“Liberals limping to the 
finish," read the headline in 
the Ottawa Citizen Friday, 
which published a Southam 
News-CTV poll conducted 
by Angus Reid showing 
Liberal support falling to 36 
per cent from its 4 1 per cent 
in the 1993 election. 

‘The Liberals' chances of 
forming a majority govern- 
ment on election night next 
Monday now stand at SO- 
SO." CTV News said 
Thursday night. 

In Canada's parliamentary 
system, elections must be 
held every five years but the 
prime minister can call 
them earlier. Mr. Chretien 


had the choice of waiting 
until late 1998 before call- 
ing this election. 

An Environics poll pub- 
lished by Toronto's Globe 
and Mail Friday gave the 
Liberals 39 per cent of the 
decided vote, to 20 per cent 
for the Conservatives and 
19 per cent for Reform. 

The Globe projected that 
the Liberals could get a 
majority of 179 of the 301 
seats in the House of 
Commons in Monday’s ele- 
ction. but that the numbers 
did not account for 
strengths and weaknesses in 
individual districts. 

The Liberals won 177 of 
the 295 seats in the last 
Parliament. The secessionist 
Bloc Quebecois took 54 
seats, but looked set to lose 
many of those and yield its 
official opposition status to 
the Western Canada-based 
Reform Party. 

In 1993, Reform — which 
advocates tax cuts, smaller 
government and getting 
tough on crime and on 
Quebec separatists — took 
52 seats with 19 per cent of 
the vote, exactly its level in 
the two latest polls. 


The Globe pegged 
Reform at 55 seats, while 
the Angus Reid poll sug- 
gested 50 to 60 seats. 

Mr. Chretien pleaded this 
week for a majority to 
enable him to stay the 
course on his economic 
agenda — more deficit cut- 
ting, followed by increased 
spending and possible tax 
cuts. 

Mr. Chretien went into the 
election with a lead put var- 
iously at 24 to 40 points, but 
stumbled when reporters 
asked him to name a single 
reason for an early election 
and lost ground as the other 
four parties attacked him. 

Reform’s Deborah Grey 
said: “Now that .Me. 

Chretien is talking about a- 
minority govemmenL..we 
think the Liberal strategists 
have decided that they marfp. 
a king-size mistake here by 
calling tins election now." 

The last Reuters-Zogby 
tracking poll, released Thur- 
sday, showed a slight recov- 
ery for the Liberals to 41.9 
per cent from 39.7 per cent 
a day earlier, 20 points 
ahead of the Conservatives. 

Gallup Canada released a 


poll Thursday night giving 
the Liberals a 19-point lead 
at 41 per cent and suggest- 
ing a Liberal majority. 

One of the defining issues, 
especially in the latter pan 
of the campaign, has been 
how to handle Quebec sepa- 
ratists. 

Reform capitalised on 
Western discontent with the 
Quebec separatism issue by 
running an ad suggesting 
the country had had enough 
of Quebec-born leaders. 

Mr. Chretien, Bloc 
Quebecois leader Gilles 
Duceppe and Conservative 
leader Jean Charest are all 
Francophone Quebeckers. 


^Wbat .we were doing in. 
le ads were saying, ‘heUo,' 


the ads were saying, *hellb. 
I'm a Canadian Irom out 
here and I have som&'friews 
to put on the table,’” 
Reform’s Grey told a news 
conference. 

“But as soon I say some- 
thing like that or offer a 
view from the rest of 
Canada, we get slammed 
down and get called bigots 
and anti-Quebec. They are 
simply lies and it does noth- 
ing to further the debate." 


U.S., allies issue ultimatum to Bosnian leaders 


SINTRA, Portugal (R) — 
The United States and its 
allies, fearing Bosnia’s 
peace process is in danger 
of unravelling, ordered the 
former warring factions 
Friday to comply with the 
Dayton Peace Accords or 
else face sanctions. 

In their toughest ultima- 
tum since the accords were 
signed 18 months ago, they 
threatened a series of puni- 
tive measures, including 
action against anyone “har- 
bouring'' Bosnia's indicted 
war criminals. 

"If there is not compli- 
ance." U.S. Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright 
told members of an interna- 
tional peacekeeping coun- 
cil. "it will not be business 
as usual for politicians and 
military leaders in Bosnia.” 

A final communique 
issued after a meeting of the 
Peace implementation 
Council, a body created 
under Dayton, indicated the 
allies’ patience was wearing 
thin with Bosnia's feuding 
multi-ethnic leadership. 

The United States, Britain 
and France, the main con- 
tributors to a NATO-led 
force in Bosnia, fear that 
unless the peace accords are 
implemented in full, the 


Balkan country could slip 
back into war after foreign 
troops leave as scheduled in 
June 1998. 

The international envoy to 
Bosnia. Carl Bildt, said the 
allies were resolved that the 
peace process must move 
forward and “will not toler- 
ate the resumption of hostil- 
ities anytime, anywhere, 
anyplace." 

The Western allies deliv- 
ered that message face to 
face in Sintra with the three 
members of Bosnia’s col- 
lective presidency — Alija 
Izetbegovic, a Muslim 
Kresirair Zubak, a Croat 
and Momcilo Krajisnik, a 
Serb. 

Mis. Albright began tight- 
ening the screws earlier at a 
private meeting in which 
she warned the three leaders 
they would be denied $100 
milliion in international 
loans and more than Si bil- 
lion in private donations 
unless they reached agree- 
ment on a national budget 

After a 15-minute session 
in which Mrs. Albright pres- 
sured them to act — and left 
her own pen for them to use 
— the presidents signed the 
deal, a U.S. official said. 

“Everyone here wants to 
help the Bosnians, but the 


Bosnians have to help them- 
selves,” Mrs. Albright told 
reporters. 

Officials said Bosnia as 
well as Serbia and Croatia 
would be under increasing 
pressure to turn over ac- 
cused war criminals, a move 
considered essential to res- 
cuing the troubled peace 
process. 

In their ultimatum, the 
allies said anyone “cooper- 
ating with and condoning" 
war criminals such as for- 
mer Bosnian Serb leader 
Radovan Karadzic could 
face sanctions, including the 
denial of visas to travel 
abroad. 

They also threatened to 
cut off economic aid to 
“those municipalities which 
continue to tolerate indicted 
persons working in a public 
capacity.” 

“We want them given up 
for justice," British Foreign 
Secretary Robin Cook told 
reporters. 

Four years after it was set 
up by the U.N. Security 
Council, a war crimes tri- 
bunal at the Hague has 
indicted 75 people, includ- 
ing Mr. Karadzic and his 
army commander General 
Ratko Mladic. But only nine 
people have been sent to the 


Hague for prosecution. 

Under the Dayton Ac- 
cords, Bosnia is supposed to 
be a single state with two 
separate entities, one for 
Serbs and the other a Croat- 
Muslim Federation. 

But Bosnia’s ethnic fac- 
tions have resisted integra- 
tion, many refugees have 
been prevented from return- 
ing home and the inter-eth- 
nic central government has 
ignored some of the main 
provisions of the U.S.-bro- 
kered treaty. 

The allies threatened to 
take action if such problems 
persisted. They vowed to 
withhold aid from local 
authorities who blocked the 
return of refugees and to 
close down any media out- 
let that promoted inter-eth- 
nic division. 

They also said that unless 
Bosnia appointed ambas- 
sadors by August 1 repre- 
senting the new unified 
government then all contact 
with existing foreign mis- 
sions would be cut off. 

“There is no option for 
partition or secession open 
to Bosnia.” Mr. Cook said 
“We will not tolerate a new 
apartheid on e thni c lines 
within Europe.” 


Sri Lanka says 214 rebels killed in offensive 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri Lanka sa id Sa turday that 214 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) rebels had been 
killed in the latest offensive in the north. 

The Defence Ministry said in a statement that the LTTE's 
radio had announced a list of 214 dead and said that 310 
rebels had been wounded in fighting in the northern Wanni 
region. 

But LTTE’s international spokesman in London denied so 
many rebels had died, saying the government usually exag- 
gerated their casualties. 

“I am disputing the figure. The Defence M inistr y’s figures 
are a fabrication. They always exaggerate LITE casualties. 
We have lost only 72 people.” Anton Rajah told Reuters. 

The Defence Ministry statement added that troops were 
consolidating their positions in the newly captured areas 
north of Omanthai and Nedunkeoi, which the military took' 


from the rebels after fighting in the past two weeks. 

It said there were minor clashes between the troops in the 
f orwa rd defence line and the rebels Saturday and that the 
LTTE suffered some casualties. 

Two army divisions, consisting of some 20.000 troops, 
launched “Operation Jaya Sikuru,” or “Sure Of Victory," 
from Vavuniya 220 kilometres north of Colombo, on May 
13 in a bid to open a supply route to the Jaffna peninsula, 
100 kilometres further north. 

Soldiers captured Omanthai and Rambaikulam, 17 kilo- 
metres north of the government-controlled northern front- 
line town of Vavuniya, after launching a two-pronged thrust 
into the Wanni region. 

The other flank was opened by the army from the north- 
eastern Weli Oya when they captured Nedunkeni, some 40 
kilometres northeast of Vavuniya. 



Russian President Boris Yeltsin (left) shakes hands with his Ukrainian counterpart 
Leonid Kuchma as they exchange documents after signing a friendship treaty, 
Saturday (Reuter photo) 


Russia , Ukraine sign friendship 


treaty and resolve fleet dispute 


KIEV (AFP) — Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin and 
his Ukrainian counterpart 
Leonid Kuchma signed a 
long-delayed friendship 
treaty and formally ended a 
dispute over the Soviet-era 
Black Sea Fleet here 
Saturday. 

Mr. Yeltsin said that rela- 
tions with Ukraine, which 
have been frosty since the 
break-up of the Soviet 
Union in 1991, were “the 
top priority" for Russia. 

“I am sure that this day 
will always be in the annals 
of relations between our 
two peoples,” he said, 
emphasising that the accord 
was between two indepen- 
dent countries. 

Mr. Kuchma said: “Rela- 
tions between Russia and 
Ukraine are essential for 
stability in Europe." 

Since gaining indepen- 
dence Ukraine has sought to 
boost economic and politi- 
cal links with the West and 
loosen the ties that have 
hpiuulit to Russia's destiny 
for centuries. ' 

The friendship pact and 
even Mr. Yeltsin’s visit bad 
been stalled because of dis- 
agreement on the division 
and basing of the ageing, 
but strategic Black Sea 
fleet, based in the Crimean 
port of Sevastopol. 

Under the deal signed on 
the fleet. Russia will be able 
to retain the Sevastopol 
base for 20 years, on a lease 
of $100 million a year, 
which will be taken off 
Kiev’s debt to Moscow. 

Under an earlier accord, 
Russia already controls 
most of the ships in the 


fleet 

Mr. Yeltsin ordered De- 
fence Minister Igor Serge- 
yev to raise Russia's naval 
flag, the blue and white 
Saint Andrew’s Cross, on 
the Black Sea vessels on 
June 12, Interfax said 

Mr. Yeltsin meanwhile 
stressed that Moscow har- 
bours no territorial ambi- 
tions in Ukraine, rebuffing 
nationalist aDd Communist 
forces who have questioned 
Kiev's sovereignty in the 
Crimean peninsula. 

“Russia and Ukraine are 
equal, democratic states," 
he said. Russia "does not 
claim any part of this coun- 
try or its cities,” he was 
quoted as saying by Inter- 
fax. 

Crimea, previously part of 
Russia, was handed over 
within the Soviet Union to 
Ukraine’s jurisdiction in 
1954. 

The friendship accord, 
which was still to be put 
before the two countries’ 
parliaments^ for ratification, . 
was welcomed *by Russian “ 
Communist Party leader 
Gennady Zyuganov. 

However. Mr. Zyuganov, 
who calls for the restoration 
of the Soviet Union, said 
that the fleet should not be 
divided, but should be 
"common and fulfill a sin- 
gle task." 

Kremlin spokesman Ser- 
gei Yastrzhembsky des- 
cribed the pact as Mr. Yel- 
tsin’s “most important for- 
eign policy move in 1997/’ 

Mr. Yeltsin and Mr. 
Kuchma held an hour of 
negotiations before signing 
the pact and laid a wreath at 


the tomb of the unknown 
soldier. 

The signing came as 
NATO prepared to an- 
nounce new members at a 
summit in July. The Czech 
Republic, Hungary and Po- 
land are seen as the leading 
candidates, but Ukraine has 
also expressed a desire to 
join the alliance. 

Moscow, which had rig- 
orously opposed any expan- 
sion of NATO, signed a 
landmark cooperation treaty 
with the alliance in Paris 
Tuesday. 

However, Mr. Yeltsin has 
repeatedly warned that Rus- 
sia will “reconsider” its re- 
lations with NATO if the al- 
liance takes in states which 
were once part of the Soviet 
Union, such as Ukraine. 

The friendship treaty will 
bar Russia and Ukraine 
from forging any alliances 
with other states detrimen- 
tal to each other. 

The treaty, which will run 
for 10 years, also says both 
countries “confirm the ijnu- 
ftEibility* qf Their • exi'sttng 
borders,” and pledge to 
“resolve their disputes 
peacefully” without inter- 
fering in each other’s inter- 
nal affairs. 

Moscow could, however, 
invoke the treaty to try to 
block a Ukrainian bid for 
membership of NATO. 

A clause in the document 
states: "Both parties pledge 
not to sign any accords with 
third countries directed 
against the other party (...) 
neither party will allow its 
territory to be used to the 
detriment of the other's 
security." 


centre stage 


NEWDELHI (AFP) 
Sonia Gandhi was ait the 
centre stage Indian 
politics Saturday with the 
top brass of the country’s 
oldest party offering to 
dear the decks for the 
reclusive widow to take 
charge. 

Sitaram Kesri, the pre- 
sent chief of the Congress 
(I) who faces a leadership 
challenge in next month’s 
party elections, late Fri- 
day said he would quit 
the race if the enigmatic 
Mrs. Gandhi wanted to 
lead the party. 

Mrs. Gandhi is the 
widow of former Prime 
Minister Rajiv G andhi, 
who was .assassinated in - 
199L Mr. Kesri said he 
had made her the offer 
previously, after her hus- 
band’s death. 

‘3 had made the offer to 
her in 1991 and even 
today I am ready to with- 
draw if she. agrees to 
become the patty presi- 
dent in the interest of 
party unity,” be said 
here. 

. The ' . ' Italian -bom 

widow, after repeatedly 
refusing to enter Indian 
politics, joined the Cong- 
ress this month. Since 
then, many party acti- 
vists have asked "her to 
take up tbe top job and 
refkubidi the party’s 
flagging image. 

The Congress suffered 
its worst electoral defeat 
In 112 years last year and 
has . been dogged by cor- 
ruption scandals and 


infighting. • -• ; ’- 

Mr. Kesri,' “7T, who 
faced trenchant criticism ’ 
for nearly bringing down 
the ruling coalition gov- 
ernment, allegedlyto ful- 
fil his prime ministerial 
ambitions, said he was 
.not power-hungry. L . 

“The only motive be--, 
hind my offer is to make 
the party stronger,” he , 
said. 

His main rival Shared 
Pawar, a member, of the 
Congress decirion -mak- 
ing body, who vowed' to 
defeat Mr. Kesri on Jnne 
9 for presidency of the 
112-year-old party, also 
said he would step aside 
for Sonia. . 

Mr. Pawar, 56, had 
asked the party leader-' 
ship to unanimously 
choose Sonia Gandhi, 
whose husband, mother- 
in-law Indira Gandhi and 
her father, Jawaharlal 
. Nehru, led the Congress 
for most of this century. 

Mrs. Gandhi is 
arguably the most power- 
ful foreiga-boru national 
on the Indian political 
scene, despite maintain- 
ing a sphinx-like silence. 
She is courted by . top 
politicians and industri- 
alists and is regularly vis- 
ited by foreign digni- 
taries on state visits to 
India. 

Mr. Pa war’s aide Abdul 
Rahman Antulay said 
late Friday: “I have all 
along been saying that 
Sonia Gandhi should give 
her consent for her unaiU 


/cnoris. election." _ 

- : But a second challenger 
to - RJr. -Kesri, 7 former 
Cabinet Minister Rajesh 
Pilot mdicated he would 
not easily bow out of the 
race for. presidency, the 
first elections for the 
Congress top post in 
some twodecades. 

“Let Kesri and Pawar 
withdraw from the .fray 
first, then Mrs. Gandhi 
and I will decide between 
ns,” he said. . 

Mr. Pilot and' Mr. 
Pawar had entered the 
contest saying a younger 
and cleaner leadership 
would revive the party. 
Mr. Antulay had initially 
jumped into the Cray but 
later made way for Mr. 
Pawan 

However, sources dose 
to- -Sonia Gandhi or 
“Madam” as she is uni- 
versally called — indicat- 
ed that she would neither 
take part in the elections 
nor “support any camp.” 
Meanwhile, party 
spokesman Vithal Nara- 
barf Gadgil urged the 
contenders to avoid un- 


jraessary controversy or 
“bitterness” in their cam- 


paigns. 

“Unlike parliamentary 
«tections or state elec- 
tions, these elections are 
within the party. They 
are family affairs and 
every member of the fam- 
ily should observe family 
norms,” he said. . 


Despite 
pressure. 
ASEAN 
to admit 
Burma 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — 
Realising the dream of its 
founders 30 years ago, the 
Association of South East 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
said Saturday it would 
admit its last three mem- 
bers — Burma, Cambodia 
and Laos — in July. 

Shrugging off interna- 
tional pressure to keep 
Burma beyond the pale, 
relying on long-term strate- 
gic considerations ASEAN 
chose to bring the three 
into the fold sooner rather 
than later. 

“It was unanimous. There 
were no reservations on the 
part of any ASEAN mem- 
ber,” this year’s ASEAN 
chairman, Malaysian Fo- 
reign Minister Abdullah 
Badawi, told reporters. 

ASEAN, which compris- 
es Brunei, Indonesia, Ma- 
laysia, the Philippines, Sin- 
gapore, Thailand and Viet- 
nam, derided last year to 
admit all three some time 
this year. 

Burma hailed the deci- 
sion and vowed to work 
closely with the bloc. 

“ASEAN’s dream to be- 
come a 100 per cent regio- 
nal organisation will soon 
become a reality and we all 
shall harmoniously work 
together to develop our re- 
gion with much co-opera- 
tion, coordination and un- 
derstanding of each other,” 
a government spokesman 
said. 

Some analysts had 
thought a political feud in 
Cambodia, which has pre- 
vented its parliament from 
passing crucial enabling 
legislation for ASEAN 
membership, might have 
provided a “smokescreen" 
for ASEAN to delay the r 
whole membership issue. 
But officials in Phnom 
Penh were delighted. 

“Oh good, that’s good for 
Cambodia," Information 
Minister Ieng Mouly told 
Reuters upon learning the 
news. 

“Now we’ll be part of the 
region, we can play a role 
in the region. We can con- 
tribute and participate," he 
said. ‘T think this means 
they didn't take into con- 
sideration the internal 
problems,” Ieng Mouly 
added. In a major conces- 
sion to the new members, 
ASEAN decided to give 
them 10 years from 1998 to 
cut tariffs to zero in com- 
pliance with the ASEAN 
Free Trade Area (AFTA), 

Mr. Badawi said. Other 
members have until 2003 
to comply, except for Viet- 
nam which has until 2006. $ 
But in a decision that 
could come as a relief to 
Western nations, none of 
the three will be given "a 
dialogue partner” at the 
a n nual meeting in Kuala 
Lumpur on July 24-25 
when they will be formally 
admitted. 

The annual meetings are 
followed by a series of con- 
ferences between individ- 
ual ASEAN members and 
key powers such as the 
United States, Japan, 
China, Austr alia and the 
European Union. 

The group, founded in 
1967 as an anti-Communist 
bulwark at the height of the 
Vietnam War, was under 
international pressure to de- 
fer Burma's admission over 
its human rights record 
Washington earlier this £ 
month imposed economic 1 
sanctions on Rangoon. 

Asked if Saturday’s deci- 
sion was a signal to the 
West that ASEAN would 
not tolerate pressure over 
the membership issue, Mr. 
Badawi said- ‘It was not a 
signal. We signal to no- 
body. We just made a deci- 
sion on what is best for 
ASEAN and the region.” 

The group insists its poli- 
cy of “constructive engage- 
ment" with Burma's gener- 
als would keep that country 
on the path toward democ- 
ratic and free-market 
reforms. ASEAN officials 
c av e also privately 
expressed concern over die 
strategic need to pull 
Burma out of China’s orbit 
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Some 5,400 Rwandan Hutu refugees arrive in Brazzaville, Congo. The refugees were fleeing Laurent Kabila's 
alliance forces and ended up in the Republic of Congo (Reuter photo) 

Kinshasa denies killings, unveils economic plan 


KINSHASA (R) — Laurent 
Kabila's Democratic Re- 
public of Congo denounced 
charges of massacres of 
Rwandan refugees and ac- 
cused some Security Coun- 
cil members of waging “a 
campaign of intimidation.” 

Mr. Kabila's cabinet, in a 
statement read on state ra- 
dio Saturday, also unveiled 
its short-term economic pri- 
orities, including plans for 
road and hospital rebuild- 
ing, job creation and a na- 
tional fuel supply pipeline. 

But with ministers saying 
the state coffers are virtual- 
ly empty, it was not imme- 
diately clear where money 
would be found. 

The statement, read by 
Information Minister Ra- 
phael Ghenda after Friday’s 
cabinet meeting, denounced 
“a campaign of intimidation 
orchestrated within the U.N. 
Security Council” and de- 
nied it was blocking work 
of humanitarian agencies. 

'These so-called continu- 
ing massacres of refugees 
are defamatory and invent- 
ed by those who failed to 
prevent the fall of the dicta- 


torial regime in our coun- 
try,'’ Mr. Ghenda said. 

Mr. Kabila, whose forces 
ousted Mobutu Sese Seko 
on May 17 after a seven- 
month civil war. took office 
as president Thursday under 
interim arrangements giving 
him sweeping powers. He 
promised national elections 
for April 1999. 

The U.N. Security Coun- 
cil Thursday urged an im- 
mediate end to violence 
against Hum exiles in Mr. 
Kabila's Congo. It called 
“in the strongest terms for 
complete cooperation with 
the U.N. mission investigat- 
ing reports of massacres, 
other atrocities and viola- 
tions of international law in 
the country.” 

Thousands of Rwandan 
Hutu refugees have crossed 
to neighbouring Congo 
Brazzaville. The U.N. refu- 
gee agency has flown home 
tens of thousands more in 
an airlift initiated after re- 
ports of massacres and ill- 
treatment by Mr. Kabila’s 
soldiers. 

Investigators have been 
refused access to suspected 


mass graves by Kabila's 
Tutsi-dominated anny. 

The refugees are remnants 
of more than one million 
Hutus who fled Rwanda in 
1994 to escape reprisals for 
the genocide of an estimat- 
ed 800,000 Tutsis and mod- 
erate Hutus. 

On the economic front, 
Mr. Ghenda listed “ex- 
tremely urgent, short-term 
priorities” for Africa’s third 
largest country. 

"The cabinet has agreed to 
the construction of a pipe- 
line to supply oil to all re- 
gions of the country,” he 
said, after outlining plans to 
rebuild roads and revive 
public transport. 

Mr. Kabila and his team 
have stressed transport as a 
priority for the sprawling 
country, whose mineral and 
farming wealth remained 
underdeveloped during 
three decades of corrupt and 
chaotic Mobutu rule for 
lack of proper infrastruc- 
ture. 

Mr. Kabila and his finance 
minis ter had already an- 
nounced plans to replace the 
new Zaire currency with a 


new Congolese franc. Mr. 
Ghenda said this would take 
place in a “relatively short 
period of time”. 

Ministers have singled out 
agriculture as another prior- 
ity in the nation of over 40 
million people, where un- 
employment may be as high 
as 70 per cent, civil servants 
have been unpaid for 
months and many people 
scratch a living in the infor- 
mal sector. 

The government promised 
agricultural training centres 
and a computerised register 
of job seekers. 

It also promised refur- 
bished and new hospitals, 
social centres for victims of 
the war and talks with uni- 
versity student and teaching 
staff representatives. It said 
secondary school exams 
would go ahead as sched- 
uled. 

On the security front, Mr. 
Ghenda said steps had been 
taken to end “criminal acts 
of sabotage to destabilise 
the government and prevent 
it working.” He did not 
elaborate. 


Indonesia’s Golkar takes 
over 74 per cent of vote 


JAKARTA (R) — Indonesia's ruling 
Golkar had over 74 per cent of the vote with 
virtually all the general election ballots 
counted Saturday, and political analysts 
said there appeared to have been no signif- 
icant rise in the protest vote. 

Indonesia’s Independent Election Moni- 
toring Committee (KIPP), the minority 
Muslim-oriented United Development 
Party (PPP) and the U.S. State Department 
all criticised the conduct of Thursday’s 
polls, however. 

Golkar, assured of victory before a vote 
was cast, had 74.23 per cent of the vote 
with 88 per cent of a possible 125 million 
votes counted. It won 68 per cent in the last 
elections in 1992. 

The PPP — Golkar's main contender dur- 
ing the most violent election campaign in 
three decades — pushed its share up to 
nearly 23 per cent from 17 per cent in 1992. 

The big loser was the Christian-national- 
ist Indonesian Democratic Party (PDD, 
badly hif by a leadership battle between 
ousted parry chief Megawati Sukarnoputri 
and her government-backed replacement, 
Srnjadi. 

The PDI saw its share of the votes dive to 
three per cent from 15 per cent in 1992. 
Analysts said both Golkar and the PPP 
gained at the PDI’s expense. 

Only 12 per cent of the possible votes re- 
mained to be counted, but it appeared likely 
few more would be added to the list About 
90 per cent of the electorate voted in 1992. 

Analysts doubted there had been any sig- 
nificant rise in the protest vote, known in 
Indonesia as Golput, or White Group, in 
which dissidents spoil their ballots or 
abstain. The Golput vote was put at around 
three-toTour per cent in 1992. 

But some analysts said the figure could 
have been manipulated as a large protest 


vote would be embarrassing to long-serving 
President Suharto, who praised the conduct 
of the election. 

“We suspect some manipulation by the 
government but we cannot prove it,” inde- 
pendent analyst Arief Budiman, sometimes 
referred to as the father of Golput, told 
Reuters. 

“My sources have told me that in some 
areas the size of Golput was between 15-20 
per cent,” he said. 

The lowest turnout was recorded in the 
capital. Jakarta, where only 69 per cent of 
eligible voters bad cast their ballots. 

Golkar took 57 per cent and the PPP 41 
per cent of the capital’s vote. 

The PPP has’ complained of election and 
voting irregularities and said it would meet 
next week to decide whether to accept the 
outcome. 

KIPP and the Bangkok-based Asian 
Forum for Human Rights and Development 
both issued statements saying glaring irreg- 
ularities had undermined the credibility of 
the poll for 425 elected seats in the House 
of Representatives and local and regional 
' assemblies. 

The U.S. State Department had called 
Friday for changes in Indonesia's political 
system, saying the elections were strictly 
controlled by the government. 

The worst violence over the elections 
came in the troubled former Portuguese 
colony of East Timor, with at least 17 peo- 
ple killed as a result of anti-Indonesian sep- 
aratist attacks Wednesday and Thursday to 
disrupt the polls. 

Despite the violence. 81 per cent of the 
voters turned out, with Golkar gening the 
lion’s share of 84 per cent of ballots cast. 

Police said Saturday they had detained 22 
suspects in connection with the violence, 
including 13 “rebels” and nine supporters. 


British disbands its shortest-lived 
peacetime regiment in Hong Kong 
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HONG KONG (Rl — To 
the haunting notes of the 
last post from a Lone Bug- 
lar. Britain- closed another 
chapter in the colonial his- 
tory book Saturday by dis- 
banding its shortest-lived 
peacetime regiment. 

Dubbed the 1,000 day re- 
giment, the Hong Kong Lo- 
gistic Support Regiment’s 
job is done just one month 
and a day before the British 
flag is frirled over its last 
Asian outpost. 

The last British soldier 
will march out of Hong 
Kong shortly after the 
stroke of midnight on June 
J f0, marking the end of more 


than 150 years of colonial 
rule. 

Tt is not often that one 
bears witness not only to the 
formation but also the dis- 
bandment of a regiment," 
the commander of British 
forces, Major-General 
Bryan Du«od, told the 
troops parading in the the 
unrelenting glare of the 
tropical sun. 

Tt was formed as a regi- 
ment which would have a 
life of 1,000 days. It has 
actually lasted a little longer 

— 1,181 days” he said. 

In its short ’lifetime, the 
Logistic Support Regiment 

— Mono: “We sustain” — 


has sold off the fleet of 
Royal Air Force Wessex 
helicopters to Uruguay and 
the Royal Navy’s three 
Peacock class patrol boats 
to the Philippines. 

Its troops presided over 
one of the most ambitious 
garage sales in Hong Kong. 

Everything had to go. 
From boots to bedroom 
suites, cars to mess crock- 
ery, food, ammunition and 
sporting equipment. 

They mothballed Stanley 
Fort which housed the resi- 
dent infantry battalion and 
decommissioned military 
schools. 


Pope voices 
concern for 
Poland 

WROCLAW. Poland (R) 
— Pope John Paul II began 
a nostalgic 11-day trip to 
Poland Saturday, saying 
that while he was deeply 
moved to be home, he was 
worried about some recent 
changes in the country 
including liberalised abor- 
tion. 

“Every time I return 
home. I am deeply 
touched,” the 77-year-old 
Pontiff, who has bad a 
series of health problems, 
said at a rain-swept airport 
in Wroclaw, southern 
Poland. 

“Every return to Poland 
is like a return under the 
roof of the parental home, 
where every little object 
reminds me of what is clos- 
est and dearest,” said the 
Pope, standing with head 
bowed and his left arm 
shaking in what is widely 
believed to be a symptom 
of Parkinson's disease. 

Speaking briefly to 
reporters aboard his plane 
the Pope seemed in good 
form, joking about the rain 
awaiting him. 

Asked if he was disillu- 
sioned by some recent 
changes in his homeland he 
said: “Yes. certainly, from 
better to worse.” 

Greeting him at the air- 
port, Poland’s exrCommu- 
nisi President Aleksander 
Kwasniewski issued a plea 
to help build bridges raiber 
than walls between politi- 
cal opponents. 

The Pope congratulated 
Poles for their economic, 
social and political 
achievements since the 
1989 fall of communism 
and noted an infusion of 
Optimism in the country as 
it went about the hard task 
of Teaming about democ- 
racy.” 

Poland’s economic 
growth is among the fastest 
in the former East bloc and 
it is advancing towards its 
goals of joining Western 
structures including NATO 
and the European Union. 

But passions rage over 
issues often linked with re- 
ligion’s role, as campaigns 
start for elections due in 
September. 


Sierra Leone coup leaders 
in talks to avert attack 


FREETOWN (Rj — Sierra 
Leone’s coup leaders have 
said negotiations are under 
way in a bid to avert a pos- 
sible attack by a Nigerian- 
led regional force to restore 
the ousted civilian govern- 
ment 

The Armed Forces Revo- 
lutionary Ruling Council 
(AFRC) tried to reassure 
Sierra Leoneans late Friday 
night there was no cause for 
alarm despite a statement by 
a veteran politician that 
Nigerian troops planned a 
military strike Saturday. 

Nigeria has been flying in 
jeeps, armoured personnel 
carriers and troops to join 
its forces already based in 
Sierra Leone under a re- 
gional peacekeeping ar- 
rangement There were 
signs that Ghana and 
Guinea would join in. 

“The AFRC wishes the 
public to know that while it 
is aware of a possible threat 
to public security, negotia- 
tions are continuing within 
(the country),” saief a state- 
ment broadcast by state 
radio. 

"The public therefore 
have no reason to be unduly 
alarmed,” it added. 

Last Sunday’s violent 
coup by junior officers led 
by Major Johnny Paul Ko- 
romah has provoked inter- 
national condemnation and 
there have been mounting 
calls for the restoration of 


deposed civilian President 
Ahmad Tejan Kabbah, who 
fled to neighbouring 
Guinea. 

Tensions rose sharply in 
Freetown after leading poli- 
tician John Karefa-Smart 
said on BBC Africa service 
radio that Nigerian troops 
would 'attack Saturday fol- 
lowing this week’s evacua- 
tion of Americans and other 
Westerners from the capital. 

“Instructions have been 
given emanating from Ni- 
geria that an invasion is to 
take place tomorrow morn- 
ing,” said Mr. Karefa- 
Smart, who lost the March 
1 996 presidential election to 
Mr. Kabbah. 

Nigeria leads the West 
African ECOMOG regional 
peacekeeping force which 
was sent to Liberia in 1990. 
Some ECOMOG troops, 
including Nigerians, have 
been based in Sierra Leone. 

Diplomats said the coup 
leaders' a announcement 
Thursday that they were 
closing Sierra Leone’s bor- 
ders and banning all flights 
was mainly aimed at stop- 
ping the Nigerian buildup. 

Military and diplomatic 
sources said leaders of the 
rebel Revolutionary United 
Front (RUF). who had been 
waging a guerrilla cam- 
paign since 1991 but were 
now allied to the coup sol- 
diers. entered the capital 
this week. 


Underlining the growing 
confusion in Sierra Leone 
since Sunday's coup, state 
radio has carried a series of 
bellicose statements from 
RUF rebels who have 
apparently hijacked the 
takeover. 

“We are advising the 
Nigerians and all foreign 
forces to stop bringing war 
materials to threaten the 
peace for our people,” said a 
statement by RUF official 
James Coleman. 

A separate statement 
signed by RUF spokesman 
David Collins said the rebel 
group had brought 5.000 
fighting men from its five- 
year bush war against the 
army to support the "revolu- 
tion.” 

It called for the immediate 
release of RUF leader 
Foday Sankoh. who has 
been prevented from leav- 
ing his hotel in Nigeria for 
sometime. 

The military and diplo- 
matic sources said RUF 
commanders were rejecting 
any mediation to try to 
reverse the overthrow of the 
elected government. 

Nigerian authorities have 
cut off communications 
with Mr. Sankoh. who ap- 
pealed Wednesday from the 
Abuja Hotel where he is 
held for his men to join 
forces with the coup lead- 
ers. 

The United States evacu- 


ated more than 900 foreign- 
ers from Sierra Leone 

Fridav. 

* 

A squadron of 15 heli- 
copters ferried 330 Ame- 
ricans and 600 people from 
40 other countries from a 
hotel in Freetown to the 
U.S. helicopter carrier USS 
Kearsarge lying 20 kilome- 
tres offshore. 

A rush of frightened for- 
eigners scrambling to leave 
before any Nigerian strike 
pushed the number flown 
from a heliport in the 
grounds of the Mammy 
Yoke Hotel to double what 
was expected. 

In London, nearly 400 
Westerners arrived Friday 
after being evacuated. Some 
spoke of fearing death after 
Sunday's coup as soldiers 
rammed through gates and 
then looted (heir houses. 

Washington, which is sus- 
pending the operation of its 
embassy in Freetown, said it 
opposed any use of force to 
bring back the civilian gov- 
ernment. 

“There is no need. We 
would oppose any further 
violence." said U.S. Stale 
Department spokesman John 
Dinger. 

In Ghana's capital Accra, 
a cabinet minister said pres- 
ident Jerry Rawlings was in 
telephone contact with Mr. 
Koromah in an effort to per- 
suade him to negotiate a 
political settlement. 


Red Cross to step up North Korea food relief 


BEUING (R) — The International Federation of Red Cross 
and Red Crescent societies will expand food aid to North 
Korea to help stave off famine as the hungry country’ waits 
for its next harvest, a Red Cross official said Saturday. 

A recent increase in donations to the hermit nation 
through the Red Cross meant the agency could boost food 
aid to more than 700,000 people from 139,000 now. said 
Geoffery Dennis, director of the British Red Cross 
International Department. 

“People are really suffering,” Mr. Dennis said in Beijing 
after a trip to the Stalinist country, which international aid 
workers say is facing the spectre of famine after several 
uears of economic cqllAp^e'aruJ nafifrai disasters./' “ 

' “Grain warehouses ’are now empty or almost emptyJ’-Miv 
Degnjs.said in an interview. Tt will be a very-critical situ- 
ation up ro the next harvest.” 

A Red Cross team on a two-week tour of North Korean 
villages and cities bad found that 16.6 per cent of the sev- 
eral hundred children under the age of six they surveyed 
were suffering from malnutrition. Mr. Dennis said. 

“People are eating grassroots." he said. “People are eating 
bark, they’re grinding it up and mixing it with other food.” 
North Korea would have a food shortage of about two 
million tonnes of grain in 1997, and many residents were 
living on a mere 100-150 grammes of grain a day — far 
below the subsistence level. Mr. Dennis said. 

Cruel floods over the past two years have destroyed much 
of North Korea’s grain harvests, further putting the squeeze 
on Pyongyang, already badly hit by the 1991 collapse of aid 
from Communist ally the Soviet Union. 


“Five million tonnes is the absolute maximum harvest for 
the country this year. The total need will be 7.4 million 
tonnes.” Mr. Dennis said. 

“I don't think they’ll reach it” he said, adding that farm 
machinery was broken down and great swathes of cropland 
still buried under sand left by the floods. 

North Korea’s 23 million people had managed to ward off 
famine because most rural families were able to grow small 
amounts of food on tiny vegetable plots, he said" 

“The cities are worse off than the countryside because 
people there can’t grow their own food,” he said. “Most 
people work in factories, which are running at about 30-40 
-.per eent capacity- ■now.” ; .. L:lM 

’ The new Red Cross operation would be- expanded to J9- 
counties and cities from the current 15 and would run from - 
July 1 to November, when October harvest results could be 
confirmed, he said. Some 50.000 tonnes of food would be 
distributed. 

The Red Cross would also pump S2.25 million into pro- 
grammes to provide basic drugs and medical equipment to 
hospitals and health clinics in the target areas, he said. 

“Hospitals... have virtually no drugs... except local herb- 
based medicines.” he said, adding that hospitals were run- 
ning at about 10 per cent of capacity. 

Meanwhile. U.S.. North and South Korean officials met 
in New York Friday in a fresh bid to arrange four-party 
talks on a peace settlement for the Korean peninsula, the 
State Department said. 

The low-level meeting was the first between the three coun- 
tries since more senior officials met in New York in April. 
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DIGITAL MICROWAVE CORPORATION 

Require a Sales Manager 
For 

Middle East 

Digital Microwave Corporation have recently established a regional office in Amman, 
Jordan to support the Sales, Marketing and Technical requirements' of the Middle East & 
Africa. To support the increasing demands of the Middle East Telecommunications 
Industry we require an experienced Sales Manager to support the existing customer 
BASE and to expand our activities with new customers and opportunities. 

The position is open to suitable candidates with proven sales achievements in the 
Middle East. 

The ideal candidate will have the following as a minimum : - 

Qualifications 

* 5 Years of Experience in the Field of Telecommunication, at least 3 Years in Sales nr 
a closely related role. 

•* Excellent interpersonal and communications skills coupled with organisational 

capabilities and entrepreneurial flair. 

*■ Educated to Degree Standard preferably in related field. 

* Fluent fn Arabic and English, both Written and Spoken. 

Heu/ards 

* High OTE Salary 

* Full Medical Cover ' 

* Other benefits subject to negotiation 

The job will be based in Amman and as this is not an ex - patriot position 
would ideally suit a resident of Jordan. 

Please send a copy of your CV and a written request to our mailing address 
or via courier to our office address by latest 16th June 1997 to the Regional 
Director, Middle East & Africa. 

Mailing Address - P.0 Box 1487 Amman 11941. Jordan 
Office Address - Sirand Building 2, Floor 1, Shmeisani Amman Jordan - CV's VIA COURIER 
Tel : + 962 6 607578 Fax : + 962 6 607579 
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Netanyahu’s enterprise 
pays off in jolts! 


THE ECONOMIC factor may yet succeed where 
political considerations have failed in convincing 
the Likud-led government in Israel to heed com- 
mon sense and breathe new life in the stalled peace 
process. The Israeli business community is up in 
arms against Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu for playing havoc with their economy 
which did well under the promise of peace. Now, 
there is a consensus among Israeli industrialists 
and the business community generally that the 
economy is grinding to a halt under the strains of 
Netanyahu's policies at the expense of the overall 
interest of the country. 

The immediate result of the impasse in the peace 
process and the tense atmosphere that this has cre- 
ated is the dramatic decline in foreign investment 
and sudden halt in that country's economic inte- 
gration into the region. Benny Gaon. the chief of 
Koor, Israel's largest industrial group, has 
summed up well the dire situation in the Jewish 
state in the wake of the election of the right when 
he said that “the economy pays for the damage 
done by each Har Horn a.” Goan is so desperate 
that he has decided to move half of his group's 
operations to North and South America so that it 
will no longer be subject to “Middle Eastern polit- 
ical jolts.” 

The Israeli business community indeed has a 
good cause to be alarmed. Recent economic indica- 
tors show clear signs of weakness across the board 
with gross national product dropping by half in 
the first quarter of 1997. Unemployment has also 
gone up by 7J5 per cent in tbe first quarter of this 
year compared with 6.6 per cent during the same 
period in 1996. The government has also failed to 
bring down the inflation rate below 10 per cent. 
Multinational corporations have started to shun 
Israel as a regional base and have frozen then- 
plans to settle there. In addition, the construction 
sector suffered dearly registering a rapid decline 
by 20 per cent since the May elections of 1996. 
Observers forecast that the greatest pains have yet 
to come for Israelis. 

All of these economic problems could have been 
easily avoided had Netanyahu decided to give 
peace a real chance. Instead of land-for-peace, the 
current government has opted for policies that are 
not only unpopular with world governments but 
also with the international and regional business 
community. The ball is squarely in Netanyahu’s 
court and it is up to him to spare his people and the 
Arabs additional agonies and setbacks. If Israel 
does not rectify the current situation, and soon, 
the Israeli people would be the first to pay the 
price, first in economic prosperity and more sub- 
stantively later in terms of political instability, vio- 
lence and possibly new conflicts and wars. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE JORDAN Press Association board represents the 
Jordanian journalists but it does not represent the Jordanian 
public opinion as u whole and therefore this board's consent 
to government amendments to the law on press and publi- 
cations docs not reflect the opinion of the various sectors of 
the public, said Fakhri Kaw-ar, a writer for AI Ra’i daily. 
Saturday. It is because this law is very sensitive and affects 
various sectors in Jordanian society that the other profes- 
sional associations came out in support of the press associ- 
ation's protests and hacked moves to force the government 
to cancel the recently introduced amendments that tend to 
restrict freedoms, said die writer. Amendments to a law 
which is considered very sensitive and touching on basic 
freedoms for all citizens should not come upon the consent 
of one association only; rather, they should win the backing 
of other associations and sectors, something that can be 
guaranteed through the legislative authority, he pointed ouL 
The writer said that the various sectors and the professional 
associations backed the journalists and their board in iheir 
protest against the government's amendments because they 
fell directly affected by these amendments and because they 
believe that the government should not take such a measure 
on its own. in the absence of parliament. He demanded that 
the press association organise a general and comprehensive 
dialogue over this issue, grouping various sectors with the 
purpose of reaching agreement on a common and accept- 
able ground. 


A WRITER for Al Dustour demanded that the government 
seriously and promptly look into the prospect of increasing 
die amount of pension it is paying ex-servicemen and 
retired government employees. Twenty years ago, when 
these retired people received JD 100 or JD 150 as monthly 
pension, they were satisfied as they were able to cover their 
immediate needs, but now. with the prices skyrocketing and 
the costs of living rising continually, they can by no means 
make both ends meet, said Rakan Majaji. The pension paid 
to the retired military and civilian personnel who are no 
more eligible for any work places them at the poverty line 
level and the government ought to include them in the 
recently declared plan of a social security net that would 
ensure that they lead a decent life after they had offered 
valuable service to their nation, he said. Over the past five 
years, successive governments in Jordan have conducted 
studies on ways to help the retired people not only through 
increasing their pension but also through enabling them to 
take up employment that would improve their income, he 


Even if Jordanian-Israeli trade picks up, 


it will be ‘immaterial’ 


IT WAS expected that extensive exchange of trade 
between Jordan and Israel will take place immediately 
after the signing of the peace treaty by the two states. Pure 
economic factors were encouragingly pointing to such an 
exchange because of the geographical proximity and the 
fact that the Israeli and the Jordanian economies are not 
similar. That is not the case of most Arab countries, whose 
economy, in the case of non-oil producing countries, is 
almost identical. By contrast, the economic and structural 
differences between Jordan and Israel signify that there 
are comparative advantages here and there due to varia- 
tion in technology, wages, capital and other circum- 
stances, making trade useful to both sides. 

Jordan enjoys special edge in the production of vegeta- 
bles. fruit, meat and chemicals, while Israel is superior in 
agricultural material, machinery and equipment 

But all these factors lead to was an actual trade volume, 
between Jordan and Israel, rising a little bit above zero. 
The published statistics, of non-Jordanian origin, claim 


that Jordanian exports to Israel in 1996 were no more than 
$5.7 million, made up of food items, chemicals and raw 
materials. Jordan’s imports from Israel reached $12.25 
milli on, mostly plants, machinery, agricultural products 
^nd raw materials. 

Those on our side who were fearing the risks of eco- 
nomic normalisation with Israel were warning against the 
impending flood of commodities from Israel which would 
dominate Jordanian markets in no time, overwhelm 
domestic industries and use Jordan as a bridge to penetrate 
Arab markets. All these fears proved to be baseless. 

The extremely low level of trade between Jordan and 
Israel is not due to the politically motivated anti-normali- 
sation pleas which we hear. Most likely, the end consumer 
in Jordan or in Israel will not recognise the origin of the 
commodity he/she buys. The real reason is the restrictions 
placed by the Israeli authorities to satisfy their security 
phobia. Jordanian lorries are not allowed to cross the 
Israeli borders. They have to unload and the Israeli lorries 


Europe after Chirac’s gamble 


not promising 


By Gwynne Dyer 


JUST ENOUGH people 
voted for Jacques Chirac to 
make him president of France 
two years ago, but hardly any- 
body actually likes him. He is 
one of those people with such 
a single-minded ambition to 
climb to the top of the heap 
that eventually their compa- 
triots just let diem. But dial 
explains why almost every- 
body is now delighted to see 
Chirac fail in such a spectacu- 
lar fashion. 

Chirac inherited a parlia- 
ment where his own centre- 
right coalition enjoyed a huge 
majority; 497 out of 577 
seats. He called this election 
almost a year before he had 
to. As a result, he may spend 
the next five years of his 
seven-year presidential term 
“cohabiting” with a left-wing 
prime minister and parlia- 
ment. 

There is still a chance that 
Chirac's allies could squeak 
in with a razor-thin majority 
in the second round of voting 
on June 1. We did not get the 
word “bourgeois" from the 
French by accident, and a lot 
of disillusioned conservative 
voters who abstained from the 
first round of voting on May 
24 may turn out this Sunday 
now that the left is so dose to 


winning. 

That may save Chirac from 
“cohabitation" — but such a 
result virtually guarantees 
that a large part of the French 
population will soon take to 
the streets. Either way, the 
project for European econom- 
ic and monetary union (EMU) 
is now in deep trouble. 

So why are people so 
pleased to see Chirac get his 
comeuppance? Why do nor- 
mally sensible analysts claim 
that Chirac blundered in call- 
ing early elections, when the 
centre-right’s prospects 
would obviously have been 


even worse in an election next 
year? The concept of 

“schadenfreude" leaps to 

mind. 

“Schadenfreude" is a 

German word meaning joy in 
the misery of another, even if 
you do not benefit from it 
yourself. (Interesting which 
words the English language 
borrows from which lan- 
guages, isn't it?) The sheer, 
selfless joy so many people 
feel at Chirac's humiliation is 
blinding them to the real rea- 
son he had to take his gamble. 

The deadline for countries 
to meet the “Maastricht crite- 
ria” and join the first wave of 
European Union members 
adopting a single currency in 
1999 looms ever closer. To 
qualify. France must cut its 
budget deficit from 4.2 per 
cent to a mere 3 per cent by 
the end of this year. It would 
be an unthinkable blow to 
French pride to be TWftiut — ; 
but Chirac wasn’t sure that he 
could bring the counfry, or 
even his own parliamentary 
supporters, with him. 

Like the last Conservative 
government in Britain, the 
centre-right governing coali- 
tion in France contains many 
“Eurosceptic” politicians who 
mistrust die grand plan for an 
economically unified Europe. 
They see it as the pet project 
of German Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl, and they do not 
believe it is politically feasi- 
ble to make the spending cuts 
that would be needed for 
France to qualify. 

Chirac's calculation was 
that if his coalition could win 
an early election, then the 
centre-right's members of 
parliament with five more 
years of guaranteed employ- 
ment ahead of them could be 
cajoled into voting for the 
cuts. Otherwise, facing parlia- 
mentary elections next year, 
they would refuse the jump 
— or, if they did make the 


cuts, then the left would win 
next year and revoke them. 

Chirac was seduced by polls 
that as recently as two months 
ago were predicting a com- 
fortable centre-right victory 
in a premature election this 
spring. But it was not a capri- 
cious gamble; moving the 
vote up a year was his best 
chance of escaping a truly 
dreadful dilemma next year. It 
just turned out to be too late 
already. 

This means trouble in 
France, and trouble in 
Europe. No matter how the 
second round of voting comes 
out on Sunday, it has sudden- 
ly become clear that France is 
unlikely to meet the criteria 
for joining the single currency 
in 1999. Even a narrow cen- 
tre-right victory will confer 
no mandate to make the need- 
ed cuts, and any attempt to 
push them through will push 
the French into the streets. 

And without France,. EMU 
just isn’t going to happen. At 
least, not on schedule and 
according to plan. Is this a 
bad thing? 

Many on the left would 
argue that it is noL They sup- 
port European unity, but nor a 
plan for getting there that 
draws so heavily on right- 
wing economic thinking. 
There must, they say, be 
another way of doing it that is 
not so hard on the workers. 
(Unemployment in France is 
already over 12 per cent, and 
meeting the “Maastricht crite- 
ria" would almost certainly 
send it even higher). 

In theory, this may be true. 
In practice. Chancellor Kohl 
is probably the last German 
politician in this generation 
who can deliver his country 
into a real European Union — 
and he can only do that if he 
can reassure Germans that 
they are not giving up the 
rock-solid deurschmark for a 
less trustworthy “euro". 


Khatami needs time to prove himself 


By Amir Taheri 


LONDON — The Iranian 
presidential election has pro- 
duced a surprise result, that 
has to be taken into account 
in any reappraisal of policies 
towards Tehran. Almost two- 
thirds of the voters, some 22 
million people. chose 
Mohammad Khatami, a 54- 
year-old mullah, against 
another 54-year-old mullah, 
Ali Akbar Nateq-Nouri. 

Some might wonder what 
the difference can be between 
one middle-aged mullah and 
another? The answer: more 
than you might think. 

Mr. Khatami campaigned 
on a platform of social liber- 
alisation, political opening, 
normalisation of relations 
with the outside world, 
including the West, greater 
rights for women and the rule 
of law. Those are truly revo- 
lutionary themes in an Iran 
suffocating under a corrupt 
and oppressive regime with a 
mediaeval ideology. 

Mr. Naieq-Nouri, candidate 
of the most reactionary fac- 
tions in the Khomeinist estab- 
lishment, offered a platform 
that resembled what the 
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despite massive cheating in 
his favour in many provinces. 
The Iranian people, abandon- 
ing their habit of boycotting 
elections, decided to turn up 
en masse to prevent the 
TaJeban ideology from wa- 
ning. 

The election was neither 
free nor fair, in the sense 
accepted in a pluralist democ- 
racy. Mr. Khatami's cam- 
paign was severely restricted 
by the government and some 
powerful mullahs who treat 
the provinces as their fief- 
doms. The victorious candi- 
date was prevented from even 
visiting six of the country’s 
27 provinces during the cam- 
paign. 

Nevertheless, for the first 
time there was a genuine con- 
test and a clear choice. And 
the personality and policies 
of the winner do matter. Mr. 
Khatami is an urbane intel- 
lectual who has lived in 
Europe, knows French and 
German and is familiar with 
Western literature and politi- 
cal thought. 

Mr. Nateq-Nouri comes 
from a peasant family, has lit- 
tle formal education, has 
travelled out of Iran only on 
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one needs to read is the 
Koran. 

Mr. Khatami won because 
urban middle and working 
classes wanted to block Mr. 
Nateq-Nouri. The unexpected 
voter turnout stymied his 
well-oiled electoral machine. 

It is almost a clicbd to say 
that totalitarian regimes can- 
not reform until a significant 
section of their people 
decides ’that it is time for 
change. That is what is hap- 
pening in Iran. 

Mr. Khatami was backed by 
politicians, technocrats, mul- 
lahs and military officers 
convinced that repression at 
home and adventure abroad 
are no longer sustainable. 

Could Mr. Khatami become 
the Iranian Gorbachev? 
Mikhail Gorbachev seized 
control of the party and the 
stare when he became general 
secretary and president In 
the Iranian system, die elect- 
ed president has to share 
power with an unelected 
“Supreme Guide" and the 
faction-ridden parliament. 

Nevertheless. Mr. Khatami 
now has tbe legitimacy of a 
clear electoral mandate that 
neither the “Supreme Guide” 


develops its own unstoppable 
logic. 

Will his election lead to 
changes in Iran's foreign pol- 
icy? I believe so. He can start 
with a clean slate. His name 
has never been mentioned in 
connection with terrorism or 
the mass executions that the 
regime has carried out over 
the years. He has made plain 
that he knows that he cannot 
deliver an economic upturn 
without normalising ties with 
the industrialised world, 
including the United States. 

Before deciding what new 
measures to take with regard 
to Iran, die Western powers 
should give Mr. Khatami a 
chance to settle in, form his 
cabinet and unveil his poli- 
cies. They should not sbut the 
door in his face even before 
he is sworn in. Then they 
should demand that his 
administration do what he 
promised during his cam- 
paign. 

If Iran begins to close tbe 
chapter of revolution at 
home, it would be unlikely to 
want to keep it open abroad. 


nick ud the load. Some commodities are destroyed in the 
K, ofcers reached their destination, but at aprohrbt- 
tivecost. In either case, the Jordanian ex^rter got the 
message and discontinued his attempts to sell inlsrae 

Recently, the Jordanian and Israeli ministers of trade and 
industry agreed to replace the back-to-back transport sys- 
tem with adoor-to-door service. The Israelis approved 
some 40 Jordanian trucks with their drivers. It remains to 
be seen whether the application of the new system will run 
smoothly, without new Israeli hurdles. 

Some optimistic analysts believe that trade heween 
Jordan and Israel will pick up this year, to ^bsome$50 
million worth of products in each 

their estimate on the fact that the trade [ ^ 

signed only in mid-1996 and the transport arrangement 
was reached only towards the end ot the year However, 
even if such optimistic estimates were actually reaped, 
the Israeli share of Jordan’s foreign trade will remain 
below 2 per cent which is immaterial. 


Without Germany, there is 
no possibility of a unified 
European economy. Without 
that, there is little chance that 
the European Union will ever 
develop the strength and con- 
fidence not only to treat 
Russia as a normal country, 
but to take the risk, when the 
Russian economy has fully 
recovered in ten or fifteen 
years, of admitting this eco- 
nomic giant into the European 
Union. 

The long-term alternative is 
not apocalypse, but it is prob- 
ably a less stable, less open, 
less prosperous Europe. And 
the short-term outlook in 
France is distinctly unappeal- 
ing. 

If the left wins control of 
parliament, then France faces 
five years of semi-paralysis as 
a Socialist-led government 
wrestles with a right-wing 
president And if the centre- 
right pulls off a narrow victo- 
ry, it may get very rough 
indeed. 

The last time that happened 
was in 1967. when the French 
bourgeoisie turned out in full 
force in the .second round to 
steal what looked like a victo- 
ry for the left at the end of the 
first round. That was prompt- 
ly followed by the violent 
upheavals of May. 1968, the 
closest thing to a full-scale 
revolution that France had 
seen in a hundred years. 

Daniel Cohn-Bendit, leader 
of the *68 upheavals in Paris, 
is now a member of the 
European Parliament for the 
German Green Party, but he 
still bolds dual German- 
French citizenship, and he 
sees it all coming round 
again. “The worst thing that 
can happen is for Europe to be 
built in the way Chirac and 
Kohl have decided," he said 
recently. “We are going to 
have a third or fourth round in 
the streets of France this 
autumn.” 


LETTERS 


Court keeping 
our honour ? 


To the Editor: 


THE OLD familiar story: a young man kills his sister 
to “cleanse his family's honour." While I am only a lay- 
man, and not qualified to pass judement on tbe crimi- 
nal court system here, it does appear to me that there 
are some very disturbing trends in Jordanian society 
that the criminal court system, by its decisions, is only 


perpetuating. , .... ... .. . 

This whole business of “honour killing is obviously 


lopsided in favour of the men in this society. The blame 
for “polluting" the family is always on the woman, 
although anyone knows that sexual misconduct 
involves two parties. A man. ir seems, can be involved 
in promiscuous relationships and somehow it does not 
bring “dishonour’’ on the family. I believe that 
throughout history, and in almost every society, men 
have done much more damage to the family unit than 
the woman. 

While promiscuous acts are certainly to be con- 
demned, whether committed by men or women, in this 
society it is an obsession that whips up people into 
fanaticism. Unfortunately, there are many other critical 
family issues that are swept under the rug and ignored 
— after all, the family's “honour" is the most critical 
thing, and “honour" is understood almost completely in 
the context of the 'Sexual conduct of the woman. The 
man can be a dictafdr. a Jbiase and a brute; but never be 
called to account for iL. . . 

The ruling of the criminal court on -the latest case I 
read about was disturbing for another reason; the 
young man who killed his sister got off with only three 
months in prison because it was determined that his 
“crime" was committed in a “fit of fury.” Now. most 
countries do distinugisb between premeditated murder 
and manslaughter — but three months?! The message 
from the court seems to be this: “We understand your 
position, young man — the worst thing that could hap- 
pen to your family has happened (tainted honour), and 
you simply lost control of yourself. It was not really 
you who killed your sister, but that fury in you that 
demands justice. So we will give you three months in 
prison as a sop to the world body that does not under- 
stand our pristine system of morality here. 

Since your family is not pressing charges (how could 
they hold their head up in 'front of their neighbours and 
relatives if they did), then obviously we are not going 
to." 

The young man goes off to prison for a few months, 
but tbe real message that is relayed to the man on the 
street is: ‘This person is not really a criminal — he is a 
hero.” 


As long as the courts make these kinds of rulings, I 
expect that we will see only an increase in these “hon- 
our” killings in the future. 

Maybe some time in the distant future, all theses 
morally pure men will finally root out all the evil, and 
we will have them to thank for finally giving us a spot- 
less community to live in. 


Bob Robertson, 
Amman, 11131. 


‘Sanctioning ’ 
non-cooperation 


To tbe Editor: 




The writer is an Iranian jour- 
nalist abroad. The article 


WHEN THE government in Iraq was draining that 
country s southern marshes. I called some U.S. envi- 
ronmental organisations to see if anything could be 

that we were hel P less ^ prevent the 
ecosystem and the way of life of the 
marsh Arabs. One person I spoke to used words I still 
r^ember, he called Iraq “a non-cooperative sovereign 

I wonder how Iraq could become a “cooperative so-# 

« sfttesss Msasss 

jordanians - 35 «»*«» 

e J"™ e WiU teU ’ but sanclions ^ not make the waiting 


Mary H- Hall, 
15 Silverwood Terrace, 
bouth Hadley, MA 01075-1231 

U.S. 
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Faces of resistance — a snapshot of life inside 


the secret world of Israel’s Palestinian prisons 


By Robert Fisk 

BEIRUT — Some of them 
are smiling confidently, 
others stare hopelessly into 
the camera lens, men like 
70-year-old Palestinian 
Mohammad Ahmad A1 
Nayerat, sentenced to life 
imprisonment for killing a 
Jewish settler and burying 
his body in concrete. He 
worked for the Popular 
Front for Liberation of 
Palestine and has spent 30 
years in Israel’s prisons. 
His features seem dead, 
those of a man who knows 
he will never leave jail 
alive.. 

Some are younger, like 
30-year-old Hizbollah 
member Ali Belhas, sen- 
tenced to life for attacking 
Israel’s occupation forces 
inside southern Lebanon: 
he has spent just four years 
in the high security Askh- 
elon prison in central 
Israel, fitted out with a 
false leg to take the place 
of the one he lost when an 
Israeli helicopter pilot fired 
several bullets into his foot 
as he tried to rescue a 
wounded fellow guerrilla. 
He may smile jauntily for 
his relatives back home in 
the south Lebanese village 
of Siddiqin but he has care- 
fully hidden his false left 
leg from the camera. More 
than 30 members of his 
family were slaughtered 
last year when Israel bom- 
barded the United Nations 
base at Cana, in which they 
had sought protection. 

The inmates’ pho- 
tographs — a rare look into 
the secret world of Israel's 
prisons — were sent to 
families in Jordan and 
Lebanon, along with letters 
carried by the International 
Red Cross. Israel forbids 
the men to be pho- 
tographed in their regula- 
tion prison uniforms and 



I 

V lye*- 



Mustaphn Hammond . , Hizbol- 
lah member serving 25 years in 
Ashkelon prison, Israel, for 
attacking Israeli occupation 
troops in southern Lebanon. 
Has served nine years of a sen- 
tence handed down at military 
court in Lod 


Mohammad Ahmad Al Nayerat, 
aged 70, serving a life sentence 
for killing a Jewish settler. Has 
spent the past 30 years in 
Ashkelon prison 


Yousef Farouk Allodia, a 28-year- 
old Fateh member, was sentenced 
to 25 years after his capture dur- 
ing a failed boat attack off south- 
ern Lebanon 


Ali Belhas, from Siddiqin , south- 
ern Lebanon, a Hizbollah mem- 
ber captured during an attack on 
Israeli occupation troops in 
southern Lebanon. Sentenced to 
life imprisonment, he has served 
four years 


Zohair Karam, 26, a Palestinian 
from a refugee camp in Tripoli, 
sentenced to life for trying to pen- 
etrate the Israeli occupation zone 
in southern Lebanon, en route to 
an attack in Israel He has served 
six years 


Qasem Hassan Sulieman, 26. 
a Palestinian from Ein Al 
Helweh camp in Lebanon, 
sentenced to 20 years for try- 
ing to penetrate Israeli occu- 
pied zone in southern 
Lebanon en route to attack in 
Israel Has served six years 


prison walls must not 
appear in the snapshots. So 
the lifers of Ashkelon pose 
for their relatives in T- 
shirts and jeans, the walls 
behind them draped in 
flower-patterned carpets of 
sheets, looking for all the 
world — some of them — 
like guest workers or 
young men posing for pre- 
marriage snapshots. But 
the only marriage in 
Ashkelon is the men’s alle- 
giance to the militia groups 
of which they remain 
members, their "‘officers’' 
still giving - orders to 
Hizbollah men and mem- 
ber of Fateh and the PFLP 
wi thin Israel’s top security 
jaiL 

A few have fallen foul of 
their own comrades. 
Qasam Sulieman, a 26- 


year-old Palestinian sen- 
tenced to 20 years for try- 
ing to anack Israel’s occu- 
pation zone in southern 
Lebanon, was brutally 
beaten by Fateh prisoners 
when his brother — one of 
Yasser Arafat's Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
officers in the Em Al Hel- 
weh refugees camp in 
Lebanon — abandoned Mr. 
Arafat's cause for the 
Hizbollah's protection. 
Sulieman has since moved 
to cells occupied by mem- 
bers of the radical Palestin- 
ian Islamic Jihad move- 
ment 

Belhas is not the only 
prisoner with a missing 
leg. Yousef Farouk All adin . 
a 28-year-old Palestinian 
from Jordan, lost his foot- 
after he was wounded by 


another machine-gun-fir- 
ing Israeli helicopter. Spot- 
ted as he tried to sail down 
the Lebanese coast near the 
Israeli border, he handed 
his boat near the U.N. 
headquarters, taking sever- 
al troops hostage. One of 
them died in the ensuing 
Israeli attack. All adin was 
luckier he lived to be sen- 
tenced to 25 years in 
prison. 

Ahmad Sami Ismail of 
the Lebanese Communist 
Party has only 12 of his 20- 
year sentence to endure; he 
was captured as he tried to 
kidnap Israeli soldiers 
from southern Lebanon. 
Mustapha H amm ond — 
pictured like a Hizbollah 
“martyr” with a circle of 
yellow flowers around his 
head — has served nine- i 


years of a 25-year sentence 
for attacking Israeli occu- 
pation soldiers. 

Nor are all these sen- 
tences legal under 
international law — which 
permits armed resistance to 
foreign occupation, a cate- 
gory into which most of 
the Hizbollah prisoners 
fall. The men captured in 
Lebanon were taken across 
the Israeli border to be sen- 
tenced before Israeli mili- 
tary courts, in violation of 
the Geneva conventions. 
Even inside their jail, they 
have gone on hunger strike 
for improvements in their 
conditions. including the 
right to have photographs 
taken of themselves after 
Israeli prison guards 
imposed a five-year ban on 
^snapshots. The pictures of 


prisoners from Lebanon 
are paid for by the Red 
Cross — Palestinian 
inmates from the West 
Bank and Gaza must ask 
their families to pay — but 
more than photographs are 
being sent out of Ashkelon. 

Jamal Mahroum, who 
spent 11 years in Israeli 
jails — including Ashkelon 
— for PLO gun-running in 
the West Bank, now helps 
to run an ex-prisoners 
committee in Lebanon. 
“We’ve just had a note 
from one of the men in 
Ashkelon that two 
Lebanese prisoners there 
are being used as spies by 
the Israelis." he says. “So 
I'm going to see their fam- 
ilies in Lebanon this week- 
end. I* 11 tell them that rela- 
tives of prisoners are enti- 


tled to be paid by our 
organisation and then i'll 
gently let them know that 
their sons are working for 
the Israelis. If I find that 
the families have been 
allowed to visit their sons 
iii Israel, we'll know for 
sure they are spies. But we 
think that if the parents can 
be persuaded to (ell their 
sons to stop spying on the 
other prisoners, then the 
boys will stop. We can get 
the parents’ message to 
Ashkelon." 

Stool-pigeons — the 
prisoners call them 
asfouraat (birds') in Arabic 
— are forgiven by fellow 
inmates if they publicly 
repent in front of their 
comrades. 

Jamal Mahroum has rea- 
son to feel strongly about 


spies in the ranks. He was 
captured by Israeli under- 
cover troops in 1983 after 
being betrayed by a Pales- 
tinian near Ramallah. Just 
a day before — while his 
car-load of guns was 
parked a few metres away 
— he had posed for a snap- 
shot at the Wailing Wall in 
Jerusalem along an unsus- 
pecting British tourist. 
Today, it has pride of place 
in his scrapbook, a gun- 
runner who does not even 
know the name of the 
woman standing beside 
him — who in turn has no 
idea that the man next to 
her. in this most holy of 
Jewish places, is moving 
weapons for the PLO. 


The Independent 


Experts: Government attempts at 
computer surveillance are risky, costly 


49th volume of 
United Nations 
Yearbook published 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
The U.S. government wants 
to ensure that law enforce- 
ment officials have elec- 
tronic "“keys” giving them 
access to every computer in 
the country. But that may be 
technologically impossible 
and could add billions of 
dollars to the cost of com- 
puter systems, experts say. 

In response, the govern- 
ment said the computer 
experts have set up an easi- 
ly-knocked down straw 
man, because their report 
considers only the worst of 
worse cases. 

The report, issued last 
week by a team of scientists 
and researchers in the field 
of computer security, looks 
at a type of computer securi- 
ty known as key escrow. 

It is based on computer 
encryption programmes that 
use mathematical proce- 
dures to scramble data so 
that it is difficult or impossi- 
ble for anyone but an 
intended recipient to decode 


COPENHAGEN (R) — 

Fifty years after a bitter dis- 
pute broke out between Den- 
mark and Iceland over the 
ownership of manuscripts of 
the Icelandic sagas, Den- 
mark has returned the last of 
the historic documents to its 
former colony. 

A Danish naval vessel car- 
rying 300 priceless docu- 
ments, the last of some 1 .400 
early Icelandic manuscripts 
to be sent back to their 
homeland, arrived in the Ice- 
landic capital Reykjavik 
early this month. 

It was a dignified end to a 
row that echoed the passions 
of the original sagas, and 
found parallels with the 
argument between Greece 
and Britain over die Elgin 
marbles, friezes from the 
Parthenon in Athens that 
now reside in the British 
Museum. 

The sagas, tales of the 


and read- 

in key escrow, each coded 
message comes with a key 
that can unlock it. Because 
governments worldwide are 
concerned about the ability 
of criminals to use comput- 
ers to hide information, 
some of them want copies 
of those keys. 

In the opinion of the 
experts, it will not work. 

First, they say. it injects an 
element of risk into a sys- 
tem which is supposed to 
foster confidence by creat- 
ing an outside party with 
access to supposedly secure 
information. 

Any key recovery system 
would create centralised 
databases holding thou- 
sands and even milli ons of 
keys — high-value targets 
more likely to be worth the 
cost and risk of backer 
attacks than anything now 
existing. 

It is mind-boggling to 
imagine the scale of the 
repositories that would need 


exploits of old Norse heroes 
and their families, including 
Erik the Red’s discovery of 
North America, were first 
written down in mediaeval 
times, and Icelanders see 
them as a vital part of their 
cultural heritage. 

“The return of the docu- 
ments — in its time a highly 
political question — has 
ended completely undramat- 
ically ” Britta Olrik Fred- 
eriksen, deputy director of 
Copenhagen uUniversity’s 
Amamagnaean Institute, 
told Reuters. 

“The process has taken 25 
years. It has been completed 
more or less on schedule, 
giving us ample time to 
restore and photograph the 
documents and return them 
gradually and without inter- 
ference,” she said. 

Iceland, a Danish colony 
since 1381, declared its 
independence from Copen- 


to be created," said Hal 
Abelson of Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology 
(MIT), one of the report's 
authors. 

Second, a fully function- 
ing key recovery infrastruc- 
ture is an extraordinarily 
complex system, which 
only adds to the possibility 
of catastrophic failure. 

From a purely technical 
standpoint, the scientists 
say, universal key escrow 
would be almost bound to 
fail. Every programme has a 
bug or two. Large complex 
programmes, which this 
level of key escrow would 
require, would surely con- 
tain several. Each of those 
flaws makes the system vul- 
nerable to breakdown or 
attack — the computer 
equivalent of handing out 
keys and maps to every 
house in America. 

And finally, the report 
concludes, the costs of the 
extensive system desired by 
the government have been 


bagen in 1944 after being 
occupied by the British dur- 
ing World War IL 

Two years later, it demand- 
ed that Denmark return the 
manuscripts of the sagas, 
arguing that they were a kind 
of bird] certificate for the 
young republic. 

Iceland's action led to 
protests by Danish acade- 
mics, demonstrations by stu- 
dents and appeals to the 
supreme court 

It was not until 1965 that 
the Danish parliament 
passed legislation allowing 
die manuscripts to be 
returned, and the shipment 
of the documents did not 
begin until 1973. 

Each batch of manuscripts 
was meticulously processed, 
restored and micro-filmed 
by Copenhagen University 
experts before being sent 
back in regular consign- 
ments. 


neither described nor 
demonstrated, but are likely 
to be very high. 

What extensive system is 
that, wondered William 
Reinscb of the Bureau of 
Export Administration in 
the Department of Com- 
merce, the agency that regu- 
lates the export of pro- 
grammes using strong cryp- 
tography. 

The researchers appear to 
be envisioning a single, key 
management system for the 
entire world geared to meet- 
ing all law enforcement’s 
needs. 

“They have' imagined a 
system that is not the one 
we intend to create, and 
having imagined it, they 
then proceed to knock ir 
down," Mr. Reinsch said. 

Rather than one cen- 
tralised system, the govern- 
ment expects private busi- 
nesses to build tbeir own 
key escrow databases. 

Say, for example, the 
Bank of America decided to 


The first shipment includ- 
ed such works as the Codex 
Regius, a collection of 
mythological poems written 
down in the 13th century, 
and the Flateyjarbok, prose 
sagas of the ancient Norwe- 
gian kings. 

The documents — in all 
some 2,800 manuscripts — 
bad been owned by Copen- 
hagen University since 
1730. when the Icelandic 
scholar Ami Magnusson 
died, leaving it the ancient 
manuscripts be had spent his 
life collecting. 

The sagas include Nordic 
myths written in old Norse. 
They recount the first settle- 
ment of Iceland by the 
Vikings in the ninth century 
A-D- and gory Icelandic 
family feuds of a thousand 
years ago. 

Among them is the saga of 
Erik the Red, founder of 
Greenland and discoverer of 


promote electronic banking. 
It would need strong 
encryption to make it safe 
for customers to use the sys- 
tem. 

“But you'd probably want 
key recovery in case your 
customers lose their key," 
Mr. Reinsch said. 

It’s those smaller, decen- 
tralised systems that law 
enforcement would use, 
rather than setting up one 
massive, central system, he 
said. 

Other critics point out that 
the groups and companies 
involved in putting the 
report together have an eco- 
nomic stake in getting the 
government give up on its 
efforts to promote key 
escrow systems. 

U.S.-based companies are 
currently restricted by law 
from exporting programmes 
containing strong encryp- 
tion. which locks them out 
of an increasingly important 
international market 


Vinland on the North Ameri- 
can continent They were 
written down by unknown 
scribes over a period of 600 
years from the 1 2th to 18th 
centuries. 

Under the terms of the 
agreement a 14th century 
copy of the Njals saga — the 
mightiest of the Icelandic 
prose sagas, describing a 
blood feud spanning 50 
years — has been retained 
by Copenhagen. 

Copenhagen is keeping 
some 1 .400 items, about half 
of Magnusson’s original col- 
lection, consisting mainly of 
manuscripts covering Dan- 
ish and Norwegian history, 
such as ancient laws and 
legal documents. 

An official ceremony and 
symposium at Reykjavik 
University in June, involv- 
ing Danish and Icelandic 
academics, will mark the 
end of the saga of (he sagas. 


NEW YORK (U.N.) — 
The forty-ninth volume of 
the Yearbook of the United 
Nations has just been pub- 
lished and released by the 
Department of Public 
Information (DPI). The 
1,615-page reference book 
covers all major activities 
in 1995 of the United 
Nations and its family of 
organisations. 

A unique feature of the 
current volume is a special 
section on the observance 
of the fiftieth anniversary 
of the United Nations, 
including illustrated 
accounts of the ceremonies 
in San Francisco and New 
York, as well as excerpts 
from 200 speeches deliv- 
ered by world leaders at 
commemorative plenary 
meetings of the General 
Assembly in October 
1995. The cover of the edi- 
tion features an historic 
photo of dignitaries assem- 
bled for the October com- 
memorative session. 

The Yearbook, as the pri- 
mary comprehensive and 
authoritative reference 
work on the United 
Nations, is widely used by 
diplomats, government 
officials, scholars, journal- 
ists and others with a seri- 
ous interest in international 
and United Nations affairs. 
It is fully indexed and 
reproduces in their entirety 
the texts of all major Gen- 
eral Assembly, Security 
Council and Economic and 
Social Council resolutions. 

The 1995 Yearbook con- 
sists of 54 chapters, divid- 
ed into seven parts: politi- 
cal and security issues: 
regional and peace-keep- 
ing issues: human rights; 
economic and social 

issues; legal issues: institu- 
tional, administrative and 
budgetary issues; and 

inter-governmental organi- 
sations related to the Unit- 
ed Nations. It provides a 
detailed overview of some 


20 peacekeeping opera- 
tions undertaken by the 
organisation during 1995, 
as well as of its consistent 
efforts to promote and pro- 
tect human rights world- 
wide. 

A major chapter of the 
new edition addresses the 
situation in the former 
Yugoslavia, detailing the 
signing of the General 
Framework Agreement for 
Peace in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, as well as 
developments regarding 
United Nations peacekeep- 
ing operations in the 
region. Also covered in the 
1995 edition is the com- 
plex peace process in the 
Middle East. United 
Nations activities to assist 
strife-tom countries in 
Africa, the work of the new 
international tribunals to 
prosecute war crimes in the 
former Yugoslavia and in 
Rwanda, and the ongoing 
search for peace and jus- 
tice in a wide-range of 
countries and regions. 

The United Nations' 
efforts to reduce and elimi- 
nate armaments around the 
world are highlighted in 
the chapter on disarma- 
ment. It covers the indefi- 
nite extension of the 1968 
Treaty on Non-Prolifera- 
tion of Nuclear Weapons, 
the approval of the Pelind- 
aba Treaty — which made 
the entire African continent 
a nuclear-weapon-free 
zone — and continued 
progress towards a com- 
prehensive nuclear-test- 
ban treaty’. 

The 1995 Yearbook also 
covers diverse topics relat- 
ing to economic and social 
development. It provides 
an overview of three major 
global conferences held 
during the year the World 
Summit for Social Devel- 
opment, in Copenhagen; 
the Fourth World Confer- 
ence on Women, in Bei- 
jing; and the Ninth United 


Nations Congress on the 
Prevention of Crime and 
the Treatment of Offend- 
ers. in Cairo. It records 
international action to 
combat drug abuse and 
trafficking and notes the 
progress made towards 
implementing a United 
Nations-sponsored global 
programme on HIV/AIDS. 

In the field of the envi- 
ronment, the Yearbook 
provides information on 
United Nations agreements 
relating to climate change 
and biological diversity, 
forged to ensure a stronger 
commitment to global 
environmental protection. 
It also covers two formal 
texts adopted in 1995 to 
strengthen the international 
legal order for the world’s 
oceans. Those texts con- 
cerned the management of 
highly migratoiy fish 
stocks and the exploration 
and exploitation of sea-bed 
resources. 

The Yearbook also 
describes United Nations 
humanitarian and emer- 
gency assistance to the 
many countries affected by 
complex regional emer- 
gencies and disasters dur- 
ing the year. In 1995. some 
24 million persons were 
aided by the office of the 
United Nations High Com- 
missioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) and other 
international agencies. The 
plight of millions of 
Africans, particularly in 
the Great Lakes region, 
was a special concern. 

In its institutional, 
administrative and bud- 
getary section, the Year- 
book recounts measures 
taken to deal with the 
financial crisis of the Unit- 
ed Nations. It also chroni- 
cles continuing reform 
efforts aimed at improving 
the organisation’s ability to 
meet the demands of "the 
post-cold-war era and the 
challenges of the future. 


Denmark completes return of ancient Iceland sagas 
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Bahraini exhibition to open Monday in bid 
to reactivate free trade accord with Jordan 


By Ghalia Aiul 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Aiming to 
enhance Jordanian- 
Bahnuni economic rela- 
tions and increase trade 
between both countries, 
a Bahraini trade exhibi- 
tion will open in the 
Kingdom on June 2-6. 

Bahraini Ambassador 
to Jordan Mohammad 
Ben Saif Jaber Musalam 
told a press conference 
on Saturday that the 
exhibition will be the 
first of its kind in Jordan 
in a bid to reactivate the 
free trade agreement 
both countries signed in 


1995. 

“The agreement will 
be ink on paper if it's 
not reactivated." said 
Mr. Musalam. who 
stressed the need to 
improve the balance of 
trade between his coun- 
try and Jordan. 

.Around 50 Bahraini 
industrial companies 
will display their prod- 
ucts at the exhibition 
which. Mr. Musalam 
said, is expected to 
result in joint Jordanian- 
Bahraini projects. 

The ambassador noted 
that Jordan and Bahrain 
are strategically located 
in their respective 


regions, a factor, he 
said, which will help 
them to enjoy mutual 
trade benefits. 

“The geographic loca- 
tion is the base for both 
countries. Bahrain is the 
gateway for the Gulf 
Cooperation Council 
(GCC) countries,” Mr. 
Musalam said pointing 
to the benefits that Jor- 
dan can reap through the 
agreement, in reaching 
the GCC markets. 

Mr. Musalam said 
Bahrain has established 
a S 2 billion free indus- 
trial area on its Persian 
Gulf port. 

The area, he added, is 


due to be operative next 
year. On the sidelines of 
the exhibition, Mr. 
Musalam said, a Bahrai- 
ni trade delegation will 
visit Jordan to try to 
establish joint ventures 
as part of the efforts to 
enhance trade relations 
between the two coun- 
tries. 

The Amman Chamber 
of Industry wifi also 
hold a joint seminar to 
discuss Jordanian- 
Bahraini trade relations 
as well as potential 
investments and joint 

projects. 


Major political party readies detailed, 
comprehensive plan for reforms 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The 
National Constitutional 
Party ( NCP ) will soon 
announce a plan to “revi- 
talise” Jordan's economy 
through encouraging the 
key-sectors of trade and 
tourism, a party source 
said. 

The new centrist party, 
officially announced 
early May from the 
merger of one large and 
eight smaller parties, 
will also indicate “the 
practical steps to be 
taken to implement the 
plan," the source added. 

The document is 
“almost ready'* and 
awaits the NCP’s execu- 
tive council’s decision to 
be officially released. 

It would be the first 
time in Jordan's recent 
democratic history that a 
major political party 
proposes a comprehen- 
sive and detailed plan for 
economic reforms- ’ 
According i£to - An is 
Muasher, the NCP 
deputy secretary general 
for economic and finan- 
cial affairs, the plan will 
recommend substituting 
customs' duties with 
value added tax (VAT) 
and the launching of 
public awareness cam- 
paigns as the main mea- 


sures to boost trade and 
convince Jordanians not 
to shun jobs that tradi- 
tionally go to foreign 
labourers. 

“So many foreign busi- 
ness delegations are vis- 
iting the country seeking 
investment opportuni- 
ties, but very little is 
happening," Mr. Muash- 
er said, “and the main 
reason is that we still 
have to do more to com- 
plete our homework.” 

A former minister of 
finance and a prominent 
businessman, Mr. 

Muasher. asserted that 
the introduction of the 
VAT, a fixed percentage 
on the selling price to be 
paid to the government 
regardless of the price 
the importer paid for the 
goods, “would eliminate 
at least 50 per cent of 
obstacles [to trade] and 
bureaucracy altogether.” 

Recently, the govern- 
ment has been dis- 
cussing^ a sh arp reduc- 
tion- in customs-duties- on 
industrial . inputs and 
considering the introduc- 
tion of the VAT to gener- 
ate substitute revenues 
for the treasury. 

Deputy Prime Minister 
Jaw ad Anani and Minis- 
ter of Industry, Trade 
and Supply Hani Mulki 
met last week with Cus- 
toms Department Direc- 


FURNISHED APARTMENT IN 
WESTERN SHMEISANI FOR RENT 

220 sq.m., second floor apartment, consisting of three 
bedrooms, two bathrooms, guest room, living room, 
veranda, independent central heating, telephone, maid 
room, spacious kitchen and luxurious furniture. 

For more information please call: 

Tel.: 665711, before 9 a.m. & after 4 p.m. 

Peanuts 


tor General Nazmi 
Abdullah and discussed 
the issue, but no decision 
has been taken so far. 

“We are not giving 
enough attention to 
trade, and encouraging 
trade means dealing with 
the customs duties 
issue.” Mr, Muasher 
stressed. 

Together with trade, 
the tourism sector should 
also be a priority in tbe 
government's agenda, as 
“it generates very quick 
income, and often in for- 
eign currencies.” 

The economic plan to 
be launched by the NCP 
will also focus on ways 
and means to fight 
unemployment. 

According to Mr. 
Muasher, the issue, of 
unemployment should be 
addressed through a dou- 
ble strategy: “On one 
hand, creating new job 
opportunities and. on the 
other hand, replacing 
foreign Workers wijm/ 
local labour force.” 

Job opportunities could 
be created by encourag- 
ing foreign and domestic 
investment, he suggest- 
ed. 

Regarding the presence 
of a large number of for- 
eign workers in the 
Kingdom, “we have to 
study carefully why Jor- 
danians are not taking 
the jobs which foreign- 
ers are performing.” Mr. 
Muasher said. 

According to official 
statistics, there are 
around 400,000 foreign 
labourers in the King- 
dom. working mainly as 
farmers and waiters, as 
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well as in constructions. 

The “social and tradi- 
tional factor” behind 
such phenomenon “can 
be easily overcome by 
proper public awareness 
programmes,” Mr. 

Muasher said, citing as 
an example a TV cam- 
paign launched some 
thirty years ago by cur- 
rent Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali and 
persuaded Jordanian 
girls at that time to 
undertake the nursing 
profession. 

“Dr. Majali's daughter 
was tbe first Jordanian 
girl to apply for nursing 
school, and. two weeks 
only after the campaign 
started, the number of 
applicants was higher 
than the posts available,” 
Mr. Muasher recalled. 

“We need to convince 
Jordanians that jobs in 
tourism or farming are 
not humiliating,” he . 
emphasised.;. .< j 

-ITHe seedtid^trategy is : 
to improve working con- 
ditions: A farmer in the 1 
Jordan Valley needs a 
good home for a shelter, 
fresh water to drink and 
proper equipment.” 

Through adequately- 
studied public, awareness 
campaigns and improved 
working conditions Jor- 
danians would be ready 
to take the jobs now 
reserved to foreigners, 
he said. 

“I do not believe in 
preventing foreign work- 
ers from taking such jobs 
when there is no alterna- 
tive.” Mr. Muasher con- 
cluded. 
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JPY 046. 049 

DEM 3J06 3.10 

FRF 3.18 349 

CHF 0.75 047 

ITL 648 643 
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Main Equity Indices 

NewYork DOW JONES 7331.04 1 

Newyork SAP 400 64848 

London FT-SE IDO 48214 

Tokyo NUDGE 225 2006841 -2 

Paris CAC 40 258344 

Frankfurt DAX 354744 -I 
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Coffee (c/lbs) 3234 

Cocoa (S/ton) • 1487 
SuflafXJ/ton) aTllL ^SS: 7 
Wheat (S/ton) ~ •' ••152 
Soya (c/lbs) 2343 

Tea (stg/kg) 155 

Barley ($/hsh) 0 

Rice (S/ton) 480 
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J US Dollar 0J08 1 0.710 I 
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Surer Central Bank of Jordan. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Assaults 
5 Bounce lightly 
8 Drinks slowly 

12 Final, e.g. 

13 Fateful Roman 
date 

15 Embroidered 
loop 

16 Piece for 
Pavarotti 

17 Asian range 

18 Beethoven's 
“Fur—" 

19 Woody's boy 

20 Gossip 

21 Past or present 

22 Marlene Dietrich 
film 

25 Indian chief 

28 Settled down 

29 Funny girt, 
DeGerleres 

30 Part of the 
Rockies 

32 Tool 

35 State positively 

36 Prim p’s partner 

37 — dieu 
(kneeling 
bench) 

38 Rule of conduct 

39 Is able to 

40 Area for an obi 

41 Casa room 

42 Usher’s domain 

43 Co-star in 22A 

48 Cowboy show 

49 Tennille of song 

50 Recording 
group from 
Sweden 

54 Tempest" sprite 

55 Was defeated 

56 Kind of cherry 

57 Kiln 

58 Belgian 
waterway 

59 Bridge seat 

60 Punta del — 

61 Timetable abbr. 

62 Captain Hooks 
aide 

DOWN 

1 Arizona pity 

2 Wife, to Caesar 

3 Nerve 


1 12 13 14 j»5 16 17 


18 |9 |10 111 




125 126 127 


132 133 134 


43 44 45 


150 151 152 153 


by Bernice Gordon 

4 Less wrinkled 

5 Sign of royalty 

6 Improvise 

7 Gem 

8 Mute 

9 Cake topping 

10 Sheriffs group 

11 Strong alloy 

14 Placed 

15 Vichy premier 

23 Layer 

24 NC school 

25 Circus 
performer 

26 Part of TAE. 

27 Skein of yam. 

30 Like a hooky 
player 

31 Lamprey * 

32 Seed covering 

33 Sapient 

34 Leases 

36 Silent star, 

Negri 

37 Connors 

39 Wheedle 

40 Peruke 

41 Record cover - 
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QQQ ■ 
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42 “PeerGynt”. 
dancer 

43 Wipe out 

44 Certain hunting 
hom notes 

45 Ninny 


4$ Hangman’s 
rope 

47 Map addition 

51 Smile broadly 

52 Mean 

53 Before: pref. 


horoscope 

FORECAST 

FOR SUNDAY, 

JUNE l, 1997 

By Thomas S. Pikrson, 
Astrologer. Carroll 
Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Make notes to 
yourself of any ideas 
which you have today, so 
you won’t forget them in 
the days ahead. Stop 
dreaming about success 
and make it a reality for 
yourself and your loved 
ones who will be appre- 
ciative. .. ■ 

TAURUS: (April 20 to. 
May 20) Check out some 
new recreations today 
which you can enjoy 
with your mate, however 
stay within your budget. 
A wealthy friend can 
give you good advice 
concerning career activi- 
ties, only if you are 
responsive. ■ 

GEMINI: (May 21 to. 
June 21) If you use your 
imagination today and 
try some new technique, 
you get ahead much 
faster. Be sure you use 
much care in motion of 
any kind later, thereby 
you eliminate any diffi- 
culties pres ent. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 2 1 ) Con- 
• tact important acquain- 
tances today and make 
sure they know your 
intentions, thereby there 
won’t be any misunder- 
standings. Avoid anyone 
who will hinder your 
progress and make your 
career activities less pro- 
ductive. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21J If y° u get into any 
new activities today, be 
sure you keep them sepa- 
rate from your present 
endeavours. If you travel 
anywhere later this 
evening, don’t over pack 
or you won’t enjoy the 
experience ahead. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
: September 22) Sit down 
with your mate today and 
make plans for the days 
ahead, so that you can 
. igain. recognition -from 'a: 

1 -bigwig. A ' business ‘felr 
ltivv.associate can give 
- you good advice, howev- 
er. only if you are willing 
to listen. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Seize an 
opportunity today which 
will help you to improve 
your reputation and make 
you more recognisable to 
those in authority. Make 
a plan with a fellow asso- 
ciate and labour together 
for grearer success. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Be 
more energetic at your 
usual activities today, 
and you can gain greater 
benefits from your 
endeavours. Be more 
cooperative and helpful 
with your fellow associ- 
ates and thereby you bath 
will becom e successful. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Nov- 
ember 22 to December 
21) An individual con- 
nected with entertain- 
ment can be of assistance 
to you today, only if you 
are willing to learn. You 
can communicate well 
later this evening, how- 
ever. don’t be extrava- 
gant in your method of 
operation. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) 
This is a good day today 
to have guests into your 
home, both old friends 
and newcomers. You can 
finish up those home pro- 
jects at this time, so make 
the best of this opportu- 
nity and make your resi- 
dence more attractive. 
AQUARIUS: (January 
21 to February 19) Your 
usual allies can give you 
much support for your 
pet project today; so ask 
for their assistance and 
make your - endeavour 
successftil. Stay around 
friends who have a sense 
of humour similar to 
your own tonight. 
PISCES: (February 20 
to March 20) You'll have 
an opportunity to 
improve your financial 
situation tbday and possi- 
bly to gain some proper- 
ty. Make sure you have a 
plan for this or you could 
discover that yoor course 
of action will become 
fruitful. 

Bfrthstone of June; 
Pearl — Moon Stone 
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Khalaf sees three mean 
problems in Jordan 

** “^JORDAN, we have three main problems,” Plan- 
ning Minister Rima Khalaf told a group of intellectuals. 



- the people of Jordan were the main 
losers from the non-adherence to these two issues, the 
m i n ister said that things will change once the new law 
on intellectual property rights is passed. She added that 
the Ministry of Industry and Trade has started to 
amend die law that will give protection to die people 

and to local partnerships. 

“The third problem,” Mrs. Khalaf continued, “has to 
do with industrial property rights which is the most dif- 
ficult requirement for Jordan to abide by.” 

Mrs. Khalaf pointed out that the country which does 
not respect industrial rights, ends up in a total loss of 
investment 

Noting that the implementation of laws regarding 
industrial property rights is a key barrier to investment 
the minister said tr ainin g programmer would be 
launched in the coming stage to educate the parties con- 
cerned on implementing the new laws. 

Asked about the social safety net, the minister replied 
drat the preparation for die package did not cost any- 
thing up till now. She emphasised that all who have 
worked on the programme were government civil ser- 
vants who have not yet received any overtime pay. Vol- 
unteers from the private sector also provided assis- 
tance. 

The minister explained that the government will 
shoulder the largest part of the financing with other 
funds coming from grants, soft loans and debt swaps. 
She underlined the need to ensure the financing of die 
first stage as it is the cornerstone of the project. 

She said the financing measures for the second stage, 
which would extend for five years, would be better 
developed at a later period and could involve levying 
special taxes regarding the project. However, the future 
financing will be less than the financing needs at the 
start of the project, she added. 

The minister also spoke about the indebtedness and 
emphasised that it should not be measured in absolute 
figures. 'It is not a shame. The shame is in high (indebt- 
edness) compared to income and when we do not have 
the capability to repay it,” she said. 

“The most important element in the issue of debt is 
that we should not borrow unless we are convinced that 
borrowing will optimise our income in the future,” Mrs. 
Khalaf pointed out 

She added: “The worst thing is to borrow for con- 
sumption purposes just as the government did last year 
when it borrowed to buy wheat” 

“When we borrow to financing consumer products we 
turn over to the coming genefotjops the cost of what we 
consume today/' she explained. * .'J 

Regarding privatisation, the minister indicated that the 
main objective is higher efficieiicy and not privatisation 
for the sake of privatisation. 

“Based on this understanding, we found that the pri- 
vate sector can successfully handle some sectors such as 
the electricity and the telecommunications,” Mrs. Kha- 
laf said noting that there are some sectors, such as water, 
which are difficult to transfer to the private sector at pre- 
sent due to political and economic considerations. 

But as far as collection of water charges, the minister 
indicated, “we have started talking about a management 
contract and not transfer of ownership” as the private 
sector is more capable at such a task. 

Mrs. Khalaf concluded by highlighting that Jordan’s 
small market is also among the problems faced by die 
Kingdom. “Prom here, it is imperative to resolve this 
problem through signing a partnership agreement with 
the European Union,” die stressed. 

She recommended that Jordan discuss setting up free 
trade zones with each of Egypt and Bahrain (A1 Dus- 
tour). 
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“My psychic predicted that I’ll have 
an accident if i keep calling her 
on my car phone.” 
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that scrambled word game 

0 by Hwirf Arnold and Wka Alston 


Unscramble Ihese lour Jumbles, 
ora latter to each square, to form 
-*w ordinary words. 


Pont forget the hair spray 
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HOW THE MAKE 
UP ARTIST 
pgSCRIBEP THE 
FORECASTS?. 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
farm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

n 


—■■a: mm"™ 

(Answers tomorrow) 




Jumbter. AFTER EXULT GAMBOL FUSION 
Answer The young prince's firs attempt to nde a 
horse became this - A NOBLE EFFORT 


Court orders liquidation 
of Amman Investment Bank 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Amman First Instance 
Court has derided to liqui- 
date the Amman Invest- 
ment Bank (AIB) follow- 
ing the bank’s accumulat- 
ed losses which reached 
JD36.2 million, an amount 
that accounts for 75 per 
cent of the total capital by 
the end of 1996. 

A Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) official who made 
die announcement Satur- 
day said the move was 
made in accordance with 
the Banks Law (1971) and 
the Jordanian Companies 
Law. 

The official said the CBJ 
has been authorised as liq- 
uidator of the AIB and its 
branches and offices. The 


CBJ has also been empow- 
ered to sell the AIB’s 
assets in pan or in whole 
provided the buyer shoul- 
der pan or all of the AIB’s 
liabilities in implementa- 
tion of article 290 of the 
Companies Law. 

Acting accordingly, the 
CBJ has now dissolved a 
committee set up last 
March to supervise the 
AIB’s operations and 
replaced it with a special 
committee chaired by CBJ 
Assistant Governor 

Ahmad Abdul Fattah. 

The official said the 
decision to liquidate AIB 
was in line with the law 
stipulating that such move 
be taken should the losses 
exceed three quarters of 


the bank's capital without 
securing extra capital to 
address the situation. 

The official noted that 
the CBJ had tried to deal 
with the situation through 
a special remedial pro- 
gramme and had given the 
troubled bank sufficient 
time to take measures to 
restructure its capital, but 
the AIB foiled to abide by 
the programme causing the 
situation to deteriorate fur- 
ther. 

The CBJ had reached an 
agreement with the Arab 
Bank on arrangements for 
the transfer of the AIB’s 
assets and liabilities in a 
manner that would protect 
the rights of depositors and 
also the AIB’s rights, not- 


ing that the CBJ had 
offered other Jordanian 
banks a chance to present 
their bids if they wished to 
partake in the process of 
buying the AIB assets and 
liabilities. The Arab Bank 
was the only bank to 
respond favourably. 

According to the official, 
die transfer of the AIB’s 
liabilities and assets to the 
Arab Bank will take place 
in the coming few days 
and AIB clients can con- 
tinue to deal with the Arab 
Bank if they so desire. 

He reassured the deposi- 
tors over their rights 
adding that they can with- 
draw their funds through 
the AIB’s liquidation com- 
mittee. 
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■rfiu 1 

COKPAKT'S HAKE 

P / E 

DIV. 

NO. 

OF 

TRANS- 

NO. OF 
SHARES 

VALDB 

TRADED 

JO 

OPEN 

PRICE 

CLOSE CHANCE 
PRICE 

m 

269.000 213.000 

ARAB BANK 

11.8 

1.57 

14 

480 

122720 

255. SO 

255.50 



1.680 

JOT- NATIONAL KX- 

E 

0.00 

88 

129250 

275601 

2.06 


.10* 


1.210 

.850 

MID. EAST INV.BK. 

66.3 

0.00 

7 

7950 

8099 





2.460 

2.120 

INDUSTRIAL DKV.BK. 

B.S 

7.35 

13 

3200 






5.100 

4.250 

the Boo sine ax. 

15.3 

3.79 

SO 

207204 

1051673 

4.92 





2.440 

JOT. KUWAIT BANX 

9.8 

0.00 

6 

5750 

15880- 

2.77 





.780 

JOT. GULP BANX 

4.8 

8.64 

15 

281B4 

22555 





4.050 

3.480 

JOT. ISLAMIC BANX 

15.5 

3.16 

17 

5761 

22110 

3. BO 




3.800 

3.000 

JOT- IITV. PTM . BAKX 

20.8 

a. oo 

7 

1560 

4993 

3.17 

3.24 




1.000 

BEXT.AL-MAL {BEXTKA) 

.8 

11.54 

1 

100 

130 

1.25 

1.30 

.05* 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 195.82 *CHCi 

*0.73 

218 

389439 

1531097 





2.400 

1.600 

JOT FRENCH XKSOR. 

4.8 

11.76 

6 

1250 

2125 

1.62 

1.70 

.08* 


2.660 

1.850 

YAJWOOK IPSCR. 

9.8 

B. 11 

1 

1000 

1B50 





2.320 

2.100 

HOLT LAND INSOR. 

6.8 

0.00 

2 

236 

543 

2.30 

2.30 



2.200 

1.820 

ARAB LIFE INSOR. 

7.2 

5.41 

2 

1000 

1840 

1.82 

1.85 



6.170 

3.700 

ALJfISH AL-ARASI 

13.6 

0.00 

1 

200 

1150 

5.60 

5.75 

.15* 




♦0.96 

12 

3686 

7508 





I.B20 

1.450 

JOT. ELECTRIC POT. 

8.6 

5.59 

88 

60276 

107971 

1.72 

1.79 

.07* 


1.540 

1.280 

IRBID ELECTRICITY 

8.6 

• 7.93 

2 

1050 

1524 

1.45 

1.45 



5.960 

4.100 

ARAB INTL- HOTELS 

18.8 

3.28 

1 

150 

915 

5.96 




1.420 

.930 

KATZ.. PORTFOLIO 

9 

0.00 

39 

46700 

60876 

1.25 

1.31 

.06* 


1.030 

.820 

REAL ESTATE WV. 

11. B 

7.06 

1 

50 

43 

. 05 

.85 



9.300 

6.90 0 

ALRA-Z 

12.5 

7.14 

1 

200 

1400 

6.90 

7.00 

.10* 


7.570 

6.180 

AD-DDSTOOR 

24.0 

3.59 

1 

100 

590 

6.18 

5.90 

.28- 


2.120 

1.170 

KID. EAST HOTELS 

19.8 

0.00 

3 

1350 

1745 

1.28 

1.30 

.02* 


1.220 

.960 

ZARKA EDUCATION 


0.00 

4 

3150 

30B7 

.98 

.98 



2.230 

1.630 

UNIFIED CO. 

8.4 

6.21 

11 

3900 

6871 

1.69 

1.77 

.08* 


SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 114.68 XOto: 

41.92 

152 

116953 

1BS075 




r 

4. ZOO 

3.060 

JOR. CEMEBT FACT. 

28.9 

2.56 

130 

810729 

3415032 

4.09 

4.29 

.20* 


3.750 

2.710 

JOR. PHOSPHATE MIKES 

10.9 

2.54 

7 

42350 

166849 

3.75 

3.94 

.19* 


6.700 

4.950 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

16.1 

2.89 

44 

17672 

120201 

6.58 

6.91 

.33* 


10.400 

8.720 

JOT. PETROL. RKFIHARr 

9.6 

8.93 

24 

2728 

26705 

9.50 

9.95 

.45* 


1.470 

1.050 

MOOLBH INDUSTRIES 

10.7 

8.13 

1 

250 

308 

1.17 

1.23 

.06* 


3.260 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL CCHH.ACR. 

9 

0.00 

28 

10350 

21326 

1.97 

2.07 

.ID* 


7.200 

6.420 

JOR. WORSTED MILLS 

io. a 

2.99 

7 

2450 

163B9 

6.63 

6.70 

.07* 


3.950 

3.040 

ARAB PHAHM. MAKE. 

10.9 

5.06 

74 

70623 

377109 

3.76 

3.95 

.19* 


1.70 0 

1.130 

RAFZA INDUSTRIES 

9 

0.00 

1 

100 

121 

1.15 

1.21 

.06* 


5.550 

4.250 

DAR ALDAKA DV.IKV. 

12.9 

4.73 

31 

17800 

93429 

5.03 

5.28 

.25* 


4.610 

3.060 

ARAB ALUM-HID. 

7.4 

. 7|»Rl 

11 

3250 

10363 

3.06 

3.16 

.10* 


.960 

J ^450 

LIVESTOCK B VOOLXRT 

11. OJ ' 

0.00 

46 

83000 

43361 

.52 

.52 



1.310 

1.020 

ARAB PAPER COSV.THD. 

32.7 

0.00 

12 

18650 

19682 

1.04 

1.07 

.03* 


-B40 

-520 

MATTCMAL XNDS. . 

9 

0.00 

14.ii 

• 18650 

10588 

.56 

.S7 

.01* 


1.460 

.700 

INTERMED.PETRO. CHXK. 

9 

0.00 

15 

4450 

3372 

.72 

.75 

.03* 


1-.100 

.600 

JOT. ROCKWOOL INDS. 

9 

0.00 

4 

1750 

1120 

.61 

.64 

.03* 


3.730 

2.130 

NATL. CABLE WXRE.KTAC 

47.4 

0.00 

6 

4050 

11948 

2.81 

2.95 

.14* 


1.070 

.570 

JOT. SULPSO-CHEM 

9 

0.00 

17 

8300 

5450 

.63 

.66 

.03* 


1.670 

1.120 

ARAB PHARK-CHEM. 

19.5 

4.58 

55 

47500 

73295 

1.49 

1.53 

.04* 


2.590 

1.410 

UBIV. MOON. INDS. 

P 

.17 

15 

3500 

5267 

1.46 

1.50 

.04* 


1.630 

1.130 

JOT . ZKDS . RESOURCES 

16.0 

8.40 

77 

58650 

69474 

1.14 

1.19 

.05* 


1.600 

1.300 

KATL. CHLORINE 

14.2 

4.64 

13 

5580 

B471 

1.46 

1.51 

.05* 


1.230 

.840 

JOT. KEN CABLE CO. 

16.5 

0.00 

34 

27700 

24792 

.86 

.90 

.04* 


2.090 

1.530 

EL -EAT READY NEAR 

54.9 

0.00 

53 

1B650 

28931 

1.53 

1.56 

.03* 


1.330 

1-000 

UHL. TOBACCO 

6.5 

0.00 

32 

10550 

12501 

1.15 

1.18 

.03* 


1.340 

.860 

UNION CH. G VEC. 

41.4 

a. oo 

-,U 

5400 

4872 

.87 

.91 

.04* 
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.640 

.370 

CENTRAL CBN. STORAGE 

9 

0.00 

1 

500 

195 

.40 

.39 

.01- 


.740 

.410 

JOT. TRADE FAC. 

13.6 

0.00 

41 

70250 

40118 

.51 

.51 

— 


.840 

.660 

UNION mv. 50* 

9 

0.00 

6 

25000 

4500 

- 68 

.68 

— 


.790 

.370 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 


0.00 

58 

225500 

111300 

.49 

.50 

.01* 

N 

.950 

.730 

AL-SHARQ INV. 75* 

Z 

0.00 

12 

15750 

B240 

.75 

,7B 

.03* 

n 

.950 

.610 

AL-DAMLIYAH 75* 

64.3 

0.00 

19 

25700 

10684 

.65 

.67 

.02* 


.640 

.200 

JOT . INDS . HATCH- JEMCO 

9 

0.00 

3 

1650 

382 

.23 

.24 

.01* 


.630 

.430 

ARAB INTL.HIV.TRD. 

51.8 

0.00 

3 

2300 

1035 

.44 

.45 

.01* 


.780 

.400 

NATL.KULT.ENO. NAMZCO 

9 

0.00 

38 

1741*0 

100506 

.56 

.58 

.02* 

+* 

.950 

.950 

READY HU COMCBETS 

10.9 

0.00 

1 

700 
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.95 

.90 

.05- 


.950 

.710 


32.6 

6.94 

13 

28500 

20520 

.72 

.72 



1.260 

.860 

UNION TOBACCO 75* 

9 

0.00 

4 

10500 

6510 

.67 

-B7 

— 


.610 

.390 

INDS. EMC. 

25.9 

0.00 

7 

3000 

1260 

.42 

.42 

— 


.920 

.760 

INDS. CERAMIC 

21.0 

0.00 

1 

1000 

800 

.60 

.80 

— 


.820 

.590 

KATL. POULTRY 

a 

0.00 

20 

34900 

24042 

.68 

.69 

.01+ 

N 

1.000 

.810 

KAT-ALUKUHDM. 75* 

p 

0.00 

16 

26280 

15767 

.84 

.85 

.01* 

-** 

1.020 

.760 

ARAB INT. rOOO FACT. 

34.7 

0.00 

1 
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.76 

.72 

.04- 


.870 

.530 

MID. EAST COMPLEX 

8.3 
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13 

16650 
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.66 

.67 

.01+ 
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Number, volume of 
returned cheques rise 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Despite recent 
amendments to the regulations 
related to the penalties for 
returned cheques, a fresh 
study by the Central Bank of 
Jordan (CBJ) indicates that the 
number and value of returned 

cheques have increased. 

The study, made available to 
the Jordan Tunes, shows that 
the number of bounced 
cheques in 1996 was +MUJ57 
cheques valued at JD4423 
million compared with 
440.815 cheques valued at 
JD4003 million in 1995. 

The number of cheques that 
were not honoured by com- 
mercial banks for insufficient 
funds reached 285.698 
cheques totalling JD277.8 mil- 
lion, while cheques rejected 
for other reasons reached 
161.159 totalling JD164.5 
million. 

Amman had the highest 
□umber of bounced cheques 
with a total of 359.540 
cheques valued at JD393-6 
million, followed by lrbid 
with 39.227 cheques valued at 
JD28. 1 million and Zarqa with 
21.071 cheques valued at 
JD15.3. the study said 

The study said that 96S 
cheques, valued at JD 
941.760. were rejected daily 
by commercial tranks due to 
insufficient funds in the 
accounts of the clients, while 
546 cheques, valued at 
JD557.628. were rejected for 
drier reasons. 

During the first three months 
of this year, a total of 60.705 
cheques for a total value of 
JD6IJ million bounced due 
to insufficient funds in the 
accounts of clients. The num- 
ber of cheques represented 


3.37 per cent of ihe 1 .8 million 
cheques that circulated in the 
same period. However the 
value of rie bounced cheques 
was 26.78 per cent of the 
JD998.9 million total value of 
the cheques. 

The highest number of 
bounced cheques were in 
March, as the number of 
cheques was 21.946 cheques 
for a value of JD21.6 million 
compared to 18.646 cheques 
valued at JD18.9 million in 
February and 20,113 cheques 
valued at JD20.8 million in 
January. 

The government's amend- 
ments to the regulations 
included abolishing Ibc jail 
term for those who can repay 
the amount of their bounced 
cheques. 

The new regulations enacted 
in 19%. includes referring rie 
cases of relumed cheques 
from the First Instance Court 
lo the Peace Court That 
means that the “cheque crime” 
will be dealt with by a Peace 
Court judge instead of the 
public prosecutor or the First 
Instance Court judge. 

If personal charges are 
dropped, the court should 
change the punishment from a 
jail term to a fine at the rate of 
five per cent of the cheque 
value. 

If rie person who issued rie 
cheque refuses to pay, he 
would then have to be jailed, 
according to the regulations. 
Under the old regulations, rie 
person who issued a cheque 
rial bounced should be jailed 
whether he pays the amount or 
not. 

Although the regulations 
encourage a payment settle- 
ment the study indicates that 
rie number of bounced 
cheques has not decreased. 


Cement company 
accounts for 55 % 
of AFM trading 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Foreign buying raised the volume of trade at 
the Amman Financial Market to JD6. 194.831 Saturday register- 
ing a new high thai has not been seen for a long time. 

Jordan Cement Factories Company (JCFC) shares made up 
around 55 per cent of the volume of trade with 810,729 shares 
worth JD3,4 15,032 going through 1 30 contracts. The JCFC share 
price jumped to a new high of JEW 290 (JD0.2(X) increase). 

The Arab Potash Company share price rose to JD6.910 
(JD0.330 increase) and the share price of rie Jordan Phosphate 
Mines Company also surged to JD3.940. 

Jordan Petrol Refinery Company shares are nearing rie highest 
price reached during the past 12 months as rie price closed Sat- 
urday at JD9.960. Dar A1 Dawa share price reached JD5.280 
after rising by JD0.250. 

The industry sector as a whole contributed to 72.2 per cent of 
trade translating into 1 .294,682 shares worth JD4.47 1.151 and an 
index of 132.43 points. Foreign interest appears to be behind rie 
current influx of foreign investments in the industry sector during 
rie pas few weeks. 

Banking shares also showed significant change Saturday as the 
price of a Housing Bank share went up by JD0.200 to reach 
JD5.120 on the announcement of the bank's desire to raise its 
capital. The banking sector volume amounted to JD1.531.Q97 
with 389,439 shares changing hands through 2 1 8 contracts. 

The price index of rie banking sector registered the highest 
points of 196.82 . 
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| DAJANI Jewellers.Gems dealers.Unique designs in 18k Goli 

A At Amra Forum Motel Shops 
J * Phone55271 18 Also in Brazil * 



Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 


STUDIO HBIG 

Professional quality In 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20 x 30 cm. 

Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 823891 
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Quality Serviced Suites 


• One ft Two Bedrooms * Polly 
fqnipped Kitchenettes • Dally ft 
Long Stay * Seasonable Rata 


5th I'irclr 

Tel 69:^: Fax 67455 
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JAMAL TRAD & 
REAL ESTATE 


FOR RENT 
VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
Furnished or 
unfurnished 


Tel : 699369 
681279 





AIRPORT EXPRESS 

Modern Air-Conditioned 
Busses Around the CLOCK 
Every 30 Minutes from AbeJaB 
to Airport and Back 

! Special 

500 ■' fils 
and ou? 

. Reduced Feres ci 
; Fc f Airport Star 4 
Freauen* Cus'oners 


For Further Details ccfl : 
Airport Branch OB-51531 
Abdali Branch 653313 


CBOWHttm 

* OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING 
’ TENNIS & 

SQUASH 
COURTS 

* SAUNA, 

JACUZZI & 

MASSAGE 

* FITNESS 
ROOM 

Tel: 758180 
Radio & tv station RD 


TO 

ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALI- 

667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

684311 - 699634 
EXT. 42 
































Sports 


French Onen 




Hingis, Seles, Chang 
advance, Ferreira withdraws 


PARIS (AP) — Following a 
day of major upsets, top- 
ranked Martina Hingis rout- 
ed her teen-age rival Anna 
Koumikova 64, 6-3 in 42 
minutes Saturday to reach 
the fourth round of the 
French Open. 

Unlike Friday, when No. 1 
Pete Sampras, Thomas 
Muster and Jana Novotna 
were ousted, seeded players 
did better Saturday. 

Second-seeded Michael 
Chang moved into the 
fourth round when his 
opponent, Stephane Simian, 
retired with a groin injury in 
the second set. 

Chang was up 6-1, 5-2, 
when the Frenchman quit 
after 59 minutes. 

France's Mary Pierce, the 
No. 10, shook off the effects 
of a stomach bug to dis- 
patch Sandrine Testud 6-1, 
6-3 and will next meet 
Seles. 

Monica Seles, a three- 




* 


Michael Chang of the United States in action during his match against Stephane 
Simian of France in the French Open at Roland Garros May 31. Chang won the 
match as Simian withdrew (Reuters photo) 



Mary Pierce of France in action daring her match against Sandrine Testud of France 
in the French Open at Roland Garros. Pierce defeated Testud 6-1 6-3 (Renters photo) 


time champion, stormed 
into the fourth round by 
beating Nathalie Tauzial 6- 
0. 6-1 in 51 minutes. 

But Wayne Ferreira, the 
1 3th-seeded South African, 
withdrew because of an 
ankle injury, allowing his 
opponent, Petr Korda, to 
advance without having to 
play. 

Two former champions 
from Spain, Scrgi Bruguera 
and Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario, also breezed into 
the fourth round. 

Hingis, a 16-year-old 
Swiss sensation who is still 
unbeaten this year, demol- 
ished the 15-year-old 
Russian, who is No. 47 in 
the world and who still 
doesn't play a full schedule. 

Having already beaten 
Koumikova twice in junior 
tournaments. Hingis was by 
far the more mature player 
in their first Grand Slam 
showdown. 

The first set lasted only 1 7 
minutes as Hingis toyed 
with her opponent. 

There was more of a battle 
in the second set and Hingis 
dropped her serve while 
serving for the set. But she 
quickly regained control 
and the mutch ended when 
Koumikova hit a forehand 
into the net. 

Hingis needed knee 
surgery after fulling off a 
horse in April and was 
forced to miss seven weeks. 
She struggled in the previ- 
ous round, staging a lucky 
three-set escape against 
Gloria Pizzichini. 

Seles, who won the 
French Open title three 
straight years before she 
was stabbed in Germany in 
1993, demolished Tauziat, a 


Frenchwoman who had 
beaten American Venus 
Williams in the previous 
round. 

The only reason the match 
lasted 51 minutes was 
because the last game of the 
first set took 10 minutes. 
Seles needed seven set 
points to finish the set, 
finally blasting an ace. 
Tauziat never held serve in 
the match and broke Seles 
once. 

"T was happy with the 
way I played but i wasn’t 
happy with the way I 
served. There was a lot of 
wind,” said the third-seeded 
Seles, who played ber best 
tennis of the tournament. 

Sanchez Vicario, champi- 
on in 1989 and 1994, swept 
past to Dominique Van 
Roost of Belgium 6-0, 6-3. 
Sanchez was the numer-up 


the past two years and is 
seeded sixth. 

Bruguera, who won the 
title at Roland Garros in 
1993 and 1994 and who is 
16th-seeded this year, rout- 
ed Dick Norman, a qualifier 
from Belgium, 6-3, 6-1, 6-3 
in one hour, 27 minutes. 

Mary Joe Fernandez, the 
12th-seeded American, also 
moved into the fourth round 
with a 6-3 7-6 (7-4) victory 
over Flora Perfetti of Italy. 

For Sampras, the French 
Open remains the only 
Grand Slam title still out of 
his reach. He was beaten 
Friday 6-2, 6-4, 2-6, 6-4 by 
Magnus Norman, a 65th- 
ranked Swede who was cel- 
ebrating his 21st birthday. 

‘“It’s bard, I feel like I 
played very well my first 
couple of matches," 
Sampras said later. “But it 


seems like something 
always comes up. It wasn’t 
meant to be this year.” 

Sampras made no excus- 
es. although be had come 
down with a case of diar- 
rhoea the day before. 

“I just didn’t play well. He 
was the better man today, 
and I just have to accept 
that” 

Norman said his first 
thought when he woke up 
was, ‘“how about beating 
Pete Sampras today, on my 
21st birthday?' I never 
thought it was going to be 
true." 

Muster, the fifth-seeded 
1995 champion, tumbled 
out against another low- 
ranked player. No. 66 
Gustavo Kuerten of Brazil, 
who won 6-7 (3-7). 6-X.6-X 
3-6, 6-4. 

Defending • .champion 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov,"’ the 
third-seeded Russian, need- 
ed five sets to overcome 
Frenchman Cedric Pioline 
7-5, 64, 6-7 (7-3), 1-6, 64. 

The women’s field lost its 
highest seed so far when 
No. 4 Novotna, a semi- 
finalist last year, lost 3-6, 6- 
4, 6-4 to Nicole Arendt. an 
American ranked No. 87 in 
the world who posted the 
best singles win of her 
career. 

Steffi Graf, a five-time 
champion at Roland Garros 
who is the No. 2 seed, over- 
came a shaky start to 
advance to the fourth round 
with a 7-6 (74), 6-1 victory 
over Magui Sema of Spain. 

Alex Corretja, the eighth- 
seeded Spaniard, advanced 
when his opponent Thierry 
Champion of France retired 
with a knee injury. Corretja 
was up 6-1, 3-0. Without 
having to face Sampras in 
the quarterfinals, Corretja 
could go far. 



Sergi Bruguera of Spain plays a forehand shot daring his match against Dick 
Norman of Belgium. Bruguera defeated Norman 6-3 6-1 6-3 (Reuters photo) 
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Grass looks better bet as No. 1 


Sampras knocked out 


PARIS (R) — After crash- 
ing out 6-2, 64 ,2-6, 64 to 
Sweden’s Magnus Norman 
at the French Open on 
Friday, the grass at 
Wimbledon will look a lit- 
tle greener to Pete Sampras 
than Thomas Muster. 

But both will waste little 
time getting out of Paris, 
the stinging disappoint- 
ment of third round losses 
enough to spoil anyone’s 
weekend — even in the city 
of light. 

Sampras can now at least 
look forward to the grass 
court season and the mani- 
cured lawns of the All 
England Club where he has 
won the title three times. 

And after the way be has 
struggled on clay this sea- 
son. even muster, a man 
who thought so much of 
Wimbledon he once threat- 
ened to remove all the grass 
around his borne and 
replace it with asphalt, 
might not mind a change of 
pace from toe slow clay to 
toe tricky turf. 

“Calling it a grass court 
season is maybe a bit too 
much, it’s more like grass 
court weeks.” said Muster, 
obviously not enamoured 
with the thought of spend- 
ing too much time on the 
surface. 

*Tm playing two tourna- 
ments before Wimbledon, 



Pete Sampras applies tape to bis racket (file photo) 

then after Wimbledon toe Roland Garros cruelly elu- 
grass court season is fin- sive. 
ished." “It’s hard to say if this 

While the French remains tournament is jinxed,” said 
toe only Grand Slam crown 
Muster has won. Sampras 
continues to find success at 


Sampras, who had his best 
ever result at last year's 
French Open when he 


The things they are saying 
at Roland Garros... 


Capobianco loses 
fight over 4-year ban 


•“I was impressed by. the speed of the shots and I can 
understand why other players have problems against her. 
Her slice shot is incredible. She doesn't have to envy any- 
body on toe men’s circuit. I can tell you 1 bad to play 100 
percent. It was hard and good...” — said six foot seven 
(2.01m) Marc Rosset of Switzerland after a (raining ses- 
sion with women's champion Steffi Graf. 

•“In. Brazil they, would lull me. I live in Brazil I reafly 
love Bfizfi../' — Brazilian GuktaVo Rft&tetirfcfi terBIfifttaP 
ing 1995 champion Tbdmas Muster in foe third-round aqd 
asked if. because he had ; a German grandmother, he had 
every considered playing for Germany in the Davis Cup. 

• “Well — you can always use ‘ifs. I could have lost in 
force sets. I could have: won in five sets. I could have won 
the first seL._” Cedric Pioline of France following tus 
five-set loss to defending champion Yevgeny Kafelnikov. 

• “1 feel like there are a Ipt of, years teft in my career to 
break through here. It just wasn't meant to be; this yean..” 
r- Pete Sampras, still seeking the only major title he has 
never won. after being beaten by Norman and stomach 

‘for- - - - _ . 

•Tm never afraid of anybody anywhere. There’s nothing 
to get excited about There are stQl four more rounds to go. 
If I get excited now where does that get me ...” — unsmil- 
ing Ukranian Andrei Medvedev asked why be wasn’t 
rnqre cheerful and if he bad problems that were preventing 
him from, smiling. 


ATHENS (R) — Australian 
sprinter Dean Capobianco 
bas lost his fight against a 
four-year ban for a positive 
drug test 

Internationa] Amateur 
Athletic Federation (1AAF) 
President Primo Nebiolo sjpd 
Saturday a 'petnSSn 'by 
Capobianco for reinstatement 
in competition had been 
rejected. 

“We did not accept his 
request The (ban) decision is 
irrevocable." Nebiolo told a 
news conference after an 
IAAF meeting. 


FIFA pro referees by 2000 


Saturday's French Open diary 


• Yevgeny who? Men’s tide-holder Yevgeny Kafelnikov 
isn't a player who likes to hog toe limelight. But he's get- 
ting a little fed up having to play 'second-fiddle' at Roland 
Garros. “When 1 come to die French Open, everyone asks 
me for the badge. It’s really amazing,” says the tall young 
Russian. “Every time I step into the building, they say 
‘show me your badge*. I say: ‘Look guys, I won this tour- 
nament last year. What’s going on?’” 


£ 


made it to the semifinals. 

“I feel like I played well 
my first couple of matches 
but it seems like toere’s 
always something that 

comes up. 

“It will be a snuggle for 
me to win here, I realise 
that” 

If toe red day courts of 
Roland Garros are 

Sampras’s nightmare then 
the same, and worse, can be 
said about toe green lawns 
at Wimbledon for Muster. 

In toe four times Muster 
has even bothered to show 
up at Wimbledon, he has 
never won a match and 
winning the title seems 
about as possible as him 
winning on toe moon. 

Often at odds with all 
England club officials, he 
has not played there the last 
two years and has been 
angry over their failure to 
recognise his old number 
one ranking in the seeding 
list 

For Sampras, who is like- 
ly to play the warm-op 
event at Queen’s Club in 
Londoa. Wimbledon has 
always provided soothing 
therapy after toe physical 
and mental beating he has 
taken at Roland Garros. 


Capobianco was banned 
for four years after he tested 
positive for the steroid 
stanozol at a meeting on May 
27, 1996, in Hengelo. the 
Netherlands. 

But one day before that 
meeting he raced in Dijon, 
France, and was tested to be 
drug free. 

"'Capobianco asked for the 
Dijon sample to be preserved 0 
but his request was over- 
looked and toe test 
destroyed. 

He has accused toe IAAF 
of destruction of evidence. 


• McEnroe puts cafe before court: Former World No. I 
John McEnroe has swapped his racket for his guitar at the 
Chesterfield Cafe in Paris to play a few Jimmy Hendrix 
and Doors numbers. Each year when he comes to Paris for 
toe French Open fortnight, McEnroe always heads for a 
hard rocking session at the cafe near the Champs Eiysees. 
He says it’s the only venue he plays these days. McEnroe, 
an umpires’ worst nightmare for his ta n trum s on court, 
won seven Grand Slams before hanging up his racket five 
years ago. He now runs an an gallery in New York. 


ZURICH (R) — International soccer chiefs plan to have 
professional referees in place by the end of toe century. 

Sepp Blatter, general secretary of world governing body 
FIFA, said on Saturday there would be no change in the 
system of international referees before next year's World 
Cup finals but said a new way of paying referees would be 
set up afterwards. 

“We want to start having professional referees who are 
under contract with FIFA,” Blatter said. “We are trying to 
speed up the moveraent.„By the end of the century we 
want to have the right project for professional referees.” 

Earlier this week FIFA discussed proposals to set up a 
pension fund for referees in a bid to stamp out corruption 
in toe game. ^ 

FIFA believes officials are at their most vulnerable to 
bribes towards the end of their careers when they are think- 
ing about their financial future. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 
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WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


• Rios bans media man: Marcelo Rios, voted the least 
popular player by toe French media here, lived up to his 
reputation when he ‘banned* an Argentinian journalist 
from his post-match press conference. Rios tried to bar 
Benjamin Benzaquen, who works for a Chilean radio sta- 
tion, saying: “If that guy comes in. I’m leaving.” Shrugged 
Benzaquen: “He doesn't like toe things I say about him." 


Q. l - Bdth vulnerable, as South What do you bid now; 
yon hold: 

- M „ Q10 „ 

What action do you take? The addin* 


Q.2 - Neither vulnerable, as 

South you hold; 


*VoM <5Q 9 8 4 2 OA Q 10 *A 10 S 8 5 


The bidd ing has proc& 
SOUTH WEST NO 

tO 2* » 

7 

What do you bid now? 


NORTH EAST 
» Pam 


• It’s a racket for Ferreira: South African star Wayne 
Ferreira, who has an apartment in toe trendy Montmartre 
district of Paris, is thrilled with his new racket, which has 
propelled him into the third round of toe French Open. 
“This is the best racket I have ever played with,” says the 
former finalist. The racket was actually designed for big- 
hitting Australian MarkPhihppoussis. But Ferreira says he 
has no intention of attempting to beat Philippoussis’ 229 
km/h fast-serve record. 


rtia foddm* has proceeded: 
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
K> Paw l* Pu, 

J* Pom 2NT Pm. 


0,5 - Both vulnerable, as South 
you bold: 


What action’ do you take? 


0.3 ■ Neither vulnerable, as 

South you hold: 


*3 TAQJ106 OKS 4A10952 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with one spade. What 
action do you take? 


Q-6 - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 


The bidding has proceeded- North opens the bidding with one 


The bidding has proceeded* N^ o^ns the bidding with 

JBST NORTH EAST SOUTH *P ade - What do you respond” 
Puss Pm ? 


CINEMA 
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CONCORD 

Winner of 9 Oscars 

THE ENGLISH PATIENT 

Shows: 12:00. 3:00, 6:00. 9:00 

CONCORD 

Michael Jordan. ..in 

SPACEJAM 

t Shows: 3:30, 6:00 , 


PHILADELPHIA. 


Pierce Brosnan <& 
Linda Hamilton ... in 


PHILADELPHIA 

Jim Carrie. .An 


DANTE’S PEAK 


THE MASK 


^ PLAZA 

Bruce Willis.... in 

COLOUR OF NIGHT 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30. S:30, 10:30 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Top Disney production 

101 DALMATIANS 

Show: 5:00 


Nabi.1 & Hi sham's Theatre 

TEL: 625155 


The actors are 
on annual leave. 
The theatre will 
reopen July 2, 1997 
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Sports 

Mussina 
one-hits 
Indians 


BALTIMORE (R) — Mite 
Mussina hurled 8-1/3 per- 
fect innings before settling 
for a one-hitter to lead the 
Baltimore Orioles to a 3-0 
victory over the Cleveland 
Indians on Friday. 

Mussina opened the ninth 
by getting Tony Fernandez 
to ground out to second 
base on a 3-1 pitch. But 
Sandy Alomar lined a clean 
single to left field on a 1-1 
pitch. Mussina’s 105th of 
the game, to give the Indi- 
ans their only base runner. 

“When I got to 3-1 on 
Fernandez. I was thinking 
‘throw the ball down the 
middle’ so 1 don't walk the 
guy and blow it on a walk," 
Mussina (7-1) said. 

“I threw it down the mid- 
dle with enough movement 
on it that he grounded to 
second base. It was one of 
those situations where he 
could have easily hit the 
ball to the gap. 

“After that I threw a strike 
and a ball to sandy and I 
tried to come in, and I got it 
in but I got it up, and he 
happened to get his hands 
inside and he hit the ball to 
leftfield.” 

Roberto Alomar went 3- 
for-5 for the Orioles. 

The game marked the 
15th anniversary of the start 
of Cal Ripken's consecu- 
tive games played streak. 
He has now played in 2,366 
consecutive games. 

In Boston, Mo Vaughn hit 
three of Boston's six home 
runs to power the Red Sox 
to a 10-4 victory over the 
New York Yankees. 

Vaughn passed Tris 
speaker for 1 5th on 
Boston’s all-time RBI list at 
571 with his solo home run 
in the fourth against Danny 
Rios, who was making his 
Major-League . .debut.., . . He 
homered off Ramiro Men- 
doza in the third inning’and 
gor his third against 
Graeme Lloyd in the 
eighth. 

In Milwaukee, Cal Eldred 
threw his first complete 
game shutout, a three-hitter, 
in more than three years 
and Jeff Cirillo hit his first 
grand slam as the Milwau- 
kee brewers beat the Chica- 
go White Sox, 5-0. 

Albert Belle stretched his 
hitting streak to 25 games 
with a second-inning single 
for Chicago. 

At Texas, Johnny Damon 
highlighted a three-run sec- 
ond innin g with a two-run 
homer and Glendon Rusch 
went seven-plus innings for 
his first win in eight starts 
as the Kansas City Royals 
edged the Texas rangers 3- 


Baltimore Orioles pitcher Mike Mussina delivers a pitch against the Cleveland Indi- 
ans at Camden Yards. Mussina took a perfect game into the nineth Inning (Reuters 
photo) 


In Anaheim, Matt Law- 
ton’s run-scoring single 
snapped a seventh-inning 
tie and lifted the Minnesota 
Twins to a 4-3 victory over 
the Anaheim Angels. . 

Damn Jackson led off the 
seventh and reached base 
when Anaheim starter 
Jason Dickson (6-2) mis- 
handled his grounder up the 


first-base line. Jackson 
moved to third base on two 
groundouts, and Lawton 
followed with a single up 
the middle. 

Bob Tewksbury (2-5) 
pitched ..seven innings and 
scattered 12 hits and three 
runs with a walk and four 
strikeouts to earn the win. 

In Seattle, Phil Nevin 
snapped a sixth-inning tie 


American League 


Boston 

10 

New York 

4 

Baltimore 

3 

Cleveland 

0 

Milwaukee 

5 

Chicago 

0 

Kansas City 

3 

Texas 

2 

Minnesota 

4 

Anaheim 

3 

Detroit 

5 

Seattle 

2 

Oakland 

12 

Toronto 

7 


National League 


Cincinnati 

5 

Chicago 

1 

Florida 

4 

Colorado 

3 (12 Inns ) 

Pittsburgh 

10 

Montreal 

2 

Atlanta 

3 

San Francisco 

2 

Ny Mets 

7 

Philadelphia 

3 

San Diego 

9 

Houston 

*i 

St Louis 

2 

Los Angeles 

1 


with an RBI double and 
added a run-scoring single 
in the eighth, and Felipe lira 
went 6-1/3 strong innings 
for his fourth straight win, 
leading the Detroit tigers to 
a 5-2 victory’ over the Seat- 
tle Mariners. 

Ken Griffey hit his Major 
League-leading 24th home 
run in the first inning. 

In Oakland, Ariel Prieto 
allowed one earned run 
over seven innings and Jose 
Canseco and Scott Spiezio 
each drove in three runs to 
power the Oakland Athlet- 
ics to a 12-7 victory over 
the Toronto Blue Jays. 

Prieto (4-3) allowed two 
runs and five hits with two 
walks and five strikeouts 
before the Oakland bullpen 
struggled and let the Blue 
Jays get back into the game. 

Jason Giambi went 3-for- 
4 with two RBI and 
Spiezio, Geronimo Berroa 
and Scott Brosius all had 
two hits for the Athletics, 
who banged out 14 hits. 
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Braves beat Giants 3-2 in 12 innings, Cubs lose 
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ATLANTA (R) — Michael Tucker’s one-out single scored 
Kenny Lofton with the winning run in the bottom of the 
ninth innin g, lifting the Atlanta Braves fo.a 3-2 victory over 
the San Francisco Giants Friday. 

Lofton overcame an 0-2 count to draw a walk from pitch- 
er Doug Henry and then stole second base. San Francisco 
manager Dusty Baker argued that Tucker interfered with 
catcher Rick Wilkins. 

Tucker then lined the next pitch just over the glove of 
leaping first baseman J.T. Snow to give the Braves their 
10th win in 13 games. 

In Chicago, Pete Schourek allowed a run and four hits in 
seven innings, and Barry Larkin had a solo homer and a 
double to lead the Cincinnati Reds to a 5-1 victory over the 
Chicago Cubs. 

Schourek (4-4) walked one and struck out two in defeat- 
ing the Cubs for the second time this week. Lark i n hit his 
second homer of the season in the seventh inning and 
scored twice. 

At Florida, Bobby Bonilla’s RBI single with one out in 
the bottom of the 12th inning scored Devon white with the 
y >Jwinning run as the Florida Marlins edged the Colorado 
** r Rockies 4-3. 

In Houston, starting pitcher will Cunnane had two hits, 
including a two-run triple, and allowed one run over six 
innings in his First Major-League start to lead the San 
Diego Padres to a 9-2 victory over the Houston Astros. 

The win ended a five-game losing streak for the Padres, 
who had allowed 46 runs in the slide. 

San Diego's Tony Gwynn had two hits in three at-bats to 
raise his average to .408. but left the game in the fourth 
innin g with a slight strain of his right hamstring and is list- 
ed as day-to-day. 

In New York, Dave Mlicki allowed two runs over six 
innings for his first win in more than 20 months and Todd 
Hundley, Butch Huskey and Carl Everett hit solo homeis as 
the red-hot New York Mecs cruised to a 7-3 victory over the 
Philadelphia Phillies. 

In Pittsburgh, Kevin Young belted a three-run homer and 
drove in four tuns, and reliever Chns Peters earned the win 
and added a two-run double, leading the Pittsburgh Pirates 
to a 10-2 victory over the Montreal Expos. 

The Pirates jumped on Montreal starter Jeff Juden (5-1) 

■ ?for three runs in the first inning, breaking his 10-game win- 
ring streak. 


“For a young team, this is important as a confidence 
builder more than anything,” Young said. “It's still early in 
the season, the number one thing we must do is grow and 
leam. The second half of the season is when we’ll find out 
what we are made of." 

In St Louis, Delino Deshields’ bases-loaded walk with 
two out in the ninth inning scored Mark Sweeney with the 
winning run as the Sl Louis Cardinals nipped the Los 
Angeles Dodgers 2-1. 
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Jazz aim for Chicago’s crown 
in NBA finals starting tonight 


CHICAGO (R) — Is 
Chicago’s crown slipping? 

The Utah Jazz hope so as 
they make their first trip to 
the National Basketball 
Association finals Sunday 
to challenge the Chicago 
Bulls, champions in the 
four of the past six years 
that Michael Jordan did not 
leave them to play baseball. 

Karl Malone, a narrow 
winner over Jordan for 
league Most Valuable Play- 
er honours, and his running 
mate John Stockton have 
the Jazz playing with the 
kind of discipline and effi- 
ciency formerly identified 
with the Bulls. 

Meanwhile. Jordan and 
company admit they have 
sputtered even while win- 
ning 1 1 playoff games and 
dropping just two. 

“We know we've got to 
play better than we’ve 
played right now and bring 
our level of play up, partic- 
ularly on the offensive end 
of the court,” said Chicago 
coach Phil Jackson. 

The Bulls had the best 
record in the NBA during 
the regular season at 69-13 
with Utah second best at 
64- IS — but the Jazz have 
been the best since the All- 
Star break with a 46-3 
record, including the play- 
offs. Utah has not lost at 
home in 21 straight games. 

Still the Jazz must fight 
against being, as Malone 
put it, “awe-struck” against 
players who have appeared 
in 134 more finals games 

— 134-0. 

“The most important 
thing for us to do is to 
believe we belong there." 
said Malone. 

“It's been 12 years com- 
ing. it's an awesome feel- 
ing, but we’re not going ro 
Chicago just to go there,” 
he said. “Our whole attitude 
•is "not to go up there and 
concede anything.” 

.The Starting matchups 
appear to favour Chicago. 

Jordan and Ron Harper 
have significant size advan- 
tages over Jeff Homacek 
and Stockton at guard. 
Scottie Pippen — if healthy 

— may be the league’s besi 
small forward, while Bryon 
Russell is still trying to get 
people to spell his name 
correctly. Steady Luc 
Longley has a veteran's 
advantage over fellow role- 
player Greg Ostertag in the 
middle, though the active 
second-year Jazz centre 
held his own against the 
Houston Rockets' great 
Hakeem Olajuwon in the 
conference finals. 

Only at power forward, a 
position defined by Mal- 
one, does Utah have an 
edge — but the mailman - 
must deliver with die 
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annoying DemriS^odraan 


er= fered 
from 


nipping at his heels. 

Rodman, the six-time 
rebounding king, is a past 
master at provoking oppo- 
nents into self-destruction 
while staying just inside the 
line himself, but the refer- 
ees this year are pulling his 


Michael Jordan 

leash ever shorter, and he 
has annoyed his teammates 
almost as much as oppo- 
nents. 

Rodman has at least one 
technical foul in every post 
season game he has played 
this year. Malone has 
stayed focused so far and 
Utah has shown a champi- 
onship brand of concentra- 
tion. The Jazz — espe- 
cially Malone and Stockton 
— themselves play a dis- 
tractingly physical style, 
especially setting picks in a 
grey area of legality. Some 
of the Rockets feel Stock- 
ton got free to make his 
buzzer-beating, conference-^ 
clinching 3-pointer' only 
because Malone had Clyde 
Drexler in a bear hug. 

If it came down io~ a con- 
test of the teams’ number 
two stars, Utah might have 
an edge. 

Pippen suffered a 
sprained left foot in 
Wednesday's Eastern Con- 
ference clincher. He said he 
could have gone back in, 
and tests found no serious 
problems, but his fitness 
remains to be seen. 

Stockton, the NBA’s all- 
time assists and steals 
leader, meanwhile took 
over his conference clinch- 
er. In the last 3:13. he per- 
sonally outscored Houston 
13-6. Of Utah’s last 19 
points, he scored 1 3 — and 
got assists on the other six. 
Sometimes ithasseemed as 
though the problems suf- 
by the Bulls arose 
boredom. Jordan, 
these playoffs' leading 
scorer ax 30.5 points per 
game, in particular seems to 
need some extra drama, 
extra motivation. 

The nine-time scoring 
champ has said Malone's 
narrow victorv in the MVP 


voting would be “a motiva- 
tional factor for me” but 
insisted he held “no ani- 
mosity, no jealousy at all.” 

Malone, the playoffs' sec- 
ond leading scorer at 26.9 
points per came, success- 
fully campaigned for the 
MVP award even while 
saying in reality Jordan 
probably deserved it any 
year he played. 

Chicago’s defence has 
bailed It out of several 
games this post season, 
finding a gear down the 
stretch that other teams 
simply don't have. 

Miami Heat centre Alon- 
zo Mourning said the Bulls 
were so quick at jumping in 


and out of double-teams 
during the Eastern Confer- 
ence finals (hat they 
seemed to have seven men 
on the court. 

Chicago and Utah split 
two games in the regular 
season, each winning ui 
home. The Bulls, who host 
the first two and if neces- 
sary last two games of the 
best-of-sev en series, have 
never lost a final. 

“1 don't think anyone is 
going to win again until 
Michael retires.” van- 

S uished Heat coach Pul 
iley said. “I think Chica- 
go’s going to win it ag.uiM 
anybody." 




Happy hours are 
here to stay... 

ACCURATE 

axmonic 

SWISS MADE 

The fine art of watchmaking is stunningly 
evident m this range of fine watches made in 
Szritzerland. They combine traditional Swiss 
quality and distinctive, contemporary style to 
create ivatches that endure the passage of 
time with grace and elegance. 


FOR SALE 


Classic 1969 280 S Mercedes in perfect condition. 
Power steering, sunroof, automatic, air-condition. 
AS GOOD AS NEW 
For further information kindly call: 

645-222 
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■ Self-winding 

• 25 Jewels 

• Sapphire 
Crystal 

• VdriOHS Dial 
Colours 
Available 

• One Vfiir 
International 

Warranty 



ACCUTIME LTD 
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International Center For Watches, Amman, 
Jordan. Tel: 612 837 
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Killings, bombings in last 
days of Algerian elections 


ALGIERS (R) — Algerian 
newspapers Saturday 
reported more killings and 
two car bombs in the final 
days of the country's parlia- 
mentary election campaign. 

Muslim guerrillas 

stormed Fizane mountain 
hamlet in the coastal 
province of Tipaza. 60 kilo- 
metres southwest of 
Algiers, late Thursday 
killing 14 people, said the 
Arabic- language daily A1 
Khabar. The dead included 
four elderly men. two 
women and two pro-gov- 
ernment armed villagers, il 
said. 

A1 Wotan newspaper put 
the number killed al 1 1 and 
said the rebels cut the 
throats of the villagers. 

Guerrillas killed a man 
Thursday night, kidnapped 
four of his daughters and 
Lhen blew up their home in 
Demiat village. 70 kilome- 
tres south of Algiers, Al 
Khabar said. It said gunmen 
also killed a taxi driver at a 
road block in Tipaza region. 

Guerrillas kidnapped a 
peasant last Sunday near 
Sidi Moussa. 40 kilometres 
south of Algiers. A I Khabar 
said. They" asked him to 
help kill pro-government 
gunmen by inviting them to 
his home, it said. There was 
no word on his fate. 

Troops, backed by heli- 
copter gunships, hunted 
guerrillas at Lala Oum 


Explosion hits Algiers cinema; 3 hurt 

ALGIERS (AFP) — At least three people were injured 
Saturday when an explosion rocked a cinema in the cen- 
tre of the Algerian capital, witnesses at the scene said. 

The explosion came five days before Algeria's first leg- 
islative elections since a virtual civil war with Islamist 
extremists broke out five years ago. 

Though the blast at the youth cinema on busy Larbi Ben 
M'hidJ street was weak, neighbourhood residents suspect- 
ed it was caused by a bomb. 

Those injured were a young man, aged 27, and two 
teenagers — one 14. the other 16. All were taken to the 
central Mustapha Hospital. 


Fatma Mountain. 90 kilo- 
metres east of Algiers, Al 
Khabar said. The newspaper 
said security forces shot 
dead a rebel leader in the 
area. 

A car bomb exploded in 
downtown Chief City. 150 
kilometres west of Algiers, 
Thursday damaging a bank 
and shops. Al Watan said. 
Al Khabar said another car 
bomb went off by a car mar- 
ket in Boumerdes region, 
east of Algiers. No casual- 
ties were reported in either 
bombing- 

More than 7.000 candi- 
dates running as indepen- 
dents or members of 39 
political parties began final 
campaigning for next 
week's June 5 general elec- 
tion. promising peace and 
an easing of economic hard- 
ships caused by five years 
of civil strife. Main leaders 
focused on the big cities. 

The main secular Socialist 


Forces Front (FFS) urged 
about 5,000 supporters 
Friday in Algiers to elect its 
candidates, who want nego- 
tiations between the opposi- 
tion, including the outlawed 
Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS), and the government. 

Prime Minister Ahmed 
Ouyahia. campaigning for 
the pro-government nation- 
al democratic rally, told a 
gathering in Algiers that 
peace would come when 
security forces wipe out the 
guerrillas. 

About 60.000 people have 
died in Algeria’s violence 
since early 1992 when the 
authorities cancelled a gen- 
eral election in which FIS 
had taken a commanding 
lead. 

Some of the 743,237 
Algerian expatriate voters 
began voting Saturday in 
countries such as Belgium 
ahead of the polling in 
Algeria. 


Tearful reunion between jailed 
British nurses and their families 


DAMMAM (AP) — Two 
jailed British nurses charged 
with murdering an Australian 
colleague had a tearful reunion 
with their families Saturday, a 
lawyer representing them said. 

Deborah Parry. 41. and 
Lucille McLauchlan. 31. met 
with their families for 2 1/2 
hours at the Dammam central 
prison in eastern Saudi Arabia, 
said Michael Dark, one of 
their lawyers. 

‘The talk of the death penal- 
ty is putting the families 
through a very trying situa- 
tion." Mr. Dark said. 

He said Parry met with her 
sister. Sandra, and her brother- 
in-law. Jonathan Ashbee, while 
McLauchlan met with her 
father. Stan, and her fiance. 
Gram Feme. 

Mr. Dark said the relatives 
will meet with the nurses again 
Sunday before returning home. 

Parry and McLauchlan are 
charged with killing Yvonne 
Gilford, whose body was 
found Dec. 1 1 in her room at 
the Kinc Fnhd Military 


Medical Complex in the east- 
ern Saudi city of Dhahran, 
where the three nurses worked. 

They face the death penalty 
if convicted. Under Saudi 
Arabia's Islamic law, the vic- 
tim’s family can demand the 
death penalty or accept blood 
money. Executions are com- 
monly carried our by behead- 
ing. 

Lawyers representing 
Gilford's brother. Frank, dis- 
missed Saturday British press 
reports that their client had 
decided to seek clemency for 
the British nurses. 

Gilford is resolute in the 
appropriateness of his decision 
regarding the death penalty in 
tins case because of the brutal 
way his sister was murdered,” 
said Jim Phipps, one of the 
lawyers representing Gilford's 
family. 

"She was stabbed in the neck 
and in the heart several times, 
and when she fell she was 
stabbed in the back, and then 
she was suffocated and also 
badly beaten.” Mr. Phipps said. 


Gilford would like the nurses' 
defence lawyers to stop attack- 
ing him. Asking for the death 
penalty is within his rights and 
he wants to stop being attacked 
for it.” Mr. Phipps said. 

He also said Mr. Gilford was 
asking Sal ah Hejaflan, the 
nurses’ principle lawyer, to 
stop smearing his sister's 
memory and to stop trying the 
case in the media. 

Mr. Hejailan told the Arab 
News last week that Yvonne 
Gilford was a money-lender 
known for charging exorbitant 
interests. 

In an effort to plead for 
clemency, the jailed nurses 
have sent an open letter to 
Frank Gilford. The letter was 
published in a British tabloid 
Saturday. 

“You should know that we 
are totally innocent of the 
charge against us and were not 
involved in any way in the 
death of your sister,” the nurs- 
es wrote. 


Egyptian state hospitals keep 
prohibition of female excision 


CAIRO «AFPt — Egypt said Saturday it will 
ignore a conn recommendation to lift a ban on 
female circumcision in state hospitals. 

"We will not go back oil our ban on circum- 
cision. and this decision is well past the purely 
aJmini.sirative stage because we arc well into a 
social and medical campaign in villages to pre- 
vent it." Heal lir Minister Ismail Sal lam said 

Tlie minister, quoted by the government daily 
Al Ahrum. said the women's health campaign 
w:ln aimed at correcting "erroneous beliefs in 
rural areas.” 

Supporters of female excision — the removal 
of all or pan of the clitoris and sometimes the 
labia us well — say it is important to quell 
women's sexual desires before marriage. 

Egypt's highest civil court, the Council of 
State, recommended Tuesday that female exci- 
sion should he legal although iL is not manda- 


tory' under Islam. 

A lower Cairo court, which generally follows 
the council’s recommendations, is to rule on 
June 24 on a case brought by Islamic funda- 
mentalists, doctors and lawyers against the 
decision to ban excision in hospitals. 

A government study released in February 
showed that 97 percent of Egyptian women are 
excised — 99.5 per cent in rural areas and 94 
per cent in towns. 

A debate over female excision erupted after a 
14-year-old girl died while a doctor was carry- 
ing out the operation in August last year. 

The mufti of Egypt has issued a fatwa decree- 
ing that excision should be allowed even 
though it is not mandatoiy under Islam, while 
the head of Al Azhar. the highest Sunni Muslim 
authority, said doctors should decide whether 
the operation was necessary'. 





THIRD SUSPECT KILLED AND DUMPED: An Israeli policeman covers the body of All Mohanunad 
Jumhour, a Palestinian said to have sold land to Israelis, who was found shot dead near the West Bank city of 
Ramallah on Saturday, jumhour was the third land dealer found dead since Justice Minister Freih Abu 
Medeen was quoted in published report as saying that Palestinians who sold land to Jews faced execution (see 
story on page 1) (Reuters photo) 

French vote on knife-edge, far-right 
and abstainers hold key on Sunday 


PARIS (AFP) — France was 
preparing Saturday to vote in 
closely-contested, run-off 
elections with the opposition 
Socialists saying they were 
confident of an historic upset 
win over President Jacques 
Chirac’s centre-right coali- 
tion. 

As campaigning ended 
Saturday on the eve of the leg- 
islative ballots, the difference 
between victory and defeat 
could hinge on the score of 
the far-right National Front, 
which scored 15 per cent in 
the first round last weekend. 

The 32 per cent of the elec- 
torate who abstained in last 
weekend’s first round could 
also prove crucial in deciding 
if Mr. Chirac wins his elec- 
toral gamble — or is forced to 
cohabit with a Socialist pre- 
mier for the next five years. 

“Down to the wire!.” head- 
lined Le Parisien. which 
Friday flouted French elec- 
toral law and published an 
opinion poll showing the 
Socialist-led opposition win- 
ning a comfortable majority 
in the 577-seat National 
Assembly. 

But with the scores so close, 
a swing of just a few per cent 
nationally could spell the dif- 
ference between victory and 


Iraq 


3PICE GIRLS IN ISTANBUL: Members of English pop group Spice Girls Melanie 
Brown (2nd L), Melanie Chisholm (2nd R), Geri Halliwell (R), Emma Bunton (3rd L) 
md Victoria Addams gesture during a news conference on Saturday in Istanbul. Spice 
”irls arrived in Istanbul to promote their concert which will be held October 12 (Reuter 

jhoto) 


receives 
one-third 
of promised 
food 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
has so far received one-third 
of the total food pledged 
under a U.N. "oil-for-food” 
deal which runs out in June, a 
UN. official in Baghdad said 
Saturday. 

“So far 720.000 tonnes of 
food have arrived in Iraq, or 
one-third of the products 
which are to be imported.” 
said Eric Fait, assistant to the 
U.N.'s humanitarian coordi- 
nator in Iraq. 

Under the oii-for-food deal 
which came into effect in 
December, Iraq is allowed to 
export $2 billion of oil over 
six months to raise money to 
buy food and medicine. 

The deal, enshrined in UN. 
Resolution 986, allows Iraq 
to import 22 million tonnes 
of food before the United 
Nations decides whether to 
renew the accord on June 9. 

Iraqi Oil Minister Amer 
Mohammad Rashid said 
Friday Iraq had exported 120 
million barrels of crude 
allowed under the deaL 

The first shipments of food 
arrived in March, while med- 
icine began arriving earlier 
this month. 

Mr. Fait said the UN. 
Sanctions Committee had 
approved around 300 con- 
tracts out of 540 submitted 
by Iraq so far for the pur- 
chase of food and medical 
supplies. 


defeat 

On Saturday a new poll by 
the IPSOS polling institute 
put the Socialists within sight 
of victory without the com- 
munists. with whom they 
have significant differences 
notably on Europe. 

The poll gave the Socialist 
Party (PS) led by Lionel 
Jospin between 237-295 

seats, against 243-303 for the 
Centre-Right Rally for the 
Republic (RPR) and Union 
for French Democracy (UDF) 
bloc. 

The communists would win 
35-37 seats, and Jean-Marie 
Le Pen’s far-right National 
Front 0-6 seats, it said. 

Also Saturday another 

paper flouted the rules and 
published the results of six 
polls taken during the week, 
all of which gave victory to 
the Socialists and their com- 
munist and ecologist allies — 
some with the Socialists not 
even needing the commu- 
nists’ support to form a gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. Chirac and his followers 
have warned voters that 
cohabitation between a 
Gaullist president and a 
Socialist premier would lead 
to "incoherence” which 
would permanently bobble 


France. 

‘‘Cohabitation would be 
permanent division. France 
would be set against itself, it 
would be a Chirac-Jospin 
match every day.” said outgo- 
ing National Assembly 
Speaker Philippe Seguin, tbe 
favourite as France’s next 
prime minis ter if tbe right 
scrapes back in. 

The centre-right majority is 
pinning its hopes on a “dream 
ticket" comprising Mr. Seguin 
and former Economy 
Minister Alain Madelm, a fer- 
vent advocate of free-market 
economics. 

Mr. Chirac dissolved parlia- 
ment on April 21 arguing be 
needed to renew Ins pariia- 
mentaiy mandate for the next 
five years, in particular to take 
France into a European single 
currency. 

Socialist leader Mr. Jospin 
has said that he would impose 
key conditions on French 
entry to EMU arguing for a 
softening of the strict conver- 
gence criteria and more prior- 
ity on tackling France's record 
12.8 per cent joblessness. 

National Front leader Le 
Pen is the chief anti-European 
in the French poll race, and 
the way his supporters switch 
their votes in the second 


round could be cruciaL 

While openly despising Mr. 
Chirac, he has, however, 
refused to give straight advice 
to his supporters on bow to 
vote — but the right fears 
more than ever before could 
swing to tbe left in a protest 
vote. 

Two weeks ago Mr. 
Chirac's gamble appeared to 
be a relatively safe bet. Tbe 
ruling bloc, which had a 
crushing 80 per cent majority 
in the outgoing assembly, was 
predicted, to win comfortably, 
albeit wife a reduced majority. 

On fee eve of fee run-off 
ballots, after a week in which 
Premier Alain Juppe 
announced his resignation fol- 
lowing tbe disastrous first- 
round results, things are far 
from clear. 

On Saturday evening Mr. 
Chirac was due to attend the 
French Rugby Cup final at the 
Parc Des Princes Stadium in 
Paris, flanked by Mr. Seguin 
in the presidential box — and 
Mr. Jospin seated between fee 
opposing team managers' 
stand. 

The eyes of France will be 
on them. 


Turkish coalition plagued 
by defections and discord 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey’s 
first Islamist-led govern- 
ment, reeling from months 
of attacks by fee secularist 
elite, lost Its absolute major- 
ity in parliament Friday 
with the defection of a 
senior conservative MP. 

Yildirim Aktuna. a mem- 
ber of the junior coalition 
partner True Path Party 
(DYP). handed out copies 
of his resignation letter at a 
news conference and said 
he would submit it to party 
leader Tansu Ciller later in 
the day. 

His decision. Jong antici- 
pated. left the government 
of Islamist Prime Minister 
Necmettin Erbakan clinging 
to just 275 seats in the 550- 
member parliament, one 

short of the majority needed 
to win a confidence vote. 
Two seats are vacant. 

Mr. Erbakan held almost 
three hours of talks with 
Ms. Ciller late Friday but 
the putative partners were 
unable to agree on True 
Path proposals for forma- 
tion of an '‘election govern- 
ment” to lead the country to 
early polls. 

"We in the DYP have 
established that going to 
elections is the only solu- 
tion.” Ms. Ciller told 
reporters after the talks. 
"We must act together wife 
our partners and our work 
will continue in fee coining 
days.” 

Mr. Erbakan left without 
comment to attend what 
remained of the annual 
Prime Minister’s Cup 


Football match at a city sta- 
dium. 

“The (Islamist) coalition 
partner is attempting to 
change the basic principles 
of the republic... and use 
religion as a political tool,” 
said the dissident Aktuna. a 
former health minister well- 
known for his anti-Islamist 
views. 

In a further twist of the 
knife. Mr. Aktuna said four 
more defections from True 
Path were in the pipeline, 
possibly as early as 
Monday. Four Conservative 
MPs resigned over last 
weekend. 

This latest blow to the 
coalition, already facing 
enormous pressure from the 
secularist armed forces and 
a court challenge to Mr. 
Erbakan's Islam-based 
Welfare Party, set the stage 
for tough bargaining 
between the coalition lead- 
ers. 

The Istanbul Stock 
Exchange, which had wide- 
ly expected Mr. Aktuna’s 
departure, barely fluttered 
on the news. It later closed 
up 4.32 per cent ahead of 
the Erbakan-Ciller meeting 
in active trade fuelled by 
liquidity, brokers said. 

Ms. Ciller had promised 
her secularist pro-Western 
party she would press Mr. 
Erbakan to make her prime 
minister in a caretaker gov- 
ernment that would take the 
country to the polls in the 
coming months. Elections 
would normally be due by 
the year 2000. 


The 1 1 -month-old 

alliance between Mr. 

Erbakan, modern Turkey’s 
first Islamist leader, and Ms. 
Ciller has been plagued by 
deep-set conflicts over the 
role of Islam in public life. 

In February, top army 
officers demanded Mr. 

Erbakan approve and imple- 
ment a package of 18 anti- 
Islamist measures, effec- 
tively a crackdown against 
his own grassroots voters. 

These included the clos- 
ing of Koranic education for 
young students, bans on 
Islamic-style clothing and 
tight restrictions on Islamist 
business and media. 

Mr. Erbakan’s subsequent 
foot-dragging set the gov- 
ernment on a collision 
course with the secularist 
establishment led by the 
senior armed forces com- 
manders, with pressure 
mounting by the day on 
True Path deputies to aban- 
don the Islamists. 

Mr. Erbakan and Ms. 
Ciller were set to swap jobs 
next year under their power- 
sharing deal. 

But Ms. Ciller now says 
she can ward off anti- 
Islamist pressure on the 
government from the army 
if she takes the top job 
sooner. 

Thar pressure was expect- 
ed to increase further 
Saturday when the National 
Security Council, dominat- 
ed by the military, holds its 
next scheduled meetin® to 
review progress in the anti- 
Islamist campaign. 


Treating snorer 
stopped bedwetting 

LONDON (R) — Treating 
patients for snoring problems 
might also help to stop bed- 
wetting. U.S. doctors said. 
Williams Steers and Paul 
Suratt of the University of 
Virginia reported the case of a 
60 -year-old man who wet fee 
bed twice a night after 
prostate surgery. To his wife’s 
understandable distress, fee 
man also snored and suffered 
from sleep apnoea — a snor- 
ing-related condition in which 
breathing stops during the 

night. They advised treating 
the apnoea with continuous 
positive airway pressure, 
which involves putting a mask 
tightly over fee nose and 
delivering compressed air at 
night It worked, they wrote in 
a letter to the Lancet Medical 
Journal. Not only did the man 
stop snoring but he also 
stopped wetting the bed. 
Steers and Suratt said they did 
not know just why this hap- 
pened but they suggested that 
treating sleep apnoea could 
help other cases of night-time 
incontinence. 

‘Gangsta rap’ is a 
warning to America, 
police expert says 

MIAMI flO — You might not 
like the sound of “gangsta 
rap” but its harsh lyrics reflect 
real, deep-rooted problems in 
American society, a police 
expert said. The lyrics of the 
black music genre have been 
condemned by politicians, 
police organisations and oth- 
ers as being violent, sexist and 
anti-white. Bul SgL. Ron 
Stallworth of the Utah 
Department of Public Safety 
said, “these kids are telling 
you what’s wrong in our soci- 
ety. You might not like fee 
message ... but it is saying 
something America needs to 
know.” Stallworth. an 
acknowledged expert on the 
music and its political aspects, 
addressed fee national confer- 
ence in Miami, on preventing 
crime in the black communi- 
ty. Gangsta rap has a contro- 
versial and bloody history. 
Two prominent rappers have 
been murdered recently — 
Tupac Shakur in September 
and fee Notorious BJ.G. in 
March. A song written by Ice- 
T, “cop killer,” caused a 
national furore in 1992 and 
was even denounced by 
President George Bush. 

Friend says Bob 
Dylan in hospital 
under false name 

NEW YORK (R) — Singer 
Bob Dylan is in a hospital 
under an assumed name being 
treated for an infection pro- 
ducing swelling around the 
heart but his life was not con- 
sidered in danger, a source |j 
close to Dylan's family said. 
The source declined to say 
where the hospital is but 
added feat it is not in New 
York as some media have 
reported. Dylan. 56, called off 
a European tour Wednesday 
after his publicists in London 
said he was admitted to a hos- 
pital suffering from a poten- 
tially life-threatening infec- 
tion. 

Spanish scientists 
find possible new 
human species 

MADRID (R) — A group of 
Spanish scientists said they 
discovered a new species of 
human beings in a 780,000- 
year-old fossU, possibly the 
oldest known European. “We 
believe this is a new species, 
that we have called homc^ 
antecessor,” Jose Maria 
Bermudez de Castro of the 
National Museum of Natural 
Sciences in Madrid told a 
news conference. “It's a 
species feat we consider the 
common ancestor of modem 
humanity and fee nean- 
derthals. ' Bermudez de 
Castro and a ream of Spanish 

paleoanthrapologists found 

the fossilised remains of a boy 
wife a remarkably modem 
face in a limestone cave in 
Spain s central Atapuerca 
mountains during an excava- 
tion from 1994 to 19%. They 
said the unique combination 
of features, with a face like 
the modem homo sapiens 
species and a jaw and btoAu 
similar to fee extinct nean-^ 
dfi rth als, led them to nam e a 
new species. 






